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October 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

The Lutheran Course Continues

Two years ago, this course was presented during the Lenten as a mid-week mid-day study.  The course is based on the very popular Lutheran Handbook and it was very well received.  We have been offering it again this fall, on Saturdays from 10 – 12:30 at the church.  Using a DVD presentation and a simple workbook, there is much small group and large group discussion.  The seven sessions are:

· How to tell the difference between the Law and the Gospel

· Five things you should know about the Lutheran Reformation

· The anatomy of a Baptism

· How to receive Communion

· The three most rebellious things Jesus did

· How to read the Bible

· How to share your faith with someone

Beginning in January we will offer the Lutheran Course 2, so for those who would move on, this is a refresher.  It is also good basic learning about the Lutheran church.

The dates are:  6, 13, 20, 27 October; 3 November and the times, again, 10 – 12:30.  Please inform Pastor Hardy if you plan to attend these sessions, so he can have the material for you.

Blessing of the Animals and Celebration of All Creation

On Thursday, 4 October, the Commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, we will be offering a service at 7:30 p.m., out at the Pavilion, for blessing of the animals.  You can bring your pets to be blessed.  However, if you feel that your pet may not get along with others, you can bring a picture or stuffed animal to represent your pet.

By the Grace of God

The Reverend Mark Hanson

Presiding Bishop

of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

will install

The Reverend H. Julian Gordy

as Bishop

of the 

Southeastern Synod

on Saturday, the thirteenth of October 2007

at one o’clock in the afternoon

Roswell United Methodist Church

814 Mimosa Boulevard

Roswell, GA

Your prayer and presence are requested

Reception with light hors d”oeuvres 

immediately following in the fellowship hall

Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of October

Ushers

October 7


8:30 am – Keith Siekierski


10:30 am – Gene & Susan Durrence

October 14

8:30 am – Jim Tuminella


10:30 am – David & Lin Parker

October 21


8:30 am – David Henninger


10:30 am – Matt Adler/Stephen Arroyo

October 28


8:30 am – Tom Joiner


10:30 am – John & Margaret Holden

Acolytes

October 7


10:30 am – Isabel Balsavage

October 14


10:30 am – Cynthia Outman

October 21


10:30 am – Aaron Durrence

October 28 – 10:30 am


Acolyte – Melody Ireton


Crucifer – Dakota Benner


Torch Bearers – Erin Cunefare




   Nikki Ireton


Bible Bearer – Cynthia Outman

Service Assistants

October 7


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am –Lector – Will Arroyo




CA – Team 4

October 14


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am –Lector – James Reynolds




CA – Team 2

October 21


8:30 am – Lector – Pat Searing




CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am –Lector – Betty Bartling




CA – Team 3

October 28


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Missy Streubel


10:30 am – Lector – Stephanie Cunefare




CA – Team 1


Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler

Counters

October 7 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

October 14 – Pat Stowers/Dot Beaver

October 21 – Gene and Susan Durrence

October 28 – Pat and Lyn Conley

General News and Notes

October Birthdays

2
Wanda Meese

4
Emilie Fillon

Kathy Johnson

6
Susan Brinkley

7
Matthew Hardy
Jo Kroger

9
Joe Conley

12
Darrell Simmons

14
Jerry Prunty

16
Mary Carlson

18
Olivia Durrence

19
Isabelle Balsavage
James Cressman


Scott Vanags

20
Corlyn Conley

21
Adam Kellar
Cynthia Outman

23
Oak Lionberger

25
Samantha Ireton

30
Natalie Arroyo

31
Jim Axel

Deaths


Margaret Peeler Kesler was called to her eternal home on 28 August 2007.  Her funeral service was held at Living Grace on 30 August 2007.
Membership List

Updates/Changes


Ann-Margaret Holden


4061 Mineral Springs Lane


Apt. 2-B


Glen Allen, VA   23060


Email:  Ann-Margaret@comcast.net

To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report

The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through August 31 was $167,914.21.  For the same period in 2006, we had received $168,704.93.  Unfortunately our current level of giving is $790.72 less than the same period in 2006.

Our budgeted income for the first eight months of 2007 is $283,810.00.

A complete outline of income and expenses for January through August 2007 is on the bulletin board for your review.

Baby Shower

When – October 7th, 2007

Where – Living Grace Lutheran Church

Given by – Sew ‘N Sews

Items needed:  baby socks, onesies 0-3 months, baby blankets, disposable diapers 8-12#, flannel fabric for baby clothes, money, and working sewing machines.


The Sew N Sews meet the second Monday of every month at Living Grace at 10:00 am.  We make layettes to give to DeKalb Family and Children Services.  These layettes are given to parents and foster parents of new-borns who need baby clothes.


DeKalb Family and Children Services say they need the layettes and they are greatly appreciated.  We are happy to make the layettes but we need your help so we can continue making them.  This year we have delivered 18 layettes to DeKalb Family and Children Services.


We welcome anyone who can sew, or would like to learn, to join us the second Monday  of every month.

Thank you,


Jo Ann Durrence



For the Sew ‘N Sews

Finance Committee


The Finance Committee request that all Committee Chairpersons submit their proposed 2008 budgets by 4 November.  The Finance Committee will begin reviewing the proposals on 7 November.  If you have any questions, please contact Jim Brinkley, Gene Durrence, Jr., or Pat Stowers.

Thanks, Pat Stowers
Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Jim Axel; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Jerry Prunty; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Amy Carver Burk


Sister of Shirley Arroyo

Sigrid Mierbeith McShan


Friend of Viola Main

1st LT Matthew Hardy, USA

Camp Victory, Iraq

Sgt. Michael Hardy, USMC


Al Taqaddum, Iraq

Health Ministry of Living Grace


This is an article I received that was written by Debbie Best, Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries.  It is well written so I will make it my offering to you this month.


“. . . You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your children, and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.” )Deuteronomy 6:4-7) – thus is written the Shema – God’s instructions to the Hebrews on how to pass on the faith to their children, and their children’s children.  God doesn’t leave us off the hook easily for we are to do it when we are at home and away, when we go to sleep and when we wake up.  It seems like a daunting task.  To accomplish this, means that as adults, it becomes necessary for us to control and sometimes buffer the outside influences which impact the way our children receive and process information.  This world naturally include media – TV, DVD, and video.


Earlier this year, a scientific journal article titled “Television and DVD/Video Viewing in Children Younger than Two Years” (Zimmerman, F., D. Christakis & A. Meltzoff. (May 2007).  Archives of Pediatric & adolescent Medicine.  Vol. 161, NO. 5, pages. 473-479) was published, which garnered media attention.  Some troubling statistics were presented – 90% of US. Children under age 2 and as many as 40% of infants, under 3 months, are regular watchers of TV and DVD/Videos.  This is occurring in spite of recommendations by the American Academy of Pediatrics that children under the age of 2 should not watch any TV, and older children be exposed to no more than two hours of “quality programming” each day.  The study’s authors make no judgments as to whether or not this much exposure is good or bad, however consider the following:

· During the first two years, the human brain develops connections between its many nerve cells – it also undergoes some pruning, as the brain determines which connections will stay and which will go – the child’s environment plays an enormous role in what the child will retain!

· From the time of birth, infants need a steady interaction with warm, caring adults to be able to form bonds that will enable them to become competent adults.  In fact babies deprived of human touch frequently do not survive.

· Play is a child’s work and toys are their tools.  Through play a child learns how things work, they build muscle control and strength, use their imagination, learn to problem solve, and cooperate.

· According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, a child in the US will see 40,000 commercials per year; most children less than 8 are incapable of understanding that ads are designed to sell a product – but consider that there is an intentional trend to market media toward kids under age 3.

· Children aged 2 – 7 may be frightened by violent images, simply telling them the images are not real does not help – they cannot yet distinguish between reality and fantasy.

· Several studies associate TV watching with poor sleep patterns, poor school performance, and there are currently studies underway examining the correlation between rapidly changing video images and Attention Deficit Disorder in kids.

· According to the cited study’s lead researcher, Dr. Zimmerman, “Parents are getting the message loud and clear from marketers of TV and videos that this stuff (educational videos and programming – including BabyFirst cable, available 24/7) is good for their kids, that it will help brain development. . . none of this stuff has been proven.”

· 68% of children ages 8 – 18 have a TV in their bedroom; some even younger

· The amount of TV watched has a direct correlation to childhood obesity


It is unrealistic to think that your child can be raised without exposure to media.  However, there are some things you can do to buffer its effects.  Make human contact the primary source of communication with infants, and limit TV/video exposure for all children.  Use programming as teaching tools – watch with your kids; discuss what is fantasy and reality introduce books that correlate to the program.  Turn off the tube, and talk to your child/grandchild about his/her faith.  Keep games such as Faith Talk on hand for discussions that encourage spiritual growth – who knows, you may learn something as well!


Pray with your child throughout the day.  Take advantage of time in the car – use it as an opportunity to discuss what it means to be a valued child of God!
Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister
Health Ministry Information


6 October – Health Ministry Committee 




  Meeting


27 October – Health Fair 10:00 am–1:00 pm



Blood drive



Flu Shots



Variety of health screenings



Kids’ crafts and face painting


On Sunday, 9 September, we had 31 people stay for the Healing Service.  Since that was such a good response, we will continue at that time every other month.


Yoga Classes will be on Saturday, 6 October, at 2:00 pm and the following Saturdays:



27 October from 10:30 am – 1:00 p.m. 



(freebie for Health Fair)



3 and 10 November



1, 8, and 15 December

Outreach Committee

Heifer Sunday

Heifer International Sunday is October 21st.   Please give generously to this program that provides, develops and sustains food resources to the people of developing countries. 

Hope Lodge

Coming in November we will have another opportunity to prepare dinner and visit with the guests at Hope Lodge. Hope Lodge provides housing for cancer patients undergoing treatment at Emory Hospital and for their caregivers.

Watch for the specific date in our next           newsletter!  


Shearith Israel Night Shelter for Homeless Women
For the 24th consecutive year, Living Grace will staff the shelter for two weeks.  We will be covering the shelter from Thursday November 15th through Wednesday November 21st, and from Sunday January 6th through Saturday January 12th.  

Mark your calendars and select the time most convenient for you, or you and a friend!  Your one night of service (or more!) means so much for the women who are working so hard to become independent, once again.  The knowledge that you have helped to make a difference in the life of a woman regaining a hold on her life is one of the greatest satisfactions and rewards of volunteering.

This is the first night that the shelter will be in operation.  This first night and first week is a very critical time for the new ladies coming into the shelter and it is a tribute to the dedication of our Living Grace volunteers that the Shearith Israel staff has offered us the opportunity to help orient the new group!


For those who have not yet served and who are interested in learning more about this program, get in touch with Sue or David Benner @ 770.493.4044; they will also be happy to describe to you the duties involved.  If you would like, they will be happy to take you to visit the facility, so that you can take a personal and first hand look at the shelter and they will also be happy to get you in touch with prior volunteers who can talk to you about their experiences as they served in this most worthy ministry.

NetWorks

On Saturday, 13 October, the NetWorks Member Congregations will hold a yard sale at the Lawrenceville Road United Methodist Church from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  They will also hold a spaghetti supper at 5:00 p.m. on the same day.  All proceeds from the sale and supper will go to help fund NetWorks assistance programs.  Helpers and donations are needed.  Please contact Sue Benner, 770-493-4044 to volunteer to help or donate “stuff” for the yard sale.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Living Grace General Meeting
The Living Grace General Meeting was held on Saturday, September 8th at 12:00 N.  The following officers were elected:

President:

Sue Benner 

Vice President: 
Marlene Hardy

Secretary:

Meredith Collver

Treasurer:

Pat Stowers

Congratulations to the new leadership team!


Leadership Training Program
The Leadership Training Program scheduled to be held at Living Grace on Saturday, October 13th, for congregational unit and cluster leaders will be rescheduled.  The new date will be announced in the near future.

Church Women United

On Friday, 5 October, there will be an open Board Meeting.  Registration is at 10:00 a.m., with the meeting starting at 10:30 a.m.  It will be at Brookhaven Christian Church, 4500 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA.  For reservations, please contact Sue Benner, 770/493-4044.

World Communion Day

World Communion Day will be on Friday, 2 November.  Registration is at 9:30 a.m., with the meeting starting at 10:30 a.m.  It will at St. Michaels and All Saints Episcopal Church, 6740 James B. Rivers Drive, Stone Mountain, GA.  For reservations, please contact Sue Benner, 770/493-4044.
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Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Reformation Sunday

28 October 2007


This day the Lutheran church remembers with thanksgiving the events of the sixteenth-century Reformation.  We rightly celebrate the Reformation not when we glory in the events of the past but rather when we pray, “Come, Holy Spirit!”  The church is always in need of reform, always in need of dying again in Christ and being raised from the dead, so that it might be truly free.  We celebrate our apostolic faith as we also remember saints Simon and Jude.


Also, this Sunday, at the 10:30 worship service we will witness the Affirmation of Baptism by several of our young adults, also known as Confirmation.  We praise God for this day and we pray that you will be in attendance to support our young adults.
Living Grace Choirs 


The Adult Choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  This choir sings every Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.


The Handbell Choir, for ages 10 and above, rehearse on Sunday afternoons for about one hour, usually twice a month. 


The “Spirits,” is for all ages that love to sing and play instruments such as drums, piano, guitars, etc.  This group rehearses a variety of music on Sunday afternoons.  If you are interested in joining this group or want more information, please contact Andy Sulek, 404/569-8806.


The Youth Choir, for ages 7 through high school, rehearse on Sundays after the 10:30 service, every Sunday.


The Carol Choir is for the children of ages 3 to 5.  Every 4th Sunday during the Sunday School class, they will be learning music to sing for worship services and learning how to have fun with music.

Veterans Day

Sunday, 11 November 2007

This year, Veterans Day will be on Sunday.  We would like to honor all the veterans that are members of our congregation by listing them in the bulletin and giving them honor.  If you are a veteran, please call Jean Lemonds, 678-684-3120 or email jlemonds@mindspring.com with your rank, years of service and branch of service.

All Saints Sunday

4 November 2007

This year we will be remembering all the saints who have died this year and in the past.  In the next couple of weeks, we will have a “Memorial Saints Book” out in the narthex.  You can write a loved ones’ name in the book and we will read all the names listed in this book during the prayers on this Sunday.  Please print clearly so we can pronounce them correctly.

Music Fund


This is a reminder of the new fund we have established for our concert/recital series that is in development.  We already have the Atlanta Sacred Chorale scheduled to come to Living Grace for a concert in May 2008.  We are working on other artists and concerts.  So if you would like to give a gift in memory or in honor of a loved one to this fund, just annotate the check for “Living Grace Music Fund.”

Special Days in October

4 October

St. Francis of Assisi

18 October

Luke, Evangelist

28 October

Reformation Sunday

Simon and Jude, Apostles

31 October

Reformation Day
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God



LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!
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