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November 2006 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  ww.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER

All Saints Sunday, 5 November

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Sunday 32, Time after Pentecost, 12 November

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Sunday 33, Time after Pentecost, 19 November

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Christ the King, 26 November

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Special Services in November

Wednesday, 8 November

Healing Service at 6:00 p.m.

Light supper served at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, 19 November

Community Thanksgiving Service at Living Grace, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, 22 November

Thanksgiving Eve Service at Living Grace, 7:30 p.m.

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

November Birthdays

1
Bob Axel

2
Terez Ratel

7
Viola Main

12
Sue Benner

14
Aaron Durrence
Kingsley Marske

15
Harold Bowers

17
Leyla Kellar

21
Bitsy Marske

23 
Rev. David Hardy
Mark Nelson

25
Lauren Axel

Sarah Fillon

26
Evan Housworth
Mike Fillon

29
Edna Waring

30
Lanny Henderson

Baptism


Lucas William Osada, son of Mark and Stephanie Osada was baptized at Living Grace on Sunday, 17 September 2006.

New Member


Michael Bennett, 4056 Wildflower Lane, Tucker, GA 30084, telephone 770/934-2575, cell 404/290-6716.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through September 30 was $190,869.71. For the same period in 2005 we had received $195,287.91. Unfortunately our current level of giving is 2.3% less than 2005 for the same period.  Our budgeted income for the first nine months of 2006 is $260,444.25.
ELWHymnals


The new hymnals have been ordered and we will hopefully be receiving the shipment in a couple of weeks.  If you would like to help fray the costs of the hymnals, you may make a donation in honor of or in memory of loved ones for the cost of $20.00 each.  We will have order blanks similar to the poinsettias and Easter lilies for you to fill out and please hand them into the office or Leanne Beutler’s mailbox.  Thank you!

Senior Social Group

Our Senior Social Group has a new name.  At the October meeting, it was voted to change the name to Graceful Group.  The name was suggested by Jan Levengood.

For the November 9th meeting, the Senior Ensemble from Horizon Theatre will perform three of their short plays.  The group writes and performs their own scripts under the direction of the Artistic Director of Horizon Theatre, Jeff Adler.  There will be ten performers and following the performance, they will be joining us for lunch and socializing.  To help cover the cost of the performance, we will be passing the hat.  For your covered dish that day, please plan to bring a larger dish to help serve our extra guests.  For your information, Matt and Alice plan to furnish the meat dish (meat balls.)  Please bring a vegetable, salad or dessert. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

It is most important that we know the total number of persons who will be attending so we can plan for tables, chairs, drinks, etc.  Please call or email JoAnn Durrence 404-633-1833 or durrence@comcast.net by or before Tuesday, November 7.  It would also be helpful if you would tell JoAnn which category of food you plan to bring.


We encourage you to invite and bring friends.  We hope to have a big audience for this special performance.

Matt and Alice Adler

Budget Call


The committees’ budgets for 2007 are due to the Finance Committee on 5 November 2006.  The Finance Committee will review the budget submissions on 9 November 2006.  Please submit your budgets to Pat Stowers.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pat Stowers or Jim Brinkley.

Trees to Beautify Living Grace


We wish to thank everyone who graciously contributed to the trees for Living Grace.  Some of the trees have already been planted.  It should be wonderful to see the spring at our new location.

A Letter from Andy

Dear Living Grace Family,

Greetings to all of you from Monrovia, Liberia: Deuteronomy 31:8 says it well, "The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you, he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged."  In lay man terms this means, "Let no feeling of discouragement prey upon you, and in the end you are sure to succeed."

This letter is long over due. I arrived safely in Liberia but it was during the rainy season (time when it rains a lot). There has been lots of adjustments for me and my family and these adjustments are just too many to list; but through all of this I am reminded of Deuteronomy 31:8.  My Living Grace Family, your prayers for me and my family is much appreciated and we are very proud to be members of this Christian family.  Our good Shepherd Pastor Hardy along with the Board of Directors and of course not forgetting members of the congregation have created a culture of family hood that has become all-embracing and has enabled all of us to become brother and sisters in Christ.  This Christian methodology under Pastor Hardy's leadership has created an integrity system that has become the conduit for good governance at Living Grace Lutheran Church.


The people in this part of the world are really hungry for the Gospel.  There are so many people at church service it is unbelievable. St Peter Lutheran Church has four different groups that make up the church's choir.  They have the Junior, Adult, combine for the English service and the traditional Kpelle/Lorma group. If an individual is five minutes late for church service, he/she gets no seat. The seats will all be taken and you have to stand up during the entire service. The seating capacity of the church is approximately 1000.


In September I was a guest speaker at a village Lutheran Church Preaching Point where my mother has served as an Evangelist for over (50) fifty years.  We had people from ten (10) villages that came to listen to me.  My topic was, "You Are Special."  We had approximately 300 people. It was a day of celebration, rejoicing and giving glory to God for my people and my safe return to Liberia. If only I had a camcorder to video tape the occasion, it would have been a blessing to send that video for all of you to see. I had one small camera and it was very uncooperative (did not work). In my next correspondence, I will send a copy of my speech (sermon) for publication in the church newsletter for all to read. One other reason for my trip to Liberia was for data gathering in writing my dissertation. My proposed topic is, "The Significance of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Development, Organization & Management in Liberia: Assessed the conditions under which NGO can adopt the transformational leadership model. A Case Study of Good Governance and Democracy-2003-2006."  My target population will be the people of Liberia, West Africa


I can be contacted by email uniqueinsurance@bellsouth.net  or 001 649-5358 phone number. Email is the best method of communicating with me to internet and other challenges.

With Joy in His Victory,

Andrew S. Allakamenin

Penelope Pew Brings Friend to Church


Penelope Pew brought her friend, Suzy Singer to Living Grace.  Suzy Singer had been to Living Grace before when we were worshiping at the St. Matthew and St. Michael’s chapels.  When Suzy walked into Living Grace, she was so amazed how much bigger the Sanctuary was compared to the chapels.  Suzy asked Penelope how things were going in the new church.  Penelope remarked that there were a lot of changes that she had to get used to in worshiping at the new church.  Suzy asked Penelope,


“What is so different?”


Penelope answered,


“Well, it is bigger, so that is something right away that feels different.  The chapels were smaller and thus felt very cozy and warm and I think if someone whispered in the back corner, the people in the front could hear them.  Also, the choir is in the back instead of in the front.  This is a BIG difference.  The choir now blends and is like our foundation when we are singing.  We can’t really hear them, but they are there.  I guess I have to tune my ears differently to hear speaking and singing.  Suzy, it is a beautiful place to worship in and we are so excited because every week we seem to get visitors.  Some of them are even coming back week after week!”


Suzy said, “You look and sound so excited!”


Penelope replied,  “I am, this is where I need to be.”

Something to Think About


Chances are there are projects around the house that may need to be done, the new light fixture in the dining room, or what about that squeaking door.  If there is, give Franklin Benner a call.  Over the phone he may be able to help figure out what he can do for you, everything from a doorknob to a new deck.  Just give Franklin a call at 678/920-1167

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.
Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Lelya Kellar, Julien Lange; John Nelson, Cynthia Outman; Jerry Prunty; Joan “Jo” Richards; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Carla Basile


Sister-in-law of Peggy Levengood

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Bill Holley


Friend of Jan Levengood

Lori Murphy



Friend of Jan Levengood

Joy Pressley


Friend of Leanne Beutler

Jim Lively


Friend of Leanne Beutler

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Judy Kissell


Mother-in-law of Matthew Parker

Bill Franke

Uncle of Margery Kellar

Ruth Cherry


Friend of Margery Kellar

Marvin Cherry


Friend of Margery Kellar
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS FOR NOVEMBER

PARISH NURSE

Each Tuesday and Friday, 10-2

SEW ’N SEWS

Monday, 13 November, at 10:00 a.m., at the church

QUILTING GROUP

Second Saturdays and Fourth Thursdays, at 9:00 a.m., at St. James Lutheran Church

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

“SPIRITS’ REHEARSALS

Sundays at 12 noon and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS

Sundays, 12 noon – 12:30 p.m.

WELCA

World Community Day, Friday, 3 November, at 9:30 a.m., at Living Grace

Fall Cluster Meeting, Saturday, 4 November, at 9:30 a.m., at Messiah Lutheran Church

Dorcas Circle, Tuesday, 7 November, at 10 a.m.

Miriam Circle, Saturday, 18 November, 

at 10 a.m.

PARISH EDUCATION

Teacher Training, Saturday, 18 November, at 10 a.m.

Parish Education Committee Meeting, Saturday, 18 November, at 12 noon

HEALING SERVICE

Wednesday, 8 November, at 6:00 p.m.

Light supper served at 5:00 p.m.

OUTREACH LUNCHEON

Sunday, 19 November, after the 10:30 service

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DAY

Sunday, 19 November, at 6:30 p.m., at Living Grace

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE

Wednesday, 22 November, at 7:30 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

 26 NOVEMBER 2006

Health Ministry of Living Grace


“Keep His decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go well with you and your children after you and that you may live long in the land the Lord your God gives you for all time.”  (Deut. 6:40)


Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  Many of us will be gathering with family, and giving thanks to God for the many blessings we have received from His hand.  It will be time to catch up on the latest from Aunt Sue, Grandma, Uncle Ben – time to pass the potatoes, stuffing and pumpkin pie.  This year, consider sharing more than just food and news.  Thanksgiving is the perfect opportunity to fill in your family health history!


Our family histories may turn out to be one of the most important factors in whether or not we develop certain types of diseases, such as:  diabetes, stroke, high cholesterol, cancer, and others.  Knowing what we may be more prone to, can be the first step we take in prevention.  We may not be able to change your genes, but we certainly become aware of, and learn to decrease those risk factors in our lives that may predispose us toward certain illnesses.  For instance, quitting smoking if we have had a close relative with oral or lung cancer, or reducing cholesterol if our family is prone to heart disease, getting routine mammograms if we have a history of breast cancer – to name only a few.


According to the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, key features of a family health history that increase risk are:

· Diseases that occur at an earlier age than expected (10-20 years before most people get the disease).

· Disease in more than one close relative.

· Disease that does not usually affect a certain gender (for example, breast cancer in a male).

· Certain combinations of diseases within a family (for example, breast and ovarian cancer, or heart disease and diabetes).


Some disease, such as diabetes, may follow a generational pattern, putting us at higher risk for developing the disease, or for developing it at an earlier age.  It does not necessarily mean that we will develop the disease for certain.  Genes are only one factor contributing to disease development.


The best way to learn about your family health history is to talk to your family.  Ask questions, draw a family tree, and record health information – square shapes for men, and circles for women.  Take notice if certain diseases occur more often than others.  Gather lifestyle information, such as heavy drinking or smoking.  Collect information about you, your children, brothers and sisters, parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews.  Make a note if they are deceased, and if known, the cause of death.  There may be some blank areas, or if you are adopted, you may face the added challenge of accessing this information.  (The National Adoption Clearinghouse is a resource that may be able to help with the process.)


Then put what you’ve learned to good use!  Once it is collected, share the information with your doctor and your parish nurse.  They may be able to make recommendations of things you can do to help prevent a disease.  Knowing your family health history is a powerful tool in helping to understand risk.  Make copies for your siblings, your children. . . pass it along. . . right along with the cranberry sauce and turkey!


A blessed Thanksgiving to all!!

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Dates to Remember

Wednesday, 8 November, Healing Service, 6:00 p.m., with a light supper at 5:00 p.m.
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Atlanta Intercultural Ministries

The following for Cold Weather Kits are needed:

· Chapstick

· Kleenex (purse size)

· Small bag or box of throat lozenges

· Hand Towelettes (like the ones you receive at a bar-be-que)

· Small sample bottles of moisturizing lotion

· Socks for children or adults – nothing fancy, but new

Please place the items in the box in the coat room.

Jo Ann Durrence

Outreach Committee

Hope Lodge


On Monday, November 13th at 6:00 PM, we will again prepare and serve dinner to the guests at Hope Lodge.  Hope Lodge provides housing for cancer patients undergoing treatment at Emory Hospital and for their caregivers.  Please contact Phyllis Prunty @770.237.9807 if you are willing to help.

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for            Homeless Women

For the 23rd consecutive year, Living Grace will staff the shelter for two weeks.  We will be covering the shelter from Wednesday November 15th through Tuesday November 21st, and from Sunday January 7th through Saturday January 13th.  


Mark your calendars and select the time most convenient for you, or you and a friend!  Your one night of service (or more!) means so much for the women who are working so hard to become independent, once again.  The knowledge that you have helped to make a difference in the life of a woman regaining a hold on her life is one of the greatest satisfactions and rewards of volunteering.


This is the first night that the shelter will be in operation.  This first night and first week is a very critical time for the new ladies coming into the shelter and it is a tribute to the dedication of our Living Grace volunteers that the Shearith Israel staff has offered us the opportunity to help orient the new group!


David and Sue Benner will, once again, serve as coordinators for this project.  They will be happy to provide you any information on what a volunteer does at the shelter.  Call them @770.493.4044 or speak to them at any time for additional information.


David and Sue Benner received an award from the Shearith Israel Night Shelter for their endless contribution to the shelter.  David and Sue have been coordinating volunteers for many years.
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David and Sue Benner receive award

Med - Share


Saturday, November 18th, is the next opportunity available for volunteers to help sort medical supplies that are then provided to many deserving groups who desperately need these very valuable medical resources.


In addition to this date, please mark your calendars for the following additional dates that Living Grace will be participating in this project:

Saturday - January 13, 2007

Saturday - March 10, 2007

Saturday – May 12, 2007

Contact Dennis Ford @404.377.2928 or Don Linnartz @770.455.6060 to volunteer.

Outreach Appreciation Luncheon


Sunday, November 19th, all members of the congregation are cordially invited to a luncheon sponsored by the Outreach Committee celebrating the many hours and days of time that members and friends of Living Grace have spent volunteering to support our many outreach projects.


A special highlight of this luncheon will be the presentation, by a representative of Heifer International, of a plaque in appreciation for the donation of an “Ark” to the Heifer International Project.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Piece Maker’s
   The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Saturday November 11th    - 9:00 AM to 12:00 N and Thursday November 30th - 9:00 AM to 12:00 N. You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need.

Sew-N-Sews
This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday November 13th – 10:00 AM to 12:00 N.  

If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program.


Coming Events 

Heifer Sunday
Heifer International Sunday is November19th.  We thank all who are helping us to increase our offerings for this program that   sustains and develops food resources to the people of developing countries. Thanks for your generous contributions! 
Future Cluster Meetings

Fall Meeting:
Will be at Messiah Church on Saturday November 4th, 2006. Rock of Ages will provide a continental breakfast; Living Grace will provide decorations and favors. 

Registration Fee is $10 and includes lunch. Registration begins at 9:00 AM and the program begins at 9:30 AM.  Contact Sharen Kilpatrick @770.394.0884 or Sue Benner @770.493.4044 for reservations.

Spring Meeting:
Will be at Living Grace Church on Saturday March 24th, 2007. Refreshments provided by Redeemer Church, decorations and favors by Trinity.

Church Women United Meeting


On Friday November 3rd Church Women United will meet to celebrate World Community Day.  Registration and coffee at 9:30 AM, the Meeting will begin at 10:30 AM.  The theme is “Signs of Healing”.


Circles and Meeting Times

Dorcas Circle
The next meeting will be Tuesday November 7th, 10:00 AM at the church.
Miriam Circle
The next meeting will       be Saturday November 18th, 10:00 AM at the church.  All members of the Circle are reminded to bring items for the Samaritan’s Purse project.

General Meeting Christmas Luncheon


This annual meeting will be held on Saturday December 9th 12:00 N at the church.

Campbell Soup Labels

Notice to all those saving Campbell Soup labels.  We need both the label and the bar code.
Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

All Saints Sunday


All Saints Sunday celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who make up the body of Christ.  With thanksgiving we remember all the faithful departed, especially those most dear to us who have died.  Today’s readings are filled with rich images of the eternal life promised to all the saints.  The holy meal is a foretaste of that great and promised feast where death or pain will be no more.  Even in the midst of loss and grief God wipes away the tears from our eyes and makes all things new.

Day of Thanksgiving


As winter darkness crosses the land, the nation takes time to offer thanks for the harvest and the abundant resources of this land.  Even though this holiday witnesses many households gathering for a festive meal, Christians recognize that the source of all good things is the God who feeds the birds and clothes the grass of the field.  Gathered at Christ’s supper, we offer thanksgiving for the bread of life and the cup of blessing.  And here, as we share these gifts, we are knit together into a community whose mission is among the poor and those in need.  We offer thanks to God for the bounty of the land and seek to share these riches with all in need.


On this date the church commemorates Clement, the third bishop of Rome, as well as Miguel Agustín Pro, a priest who was martyred in 1927 for his support of poor people in Mexico.


You will have two opportunities to celebrate Thanksgiving at Living Grace.  On Sunday, 19 November, at 6:30 p.m., we will have a Community Thanksgiving Service at Living Grace.  We will be celebrating with several churches in the Tucker area.  Also, on Wednesday, 22 November, at 7:30 p.m., we will have worship service with Holy Communion.  Please prayerfully consider attending one or both of these services.

Christ the King


On Sunday, 26 November, we celebrate Christ the King Sunday.  We proclaim Christ our king as he goes to the throne of the cross.  We acclaim him our ruler as he sheds his blood.  We acknowledge him as our Lord as he gives himself to us in bread and cup.  Christ is our King as he reigns from the tree, sharing our fears and experiencing our frailties.  In the reign of God, the powerful one does not intimidate the weak, but cares for them.  In the reign of God, the person of authority does not use others, but seeks them out and crowns them with mercy.


In the liturgical year of the church, this is the last day of the season.  On Sunday, 3 December, we will celebrate a new year, the First Sunday in Advent.

Penelope Pew talks with Suzy Singer about Senior Choir


On the Sunday Penelope brought her friend Suzy Singer, the Senior Choir’s anthem was extraordinary.  After the service, Suzy said to her friend Penelope,


“You know, I love to sing and would love to join this choir, but they are so good.”

Penelope said,  “Suzy, yes they are good, but anyone can join the choir.  It is a volunteer choir.”

Suzy, “But, I’m not that good, I can’t read music, I just follow what I hear!”

Penelope, “That is okay, I know a choir member, Wendy Whisper, who knew nothing about notes or time or music.  She thought notes looked like bugs on a sheet of paper.  With the help of the other choir members and the director, Wendy learned how to read music and became confident, that she no longer whispers, but has a beautiful singing voice.  You don’t have to be a professional, you just have to like to sing and enjoy praising the Lord in His Sanctuary.  I’ll introduce you to the director, Ken Sass.  He will be happy to meet you.  They rehearse on Wednesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.”

Junior Choir


The Junior Choir has weekly rehearsals after the 10:30 worship service.  We welcome all children from first grade through eighth grade.  We would like the Junior Choir to sing for the worship services once a month.  Our attendance for the past two months has been a little low.  We encourage all children to come and try out the choir.  For more information, please talk with Leanne Beutler, Director.

Lay Assistants


The schedules for the lay assistants are now posted on a bulletin board that is standing on an easel in the narthex when you first enter from the front door.  The counters’ schedule is also posted on the bulletin board.

Upcoming Concert


On Sunday, 5 November, the Atlanta Sacred Chorale will be giving a concert at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Norcross at 5:00 p.m.  Our staff singers, Sarah Russka and Miguel Santiago sing with this group.

Special Days in November

1 November

All Saints Day

5 November

All Saints Sunday

23 November

Day of Thanksgiving

26 November

Christ the King

30 November

St. Andrew, Apostle
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