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November 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

The Rt. Reverend Bishop Munib Younan
On Sunday, 11 November, at 7:30 p.m., Living Grace will host The Rt. Reverend Bishop Munib Younan, Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the Holy Land.  The Bishop is in the Atlanta area after having participated in ecumenical peace discussions in Washington and in prepration for a meeting with President Jimmy Carter on Monday.  Pastor Hardy and Bishop Younan have worked together in the past in support of the church’s school for boys in the West Bank.  They have also been part of a special advisory board for the Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives as that institution underwent major remodeling and revisioning in pursuit of better health care for Palestinians.

Everyone is invited to come and hear Bishop Younan.

Church Survey

On Sunday, October 28th a short survey will be in your church mailbox.  Your church council and committee chairpersons want your input on all aspects of our church life.  Please take the time to complete the survey, and then return it to the table marked Completed Surveys in the Narthex.  Your opinions matter and will certainly help as we continue with our evangelism efforts.  There is also a section where members can sign up to help in any of the church activities.   Results of the survey will be shared with the congregation.  

Please call Lin Parker at 770 491-3324 or Sue Benner at 770 493-4044 if you have any questions.

Thanksgiving Eve Service

We will be celebrating Thanksgiving with a worship service on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, 21 November, at 7:30 p.m., with Holy Communion.
Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of November

Ushers

November 4


8:30 am – David Benner


10:30 am – Walter Sobers/Cate Sulek

November 11

8:30 am – Keith Siekieski

10:30 am – Harold Bowers/Cynthia Outman

November 18


8:30 am – Jim Tuminella


10:30 am – John & Agnes Nelson

November 21


7:30 p.m. – David Benner

November 25


8:30 am – David Henninger

10:30 am – Will & Stephen Arroyo

Acolytes

November 4


10:30 am – Cynthia Outman

November 11


10:30 am – Olivia Kellar

November 18


10:30 am – Isabel Balsavage

November 25


10:30 am – Erin Cunefare

Service Assistants

November 4


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim  Brinkley


10:30 am –Lector – Nikki Ireton




CA – Team 4


November 11


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am –Lector – Agnes Nelson




CA – Team 2

November 18


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am –Lector – Carol Ireton




CA – Team 3

November 25


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am – Lector – Taylor Cunefare




CA – Team 1

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler

Counters

November 4 – Chip and Allyson Combee

November 11 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

November 18 – David and Lin Parker

November 25 – John and Margaret Holden

General News and Notes

November Birthdays

1
Bob Axel


2
Terez Ratel

7
Viola Main

9
Rob Hildebrand

12
Sue Benner

14
Aaron Durrence
Kingsley Marske

15
Harold Bowers

17
Leyla Kellar

21
Bitsy Marske

23 
Rev. David Hardy
Mark Nelson

25
Lauren Axel

Sarah Fillon

26
Evan Housworth
Mike Fillon


Lynn Lefebvre

27
Michael Bennett

29
Edna Waring

30
Lanny Henderson

Baptisms


Reagan Elizabeth Arneson, daughter of Mark and Catherine (Cappi) Arneson was baptized on Sunday, 21 October, at the 10:30 a.m. service.


Claire Nicoll Smith, was received as a member of Living Grace through adult baptism on Wednesday, 24 October.
New Members


On Sunday, 21 October, at the 10:30 a.m. service, we welcomed by letter of transfer, Mark and Catherine (Cappi) Arneson, Morgan and Ashley.
Membership List

Updates/Changes


Evan Housworth

479 E. Paces Ferry Road, #302


Atlanta, GA   30305


404/842-9927


Kathy Johnson


no longer has an email address


To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report

The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through September 30 was $185,858.80.  For the same period in 2006 we had received $190,869.71.  

Unfortunately our current level of giving is 2.7% below the same period of 2006.  Our budgeted income for the first nine months of 2007 is $319,286.25.

A complete outline of income and expenses for January through September 2007 is on the bulleting board for your review.

Finance Committee


The Finance Committee request that all Committee Chairpersons submit their proposed 2008 budgets by 4 November.  The Finance Committee will begin reviewing the proposals on 7 November.  If you have any questions, please contact Jim Brinkley, Gene Durrence, Jr., or Pat Stowers.

Thanks, Pat Stowers
Thank You!

The Sew ‘N Sews would like to thank everyone who participated in our baby shower on October 7th.  We will make good use of the blankets, clothing, material, and money that we received.

Thank you,


Jo Ann Durrence



For the Sew ‘N Sews


Graceful Group


The Graceful Group will meet on Thursday, 8 November.  We will begin with a potluck lunch at 11:30.  Our program will be presented by the DeKalb County Police Department on identity theft.  Please notify JoAnn Durrence if you can attend, 404/633-1833 or gmdurrence@bellsouth.net.

Notary Public


Jan Levengood is now a Notary Public.  So if you need any documents to be notarized, you can come to Living Grace during Jan’s office hours, Tuesdays and Fridays, 10 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  However, please call first to make sure Jan is in the office.
Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.


Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Jim Axel; Harold Bowers; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Wanda Meese; Jerry Prunty; Diane Reitz; Darrell Simmons; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Sigrid Mierbeith McShan


Friend of Viola Main

Steven Main


Family of Viola Main

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley

Carolyn Steele


Friend of Connie Holley

1st LT Matthew Hardy, USA

Camp Victory, Iraq

Sgt. Michael Hardy, USMC


Al Taqaddum, Iraq

Health Ministry of Living Grace


As we look towards Thanksgiving we are humbled by the bountiful harvest our Lord provides for us.  He lovingly supplies all of our needs and helps us to share our blessings with others.  We are thankful for many things, among them is the gift of our days.  This month I would like to share some thoughts on The Gift of Our Days:  Growing Older in God’s Grace.


All of our days are a gift from God


Whether we live a long or short life, all of our days are in the Lord’s hands (Psalm 39:4).  Because of His great love for us, we can rest easy knowing He will always provide for us.  At times, it is very hard to understand why some die at a young age, while others live for years with difficult health problems.  Our comfort is that the circumstances and length of our lives is not an indication of God’s love for us.  He can make something good out of our most difficult problems.


God has a purpose for all of our days


It sometimes seems easier to find purpose in our lives when we have busy schedules, and feel that we are really making the world a better place.  Yet during those hectic and busy years, sometimes our focus is on what we want, and not on God.  Our schedules often cause us to lose our perspective.  As we age, we often are quiet enough to hear the small still voice of the Lord.  When our life purpose is based on our relationship with God, we can experience His wholeness and peace.


How can I grow older in God’s Grace?


There are several things we can do to improve the quality of our lives as we age.


First, we can remember that all our days are a gift from God.


Second, we can respect the life which God has blessed us.  This can include doing things to promote our physical, emotional, and spiritual health.


Third, we can accept that life means change.  Except for the unchanging love of our God, everything else will change over time.  If we can develop a flexible and positive attitude, often our adjustment is easier.


Fourth, we can value the past and learn from it.  Our past experience are a rich resource that younger people can’t obtain.  By taking our past with us into the future, we create a more meaningful future!


Fifth, we can turn to our faithful God for help.  The same God who gave us life and guided us in our youth, is present to embrace us during difficult times , and gently bring us to Himself.



“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.”  (Numbers 6:24-26)

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister
Dates to Remember

11 November – Healing Service after 10:30 a.m. service


Most of you are aware that I am affiliated  with Gwinnett Medical Center’s Congregational Health Ministry.


On Thursday, 6 December, at 7:00 p.m., Congregational Health Ministry is presenting the “Lights of Love and Remembrance.”  It will be held at the Outpatient Center at GMC in Duluth.  All are invited to honor or remember someone you love.


This program benefits the Parish Nurse Program.  Luminaries can be purchased for $20.00.  The forms will be on the ushers’ table in the narthex.


Yoga Classes will be on Saturday, 3 and 10 November, at 2:00 p.m.

Outreach Committee

Outreach Appreciation Luncheon

Sunday, November 11th, after the late service, all members of the congregation are cordially invited to a covered dish luncheon sponsored by the Outreach Committee celebrating the many hours and days of time that members and friends of Living Grace have spent volunteering to support our many outreach projects.  

Bring a covered dish, meat, vegetable or desert, to share.  Beverages will be provided.

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for            Homeless Women
For the 24th consecutive year, Living Grace will staff the shelter for two weeks.  We will be covering the shelter from Thursday November 15th through Wednesday November 21st, and from Sunday January 6th through Saturday January 12th.  

Mark your calendars and select the time most convenient for you, or you and a friend!  Your one night of service (or more!) means so much for the women who are working so hard to become independent, once again.  

David and Sue Benner will, once again, serve as coordinators for this project.  They will be happy to provide you any information on what a volunteer does at the shelter.  Call them @770.493.4044 or speak to them at any time for additional information.

The sign up sheet, as is the tradition, will be located on the manger display in the narthex. 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing

A new Outreach tradition will begin on Monday, November 26th from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM at Northlake Mall when members of Living Grace will be able to volunteer to act as bell ringers for the Salvation Army Holiday Appeal.

Thanks to David Parker for making the arrangements!  A sign up sheet will be placed in the narthex.  Be a charter member of the Living Grace Salvation Army Bell Ringing Group!

Hope Lodge

On Tuesday, November 27th at 6:00 PM, we will again prepare and serve dinner to the guests at Hope Lodge.  Hope Lodge provides housing for cancer patients undergoing treatment at Emory Hospital and for their caregivers.  Please contact Sue Benner @770.493.4044 if you have additional questions or would like some additional information on how you can help in this effort.

Lutheran Services of Georgia

Angel Tree Project

We are working with Lorraine Dorough of Lutheran Service of Georgia to determine how we can participate in the annual Angel Tree project.  Gifts will be needed for foster children of various ages and for their foster parents.

Watch for further details in the bulletin announcements.

Bread for the World

Offering of Letters Campaign

Join with other Christian church members across the country by sending each of your Senators a letter urging them to make important changes in the allocation of funds in the reauthorization of the US Farm Bill.  The bill, which addresses hunger issues in the United States and around the world, is only reviewed every five years and Congress will be acting on it this month or next. 

Sample letters, stationary, envelopes and Senators' addresses will be provided on tables in the Fellowship Hall.  Additional printed information will also be available there.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Church Women United Meeting

On Friday November 2nd Church Women United will meet to celebrate World Community Day.  The meeting will be held at St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church at 6740 James B. Rivers Drive. Registration and coffee at 9:30 AM, the Meeting will begin at 10:30 AM.  Contact Sue Benner @770.493.4044 for additional information.

Fall Retreat

Will be at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Saturday November 10th, 2007. Trinity will provide a continental breakfast; Redeemer will provide decorations and Rock of Ages will provide favors. 

Registration Fee is $10 and includes lunch. Registration begins at 9:00 AM and the program begins at 9:30 AM.  Contact Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 or Sue Benner @770.493.4044 for reservations.

Sew-N-Sews

This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday November 12th – 10:00 AM to 12:00 N.  If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program.

Heifer Sunday

Heifer International Sunday is November18th.   We thank all who are helping us to increase our 


offerings for this program that   sustains and develops food resources to the people of developing countries. Thanks for your generous contributions! 
General Meeting Christmas

 Luncheon

This annual meeting will be held on Saturday December 8th 12:00 N at the church.  The Anna Circle will host this luncheon meeting.  

At this meeting a drawing will be held for two of the quilts made by the Piecemakers.  Proceeds from the sale of the raffle tickets will be used for purchase of quilting supplies.
Parish Education
Sunday School for Children
We have a wonderful Sunday School program for all ages of children.  We have Sunday School teachers, but now we need the CHILDREN.  Parents, please prayerfully consider bringing your children to Sunday School.  The time is 9:30 sharp!!



Christmas Program

This year’s Christmas Program is scheduled for Sunday, 16 December.  Carol Ireton will be the director of the program this year.  She is planning to have several Sunday afternoon rehearsals for the program.  On Sunday, 4 November, at 1:00 p.m., there will be an informational meeting for both parents and children to talk about the program and finalize the dates for rehearsals.

Please plan to attend!
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Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Day of Thanksgiving

22 November 2007


One of the names for holy communion is eucharist.  It comes from a Greek word meaning “to give thanks.”  Food and thanksgiving always go together, for life is a precious gift from God.  Every meal, every harvest is an occasion for giving thanks and for acknowledging that all God’s gifts are on loan for us to use in acts of praise.

We will be celebrating Thanksgiving on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., with Holy Communion.  Please plan to attend this worship service.

Living Grace Choirs 


The Adult Choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  This choir sings every Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.


The Handbell Choir, for ages 10 and above, rehearse on Sunday afternoons for about one hour.  The November schedule is as follows:


4 November – 12:30 p.m.


18 November – 12 noon


The “Spirits,” is for all ages that love to sing and play instruments such as drums, piano, guitars, etc.  This group rehearses a variety of music on Sunday afternoons.  If you are interested in joining this group or want more information, please contact Andy Sulek, 404/569-8806.


The Youth Choir, for ages 7 through high school, rehearse on Sundays after the 10:30 service.  The November schedule is as follows:


4 November – 12 noon


The Carol Choir is for the children of ages 3 to 5.  Every 4th Sunday during the Sunday School class, they will be learning music to sing for worship services and learning how to have fun with music.

Music Fund


This is a reminder of the new fund we have established for our concert/recital series that is in development.  We already have the Atlanta Sacred Chorale scheduled to come to Living Grace for a concert in May 2008.  We are working on other artists and concerts.  So if you would like to give a gift in memory or in honor of a loved one to this fund, just annotate the check for “Living Grace Music Fund.”

Special Days in November

1 November

All Saints

4 November

All Saints Sunday

22 November

Thanksgiving Day

25 November

Christ the King

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE – 18 NOVEMBER
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DON’T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR 

SUNDAY, 4 NOVEMBER 2007


LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!
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