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September 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

The Lutheran Course

Two years ago, this course was presented during the Lenten as a mid-week mid-day study.  The course is based on the very popular Lutheran Handbook and it was very well received.  We are going to offer it again this fall, this time on Saturdays from 10 – 12:30 at the church.  Using a DVD presentation and a simple workbook, there is much small group and large group discussion.  The seven sessions are:

· How to tell the difference between the Law and the Gospel

· Five things you should know about the Lutheran Reformation

· The anatomy of a Baptism

· How to receive Communion

· The three most rebellious things Jesus did

· How to read the Bible

· How to share your faith with someone

Beginning in January we will offer the Lutheran Course 2, so for those who would move on, this is a refresher.  It is also good basic learning about the Lutheran church.

The dates are:  15, 29 September; 6, 13, 20, 27 October; 3 November and the times, again, 10 – 12:30.

You must register for the course so that we may have the study materials on hand.

For this year’s Confirmation Class

This year’s confirmation class will meet to review the studies of this year in preparation for the Service of Affirmation of Baptism.  The meeting dates are 29 September; 6 and 13 October, from 1 – 2:30.  The service will be on Reformation Sunday at the 10:30 service.

Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of September

Ushers

September 2


8:30 am – Jim Tuminella


10:30 am – John & Agnes Nelson

September 9

8:30 am – Keith Siekierski


10:30 am – Merrill & JoAnn Durrence

September 16


8:30 am – David Henninger


10:30 am – Jim Brinkley/



       Scott Melchionda

September 23


8:30 am – David Benner


10:30 am – Cynthia Outman/



       Cate Sulek

September 30


8:30 am – Tom Joiner


10:30 am – Jason Dick/



       Ed Kennedy

Acolytes

September 2


10:30 am – Isabel Balsavage

September 9


10:30 am – Erin Cunefare

September 16


10:30 am – Dakota Benner

September 23


10:30 am – Nikki Ireton

September 30


10:30 am – Olivia Durrence

Service Assistants

September 2


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am –Lector – Lorraine Koeves




CA – Team 1


September 9


8:30 am – Lector – Pat Searing




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am –Lector – Lynn Lefebvre




CA – Team 4

September 16


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am –Lector – Marlene Hardy




CA – Team 2

September 23


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Missy Streubel


10:30 am – Lector – John Nelson




CA – Team 3

September 30


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am – Lector – Virginia Dick




CA – Team 1

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler

Counters

September 2 – Pat and Lyn Conley

September 9 – Chip and Allyson Combee

September 16 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

September 23 – David and Lin Parker

September 30 – John and Margaret Holden


Greeters

September 2 – Matt and Alice Adler

September 9 – Betty Bartling/Betty Hitz

September 16 – Connie Holley/




  Doris McGreevy




September 23 – David and Lin Parker

September 30 – Karen Bramlet/Viola Main

General News and Notes

September Birthdays

3
Stephanie Greer

4
Franklin Benner

6
Little Lionberger
Tate Arroyo
Robyn Everhart
Larry Wall

7
Phyllis Prunty

Mary Anne Long

9
Jim Outman

12
Leanne Beutler

13
Margaret Kesler

16
Patrick Bordnick

19
Paul Lefebvre

20
Randy Helmey

28
John Lyons

30
Anna Vanags

Deaths


Hilton Johnson, was called to his eternal home on Sunday, 29 July.  A service was held on Wednesday, 1 August, at Living Grace.


Wally Bartling, was called to his eternal home on Tuesday, 31 July.  A service was held on Saturday, 4 August, at Living Grace.
Membership List

Updates/Changes


To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report

The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through July 31 was $150,108.36.  For the same period in 2006 we had received $149,889.91.  Unfortunately our giving is only $218.45 above the same period in 2006.

Our budgeted income for the first seven months of 2007 is $249,547.06.

A complete outline of income and expenses for January through July 2007 is on the bulletin board for your review.

Thank You


Thank you for your continuing prayers and concern for Wally, and for me, during his long and often heart-breaking illness.


The beautiful memorial service and lovely luncheon reception gave all of our family and friends a wonderful opportunity to celebrate Wally’s life.


Please know that your kindness and love has been a steady source of strength and peace.

Sincerely,
Betty Bartling

Medshare

Our time to help @ Medshare (sorting and packing medical products for 3rd world countries) is Saturday, September 29th.  We meet at the church @ 9am and return by 12 noon.  Please join us in having a good, yet productive time.  The sign up sheet is on the closet door, on the right, as you enter the church.  Any questions, call Karen Bramlet@770-715-3852.  Thank you!

GRACEFUL GROUP RESUMES MONTHLY MEETINGS

The Graceful Group will hold its next meeting on Thursday, September 13.  Come join us for a potluck lunch (main dish, salad, vegetable, or dessert) at 11:30 a.m.  Invite new friends to join our group.  Our program for this meeting will be a sharing discussion.  We are always in need of helpers for set up and clean up.  Let us know if you can assist us in this way. 

Please make your reservation by calling or emailing JoAnne Durrence by Tuesday, September 11, if you can attend.  (404-633-1833 or email gmdurrence@bellsouth.net)

We will again have a table for the books and magazines which you are willing to donate for someone else's enjoyment.  You may read a book or magazine and bring it back for someone else to enjoy next month.  Unclaimed magazines will always be given to the DeKalb recycling program.

Mark September 13th on your calendar and join us for a time of good food and great fellowship.

Baby Shower

When – October 7th, 2007

Where – Living Grace Lutheran Church

Given by – Sew N Sews

Items needed:  baby socks, onesies 0-3 months, baby blankets, disposable diapers 8-12#, flannel fabric for baby clothes, money, and working sewing machines.


The Sew N Sews meet the second Monday of every month at Living Grace at 10:00am.  We make layettes to give to DeKalb Family and Children Services.  These layettes are given to parents and foster parents of new-borns who need baby clothes.


DeKalb Family and Children Services say they need the layettes and they are greatly appreciated.  We are happy to make the layettes but we need your help so we can continue making them.  This year we have delivered 18 layettes to DeKalb Family and Children Services.


We welcome anyone who can sew, or would like to learn, to join us the second Monday  of every month.

Thank you,


Jo Ann Durrence



For the Sew N Sews
Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Jim Axel; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Jerry Prunty; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Amy Carver Burk


Sister of Shirley Arroyo

Sigrid Mierbeith McShan


Friend of Viola Main

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood


1st LT Matthew Hardy, USA

Camp Victory, Iraq

Sgt. Michael Hardy, USMC


Al Taqaddum, Iraq

Health Ministry of Living Grace

This month I would like to visit with you about Prayer as a way to manage stress. Scripture reminds us that God is indeed near us when we pray (Deut. 4:7) and that even Jesus made the time to go off by himself to pray (Matt. 14:23)


Why Does our Life seem so Stress-Filled?
We can each identify several different signs of our stress-filled lives,, such as (a) most adults working outside the home, (b) care-giving needs of both children/youth and aging parents, (c) financial difficulties. (d) lack of time for family communication and relaxation, (e) diminishing health, and (f) growing distance between our faith values and the way we spend most of our time and energy.  Undeniably, one small way we can deal with life’s burdens is to stay connected with our power source, our Divine Savior, Physician and Redeemer, Jesus Christ.


How can Prayer help me?

God has designed prayer as a specific and do-able way to deal with all that life can offer. It is interesting to me that new research is demonstrating that people who meditate or pray actually change their brain chemistry in a way that promotes more health and well-being, lowers blood pressure, and helps to enhance the quality and length of life. This new area of science is called Neuro-Theology.  When we are encouraged to pray without ceasing, we are developing a healthy and spiritually enriching life pattern.  Other benefits of an active prayer life include relaxion/peace, better focus/concentration (prayer is the REAL Focus Factor!), better vision/gaining God’s perspective, and improved ability to set our burdens at the cross and leave them there.

Your Parish Nurse’s prayer prescription

I recommend that we all consider the following Stress Management plan:


* Be a student of your own stress: Know “where it hurts”, what causes the pain in   your life, and the real choices you have. Would you want your children to live your lifestyle? If not, what counsel would you give them?


* Make a pledge to yourself to spend some quiet time in prayer every day, not as a burden, but as a mini-vacation.


* Consider praying the psalms, or using a Lectio Divine book such as Face to Face: Praying the Scriptures for Intimate Worship and integrate the sacred into all of your life.


* Set aside a special place in your home where you can go to be with God


* Include various aspects in your prayer [e.g. A(Adoration), C(Confession), T(Thanksgiving) and S(Supplication)].


* Don’t forget to share all that is on your heart, as well as quieting your heart, to hear God’s soft voice. Some people find it easier to journal with God, rather than to speak in voice; others benefit from working with a spiritual director.


* Let others know you are lifting them up in prayer, and enjoy the presence of Christ alongside you in a more tangible way.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister 

We are going to have a healing service on 9 September after the second service. We will give the opportunity to those of you who do not like driving at night to attend. It is a very meaningful service, so stay an extra 30 minutes or so to receive a blessing and a personal prayer.

On Saturday the 27th of October we will have our annual health fair. We will have the blood mobile here for your blood donation, flu shots will be available and we are planning a number of other services to the public.  We will be working with the health committee at Northlake Church of Christ down the street on Cooledge Rd. to plan and implement the services. Be sure to note it on your calendar.

Patti Axel will be heading up to Southern Seminary in two weeks to finish her final year. It has been a long road for her but she has been blessed to receive more experience than most seminarians !

Her new address will be  4201 Main St.

                                         Columbia, SC 29203.

She would love to receive mail !!!!!

Outreach Committee

Heifer Sunday

Heifer International Sunday is September 16th.   Please give generously to this program that provides, develops and sustains food resources to the people of developing countries. 

Hope Lodge


Coming in November we will have another opportunity to prepare dinner and visit with the guests at Hope Lodge. Hope Lodge provides housing for cancer patients undergoing treatment at Emory Hospital and for their caregivers.


Watch for the specific date in our next           newsletter! 
Shearith Israel Night Shelter for Homeless Women

Also beginning in November the night shelter for homeless women will re-open.  Last season Living Grace staffed the shelter for one week in November and one week in January. 


We are again tentatively scheduled to serve in those months this coming season.

We anticipate that the exact dates for this coming season will be in our next newsletter.

NETWorks

NETWorks is the cooperative ministry for persons in need in the 

Northlake
Embry Hills
Tucker area 

that Living Grace supports.  Its goal is to create a “safety net that Works”.


The ministry provides a food pantry, financial assistance for basic needs, a clothing warehouse, references to other service agencies and acts as an advocate for the impoverished of our community.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Living Grace General Meeting

Saturday, September 8th, is the date for the Living Grace General Meeting that will be held at the church, beginning at 12:00N.  The Miriam Circle will be serving as hostesses for the covered dish luncheon.  Drinks and dessert will be provided.


Lyn Stone will be our speaker.  She is the Director of NETWorks, the cooperative ministry based at the Lawrenceville Road United Methodist Church.  Living Grace is one of twelve churches that are supporting members of this ministry.

Blessing of the Quilts

On Sunday, September 9th, there will be a blessing of the quilts made for Lutheran World Relief by ladies from Living Grace and St. James churches.  Agnes Nelson is our leader for this project.

Annual Southeastern Synod Convention

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, September 21st, 22nd and 23rd, are the dates for the annual convention at Shocco Springs Baptist Conference Center in Talladega, Alabama.


Registration fee is $180 and is due by September 1st.  Forms are in the Narthex.  Margery Kellar will serve as our delegate for the meeting.

Leadership Training Program

On Saturday, October 13th, from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM there will be a Leadership Training Program at Living Grace for congregational unit and cluster leaders.  There will be more details on this program from Louise Iconis in the October Newsletter.

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season


In remembrance of baptism, many Christians make the sign of the cross.  We are the people marked with Jesus’s cross. But that cross is costly, and those who bear it must be prepared to let go of everything in order to take up the new life of the crucified and risen Christ. 


On Friday, 14 September, we commemorate “Holy Cross Day.”  Helena, the mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to Israel to look for Christian holy sites.  She found what she believed were the sites for the crucifixion and burial of Jesus, sites that modern archaeologists 

believe may be correct.  Here Constantine built two churches.  The celebration of Holy Cross Day commemorates the dedication of the Church of the Resurrection in 355.
Living Grace Choirs Resume Regular Rehearals


Cannot believe that the summer is over and the fall programs of the church are gearing up.  One of the programs, the music program has a lot to offer every age for those who like to sing or even if you can’t sing, an opportunity to ring bells and play instruments.


The Adult Choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  This choir sings every Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  The first rehearsal of the season will be Wednesday, 5 September.


The Handbell Choir, for ages 10 and above, rehearse on Sunday afternoons for about one hour, usually twice a month.  The first rehearsal will be Sunday, 9 September, at 1:15.  The choir is participating in a workshop in conjunction with St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church’s Handbell Choir in Signal Mountain, on Saturday, 29 September.  The workshop will be from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.


The “Spirits,” is for all ages that love to sing and play instruments such as drums, piano, guitars, etc.  This group rehearses a variety of music on Sunday afternoons.  If you are interested in joining this group or want more information, please contact Andy Sulek, 404/569-8806.


The Youth Choir, for ages 7 through high school, rehearse on Sundays after the 10:30 service, every Sunday.  The first rehearsal of the season will be Sunday, 16 September.


A music program is in development for the children of ages 3 to 5.  The fourth Sunday of every month, Leanne Beutler will be teaching music to the pre-school/kindergarten Sunday School class during the Sunday School hour, 9:30 – 9:50 a.m.  The first Sunday will be Sunday, 23 September.

American Guild of Organists (AGO) come to Living Grace


Living Grace will be hosting the AGO September meeting/recital on Tuesday, 11 September.  The recital is open to the general public and will feature, Mr. Erik Wm. Suter.  The recital is at 8:00 p.m.  Please consider coming and hearing this excellent organist play our wonderful instrument.
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Music Fund


This is a reminder of the new fund we have established for our concert/recital series that is in development.  We already have the Atlanta Sacred Chorale scheduled to come to Living Grace for a concert in May 2008.  We are working on other artists and concerts.  So if you would like to give a gift in memory or in honor of a loved one to this fund, just annotate the check for “Living Grace Music Fund.”

Special Days in September

14 September

Holy Cross Day

21 September

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

29 September

Michael and All Angels

Belief is All You Need
A business traveler in-route to his next meeting was lost on a country road.  While he tried to negotiate his reading glasses and find the road on a map, he accidently drove off the pavement onto a soft shoulder and into a ditch.  Though he wasn’t injured, it only took a couple of attempts to back out for him to realize that his car was stuck in the mud and the spinning tires were only digging it in deeper.  Seeing a farm in the distance, the man walked there to ask for help.  “Warwick can get you out of the ditch,” said the farmer, pointing to an old mule standing in the field.  The business man looked at the haggardly mule and looked back at the farmer who just stood there repeating, “Yep, ol’ Warwick can do the job.”  He decided that there wasn’t much choice and figured he had nothing to lose.  The two men and Warwick made their way back to the ditch.

The farmer surveyed the situation and then hitched the mule to the car.  “You stand up on the road, Mister,” the farmer advised and then with a snap of the reins he shouted, “Pull, Frederick!  Pull, Jackson!  Pull, Theodore!  Pull, Matilda!  Pull, Warwick!”  And with that, the mule heaved and pulled the car from the sticky mud and ditch with very little effort.  The businessman was amazed at the feat.  He thanked the farmer, paid him for his trouble, patted the mule and asked, “Why did you call out all of those other names before you called Warwick?”  The farmer grinned and said, “Old Warwick is just about blind.  As long as he believes he’s part of a team, he doesn’t mind pulling.”

. . . Adapted from Dimensions
Church Bulletin Bloopers
· The Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 a.m.  All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is done.

· Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  Please use the back door.

· For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

· Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community.

· A song fest was hell at the Methodist Church Wednesday.

· Potluck Supper:  prayer and medication to follow.

· The choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to join the choir.

· Weight Watches will meet at 7 p.m.  Please use large double door at side entrance.

–––Contributed by Tom Spencer, Brookhaven Brokers
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