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May 2009 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Learn from Charts?
Can we learn anything from charts and graphs?  That’s not a bad question.  Businesses use these tools to study market trends and to guide decision-making for future plans.  Others use them to indicate success or failure.  And sometimes they are used simply to validate anecdotal observations.  It is this latter use to which we are putting the attached graph.

Each year we report to the national church offices and to the synod our average worship attendance for the year.  From year to year we can compare the numbers and know whether we were up or down from the previous year.  That number, though, does not indicate patterns or trends even though we often “feel” that there are differences from year to year.

With the help of Jerry Chappell of our congregation, we have begun to chart some of our critical statistics to see in what direction we may be moving.  Of the three charts/graphs that will be shared with you in three successive newsletters, we are beginning with a look at Sunday attendance, especially 2009 to date compared with 2008, the whole year.

Interestingly, both years began with the same attendance total for the first Sunday of the year: 123.  That is either very unusual or remarkable planning without a plan in place.  The chart itself has six lines: 2 for the 8:30 services at the bottom; two for the 10:30 services at about the mid-point of the page; and two for totals.  We have not taken into account the once-a-month 9:30 services that run for 5 months nor any special services such as healing, Lenten weekday, or Holy Week. Obviously, the three lines dedicated to 2009 are not complete; they chart only through Easter of this year.

Here is what we have observed: Easter, as we have always known is our high point in the year, exceeding even Christmas.  That is probably somewhat appropriate since Easter is our most significant festival day.  We also note that comparing averages from one year to the next, using Easter as a common ending point, the average attendance through Easter of ‘09 is 10 higher than the same point last year.  We should point out, though, that Easter came three weeks later in ‘09 than in ‘08.  That may make a difference.

What we also observed, with some small alarm, is that in ‘08 attendance began to decline slowly post-Easter and never did recover until the beginning of this year.  That finding confirmed what we saw anecdotally during the year.  Why did that happen?  Will it happen again this year?

We always anticipate a drop-off in attendance during the summer months as people travel or just take it easy but the traditional trend is for a resurgence in mid-September which sustains itself to Christmas.  That did not happen in ‘08.  That can be, potentially, damaging if not ultimately catastrophic.  Not only does it reduce the number of people in worship, it also reduces the numbers in Sunday School, choir, children’s choir, and other groups.  And it reduces income since Lutherans, unless using Simply Giving, tend to donate only when present physically in church.

We are learning some things from these graph studies, one of which, and perhaps most important, is to encourage you to keep the faith in regular attendance.  Forgiveness and grace are needed and useful throughout the year, not just pre-Easter.

Fifth Sundays
Each year has four months in which there are five Sundays.  While they are not of great significance, they are something of an anomaly.  Our Visioning Committee and Council have decided, that for the next twelve-month period, we should use these Sundays in a special way for fellowship and growth.

The first occasion for this comes in May on the 31st.  On that Sunday there will be only one service at 10:30.  Those who regularly attend the 8:30 service are encouraged to sleep one hour longer and join us at 10:30.  We will use a liturgy not in the new books, the Setting 5 from “With One Voice” and the hymns shall all be quite familiar.

After the service, there will be a cook-out of hamburgers and hot dogs, just like a summertime cookout.  People are asked to bring a side salad or dessert for sharing; everything else will be provided.  And, though hosted by the Visioning Committee, it will be an occasion to introduce our newest members to the congregation in a fun and informal setting.  And since that day also happens to be Pentecost, you are invited to wear something red for the day.

Plan to be a part of this festival day.  May 31 at 10:30 with cook-out to follow.

Pastor Hardy
Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of May

Ushers

May 3


8:30 – Michael Hardy


10:30 – David and Lin Parker

May 10


8:30 – David Benner


10:30 – Paul Lefebvre/Ed Kennedy

May 17


8:30 – Jim Tuminella


10:30 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

May 24


8:30 – David Benner


10:30 – Merrill and JoAnn Durrence

May 31


10:30 – John and Agnes Nelson

Acolytes

May 3 – James Cressman

May 10 – Abi Akamo

May 17 – Olivia Durrence

May 24 – TBD

May 31 - TBD

Counters

May 3 – Leanne Beutler

May 10 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

May 17 – David and Lin Parker

May 24 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

May 31 – Chip and Allison Combee

Altar Flowers

May 3 – Stephanie Cunefare

May 10 – Carolyn Davis

May 17 – The Collver Family

May 24 – The Arroyos

May 31 – TBD

Greeters

May 3 – Connie Holley/Betty Hitz

May 10 – Steve and Cindy Nelson

May 17 – Pat Stowers/Phyllis Prunty

May 24 – John and Agnes Nelson

May 31 – Merrill and JoAnn Durrence


Service Assistants

May 3


8:30 – Michael Hardy – L



     David Benner – CA


10:30 – Amy Eklund – L 



       Team 4

May 10


8:30 – Missy Streubel - LCA


10:30 – Cynthia Outman – L 



       Team 5

May 17


8:30 – Pete Mehravari – L 



     Jan Levengood – CA 

10:30 – Lorraine Koeves – L 



       Team 1

May 24


8:30 – Jim Tuminella – L 



     Leanne Beutler – CA


10:30 – Gaelon Ratel – L 



       Team 3

May 31 


10:30 – Jason Eklund – L 



       Team 2

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 =
Lynn Lefebvre – Captain




Stephanie Rhodes




Carolyn Davis

Floaters/Substitutes – Leanne Beutler; Taylor Cunefare; and Jason Eklund

General News and Notes

May Birthdays

2
Edmund Kennedy
Erin Cunefare

5
David Benner

7
Jim Carter

10
Leah Whitmoyer

15
Mackenzie Arroyo

16
Charlette Beutler

21
Fred Kroger

25
Ryan Axel

26
Andrew Hoppen

28
Florence Lange
Bill Conley

29
Aimee Lyons

30
Jan Levengood

Change of Address

As of 2 May, Stephanie Rhodes, will have a new address:


2000 Northlake Parkway


Apt. #13


Tucker, GA   30084


Cell 404/944-0582.

Newsletter Articles

To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Distribution

As we all carefully look at our income and expenses at home, we are also looking at our income and expenses of the church.  One expense that most people may not think of is the expense of the printing and distribution of the monthly newsletter.

An average newsletter is 12 pages.  For each page it costs 9 cents per page.  We print for each member and extras for visitors, 190 newsletters.  So printing alone is $205.20.  It takes 2 reams of paper at 12.00 each, total $24.00.  It takes 3 hours to print the pages and another hour to collate.  Fortunately, you have volunteers that print and collate the newsletter every month.

Thinking of how we can be good stewards of our resources, we have noticed from collecting the information, that most of our members have email addresses.  This would be a cost savings for the church, if we would email the newsletter to our members.  We would continue to print the newsletters for our visitors and those who do not have emails, but the cost would go down not to mention the time of the volunteers which could be doing something else for the church.

As of this writing, I’ve only received a minimal response to emailing the newsletters.  The June Newsletter will be the first to be emailed out to the members.  So please inform Stephanie Cunefare, sacunefare@hotmail.com or Leanne Beutler, Lbeutler@aol.com of your wish to receive the newsletter via email.

Automatic Phone System

Have you been receiving a recorded message informing you of events and special services at Living Grace?  If you have, great, if you have not, please inform Chris Keller so he can check to make sure he has your correct telephone number.  This is a system that we have started using to inform our members of upcoming events and special services at Living Grace.  This is also a great tool to get news out to our members along with our mass email system, bulletin announcements, signs, newsletters and of course the “old-fashioned” personal telephone call.  If you have any events you wish to announce and you have missed the bulletin and or newsletter deadline, consider using the automatic phone system.  Please contact Chris Keller via email at ckeller@webdezyners.com.
Council Officers and Members

 2009

Here are your council officers and members for year 2009.  Pray for them to have wisdom and understanding as they make decisions and lead our ministries as we love and serve the Lord.

Lin Parker
President

Margery Kellar
Vice President

Missy Streubel
Secretary

Mike Collver
 Treasurer

Ruth Scott
 Financial Secretary

Members

Karen Bramlet

Carolyn Davis

Dot Beaver

Mike Ely

Jerry Chappell

Chris Keller

Meredith Collver

Andy Sulek

Stephanie Cunefare

Welcome to new members of Living Grace

To get to know our new members of our family, Phyllis Prunty our resident interviewer offers the following for this month:

Hallie Anderson – 678-361- 7937

Most Sundays you will see Hallie at the 10:30 service.  Before joining Living Grace she was a member of Redeemer.  She is originally from Alabama and has lived in the Atlanta area for l5 years.  She was in outside sales, but right now she is planning her wedding which is taking place in Sweden in May.  She is getting married

in the same church that her grandparents where  married.  After the wedding she and her husband will honeymoon in Italy.

Cindy & Steve Nelson – 770-491-6960

Cindy and Steve generally attend the 10:30 service.  Steve is an attorney for American Title Insurance and Cindy is a Flight Attendant for Delta.  They have three children:  Curt Graduated in 2007 from West Point, Connor is going to college in Tifton Ga. at. A. V. A. C. and Anna Laura is now attending Thurman University.

Bobby Smith – 770-939-8216

Cell 770-296-1820

Bobby generally attends 8:30 service, but once in awhile he attends the 10:30 service.  Bobby is Financial Operations Manager for Burgess Software System.  He has family in Oklahoma and Louisiana.  Had been a Southern Baptist before joining Living Grace.  He said he was looking for a smaller church with friendly people among other things and found them all  at our church.

Tamara, Tim and Esther Albrecht

404-320-7215

Tamara usually attends the 10:30 service.  Tim a professor at Emory University is Director of the Graduate Organ Program, as well as the organist at Glenn Memorial Methodist.  Prior to becoming a member of Living Grace, Tamara was Director of Music at St. Bede's. Esther, their daughter is attending Emory University. 

Please try to seek our new members out and introduce yourselves.

Graceful Group

Thursday, May 14, 2009

Arrive:     11:30 – 12:00

Lunch:     12:00 – Potluck

Bill Rumble, Thrivent Representative, who spoke at our last meeting has graciously offered to supply a dessert table for this meeting.   Members are asked to bring one of the following:

meat or casserole dish, vegetable, salad, or other side dish.
We will have about ten extra guests from the Senior Ensemble.

Program: The Senior Ensemble from Horizon Theatre will present three plays. Please invite friends for this special program.  We will ask for donations to cover the cost.

Reservations:  Call or email JoAnn Durrence at 404-633-1833 or gmdurrence@bellsouth.net.
Book and Magazine Exchange:  bring to share.  Books you read may be brought back for someone else to enjoy.  Leftover magazines will be recycled to DeKalb County.  

Help:  If you can volunteer to help set up or clean up, it would be most appreciated.  Please call JoAnn Durrence  (see above info) or Alice Adler- 404-296-7288  or alicerhodes357@mindspring.com.   

Guidelines for Prayer Requests

Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members

Tamara Albrecht; Nancy Althafer; Jim Axel; Bill Conley; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Wanda Meese; Lloyd Meese; Jerry Prunty; and Linda Tuminella

Family and Friends

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Steven Main


Son of Viola Main

Fred Reese


Brother of Cate Sulek

Loyd


Friend of Jan Levengood

Helen Cunningham


Mother of Margery Kellar

Michael Nowling


Friend of Linda Tuminella

Geri Tape and Keith Hartmann


Friends of Kathie Kennedy

Marlene


Friend of Kathie Kennedy

Anne Cressman


Mother of Marlene Hardy

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Kay Clark


Friend of Connie Holley

Linda Linke


Friend of Living Grace

Craig


Friend of Becky Frye


Judy Kissel


Friend of Lin Parker

Kelly


Friend of Margery Kellar

Jim Pierce


Friend of Ruth Scott

Ursula Booch


Friend of Connie Holley
Brittony Cain


Friend of Ruth Scott

Tom Frye


Family of Becky Frye

Jennifer Gonyea


Friend of Jason and Virginia Dick

Marietta Sandidge


Mother of Jo Kroger

Chuck Firestone


Brother-in-law of Andy Sulek

Barbara Marsh


Friend of Jan Levengood

Ann Bowers


Mother of Harold Bowers

Evelyn Woosley


Friend of Living Grace
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Health Ministry of Living Grace

I hope all of you experienced a blessed Easter, and the confidence and joy of the Resurrection continues to be a blessing to you every day.  As we approach this month, we are aware of the beauties of May, as well as the busy schedule associated with graduations and Mother's Day.  In addition, May is also recognized as National Blood Pressure Month.

What do my Blood Pressure numbers really mean?

Blood pressure is reported in two numbers such as 120/70. The top number (systolic blood pressure) refers to the pressure caused by the beating of the heart and exerted on the walls of the arteries. The lower number (diastolic blood pressure) refers to the pressure that continues in the arteries when the heart is resting.  Normal blood pressure ranges from 100/60 to 139/90 for adults.

What is high blood pressure?

High blood pressure (hypertension) is a continuing elevated blood pressure greater than 140/90.

What are the symptoms of high blood pressure?

NONE.  High blood pressure has no clear symptoms.  This is why it is so important to have your blood pressure checked frequently!

What causes high blood pressure?

The cause is unknown 90% to 95% of the time. This is called primary hypertension. Secondary hypertension results from a cause that can be identified.  Common causes include heart and kidney disease.


I have high blood pressure, so what now?

High blood pressure can be controlled in most cases with a variety of medicines and lifestyle adjustments.

It is important to be confident that the plan you work out with your Doctor will help you. This also means that it is very important to take any medicines your Doctor has prescribed for you, even if you feel fine.  High blood pressure can be a dangerous disease because there are no clear symptoms associated with it,  and it can lead to heart disease, stroke, and kidney problems.

Other things you can do for your blood pressure include (1) lose weight if you are overweight. (2) reduce your intake of salt,  (3) stop smoking, (4) develop and follow a planned regular exercise program (after talking with your Doctor), and (5) use relaxation and stress management strategies.  Our faith life is an important part of healthy living.  There are few stress reduction strategies more effective than leaving our problems at the cross, and living our days hand-in-hand with Christ.

I will check blood pressures any Sunday after Service.  Please stop and ask.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister
Healing Service after 10:30 Service on May 3rd.

Blood Drive on Saturday, May 16th in conjunction with the flea market.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Cluster Meeting 

The Leven Cluster meeting was held on       Saturday April 18th at St. James Lutheran Church.  Theme of the meeting was "In One Spirit". There were over thirty attendees.  

The program highlighted a non-profit water filter program that is producing ceramic water filters for developing nation communities without clean water.

A very nice luncheon was prepared by the women of St. James.  The worship/communion service was conducted by Pastor Julie Crosby.

The next Cluster Meeting will be held on Saturday October 31 at Nativity Lutheran Church.  Details to follow.

Anna Circle

Anna Circle will meet 10:30 a.m., Saturday, May 30, 2009, at church to assemble health kits.  Any women of the church interested in helping are invited to attend.
Sew-N-Sews

This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday May 11th – 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. 

(If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program. Forty-four families received layettes in 2008. 
Piece Maker’s

The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday May 7th, Thursday May 28th and on Saturday May 9th  - 9:00AM to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  
Twenty-Second Annual Convention

Southeastern Synod Women of the

ELCA
The Twenty-Second Annual Convention of the Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA will be held at The Inn At Ellis Square in Savannah, Georgia on September 18th-20th.  

Theme 
   
 “In One Spirit”
Bible Verse
    
 Ephesians 4:1-6
Hymn                       “We are One in the Spirit”
Chaplains
Pastor Shelley Nelson-Bridger




Pastor Beth Birkholz
Keynote Speaker
 Dr. Fred Reisz 

Fred the Fantastic "Mystories"

Bible Study Leader    Pastor Bill Roen
Music Director 
 Dana Lee Smith
Saturday Lunch
 Catered by Paula Deen's 


 "Lady and Sons"

Banquet  
             Low Country Boil


          Ben Tucker Trio entertains 
Love Offering        Care and Counseling Center of Georgia 

                                (Women's Prison Ministry)

Special Guest         Bishop Julian Gordy

Churchwide 

   Representative     Charlene Spillman
In-Kind Gifts        Diapers and baby clothes for  Lutheran Services of Georgia

Host Cluster            Ebenezer Cluster

Pastor Hardy will be driving the Church Bus. Contact Louise Iconis @ 770.934.5072 or Sue Benner @ 770.493.4044 or suembenner@Yahoo.com for additional information.  The cost to ride the bus will be $25.00 per person.
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Outreach Committee

Shearith Israel Night Shelter

Sunday, May 3, 2009 at 2:00 PM

Don't forget to make plans to celebrate the Shelter’s founders and volunteers that will be held on Sunday, May 3, 2009 at 2:00 PM at Congregation Shearith Israel.
There will be a special video presentation of the history of the Shelter, all who have        volunteered at the shelter will be recognized at the celebration.  A keepsake booklet of memories will be distributed to all who attend.      Pastor Hardy will be offering the closing Benediction.

The Shearith Israel Night Shelter, founded in 1983, was the first women’s shelter in the city of Atlanta, and was the first homeless shelter in the United States to be in a synagogue. The Shelter was founded under the leadership of volunteers Helen and Frank Spiegel. The Shelter is open to women of all races, religions and backgrounds. 

Over the past 25 years, approximately 100 Living Grace volunteers have helped the   Shelter to serve nearly 1,000 women in transition. 

If you have never volunteered to serve, this is a great time to come and "kick the tires" by taking one of the specially guided tours of the shelter.

Come join us for the celebration festivities and the complimentary dessert reception which will follow!  

NETWorks

Thanks to all who have so generously donated food items to the food pantry. The need continues for donations. You may place your non-perishable food items in the designated box in the Narthex.  As our economy continues to struggle, more and more families are in need of food.  Our donations are critically needed.

Heifer Sunday

May 17th will be the next designated date for donations. The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.   

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need. 
Special envelopes are provided on these   designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  

Prison Ministries

Paperback Books …Paperback Books!

Judy Knapp of Rock of Ages, Stone Mountain, is the Clinical Chaplin at Pulaski State  Women's Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  One way she has suggested we can help with this ministry is to collect and donate used paperback books to help stock prison libraries.

Providing a wide range of reading materials   ensures that more women will find an interest in reading and, in many cases, will improve reading abilities never before tapped.

We have had a great response so far, please keep this ministry in your thoughts and prayers!

Remember, paperback books only, no hard cover books or magazines, please!

Your donations can be placed in the designated box in the Narthex.   

Southeastern Synod E-news

If you are curious about the latest news from the Southeastern Synod, you would enjoy     receiving their e-newsletter.  You can join the group at synod.office@elca-ses.org.

Volunteering: a Family Tradition

If you didn't see it in the Tucker Times there was a nice article featuring Cathy Shirah's mother Lucy Haddock. Cathy, a dedicated     volunteer here at Living Grace is certainly following a family tradition.

The article identified Lucy as a very special volunteer who has dedicated a great deal of her time and energies to serving the needs of caregivers and families of residents of the Crossroads Hospice in Tucker. 

Lucy, and her husband Tom, are former members of St. Matthew.

Parish Education/Youth

CHICK-FIL-A SPIRIT NIGHT TO BENEFIT LGLC YOUTH GROUP

MAY 21, 5:00pm – 8:00pm, TUCKER STATION

This is an easy and delicious mission trip fundraiser that will give you an excuse not to cook one night!  Just visit the Chick-fil-a on 4340 Hugh Howell Rd. in Tucker on Thursday, May 21st, between 5 and 8 in the evening.  Be sure to get a receipt for your purchase and put it in the “cow” box, which should be marked that night for Living Grace.   Our Youth group will receive 10% of all the receipts placed in the box (and time-stamped) during those three hours!  We will not be allowed to solicit receipts from other guests in the restaurant, so we must spread the word now!  Please pass this on to anyone you know who enjoys Chick-Fil-A and ask them to participate in our spirit night!  Wouldn’t it be sweet to see the place full of Living Grace that night?

WE STILL NEED JUGS.  The big box in the youth classroom is filling up, thanks to you for your donations!  Please keep them coming so that we can easily empty the baptismal pool and water our new sod in June. One hundred and fifty clean, screw-top, one-gallon jugs will be needed to empty the 400-gallon pool. 

MORE DATES

May 16, Rummage Sale to benefit Youth Group (see details elsewhere in this newsletter.)
July 12-18, Youth Mission Trip
A SHOWER OF THANK YOUS!

May is a good time to thank everyone who has supported Parish Education and our youth over this past school year.  Thank you for your prayers, the gifts of your time, talents, classroom items, and monetary donations. God bless you all!

Thank you Naomi Circle members, spouses, and Living Grace youth for putting on another great Easter Celebration for the parish and neighborhood kids the day before Easter.  And thanks to our Bible Storyteller James Reynolds for a wonderful job keeping the kids focused on the meaning of Easter while the eggs were being hidden outside!

A special Thank You goes to Taylor Cunefare, Olivia Kellar, Nikki Ireton, Erin Cunefare and Melody Ireton of the Youth Group for their wonderful dramatic interpretation of the “Dry Bones” story from Ezekiel. The group presented the interpretation during the Easter Vigil service as part of the readings.

And thanks to Chris Keller for updating our church website, which now includes a LGLC kids photo gallery and also the latest Parish Ed/Youth slideshow, highlighting events from 2008.  Check it all out at www.livinggracelutheran.org now! 
YOUTH DO A GOOD TURN.  The Youth Group had a fun and rewarding morning on April 18 working at the Atlanta Community Food Bank Product Rescue Center.  They joined St. John Lutheran’s youth group, and along with other volunteers, they inspected, sorted and boxed over 7400 pounds of food and non-food items for Georgians in need.  This was a great experience that we will hopefully repeat in the near future.

SCHOOL’S (almost) OUT FOR SUMMER!  Although the Adult Sunday school class continues year-round, the last children’s Sunday school classes will be on May 17th.  After that date, volunteers will commence “Spring Cleaning” and begin preparations for another great evening Vacation Bible School program in late July/early August. (July 27-Aug. 1 or Aug. 3-7)
MORE ABOUT VBS.  The final dates for VBS will be announced in the June newsletter after a volunteer round-up and survey of availability.   We had a blast last year and we hope that everyone who helped last summer, youth and adults, will be on board again this summer for another great bible-based adventure!  We need you!!  This year we’re going to the edge with “Camp E.D.G.E.” (can you figure out what the letters mean?)  If you’ve helped with VBS before, you know how much fun we have.  Please contact Cathy S. or Stephanie R. if you have an interest in supporting VBS 2009. 
Stephanie Greer and Cathy Shirah

Adult Sunday School Class

Dusting Off Theology

Did you ever think that the 10 Commandments do not apply to Christians?  If you never did, then you might want to join the Adult Sunday School Class to find out if they do or do not!

Beginning Sunday May 10th, the Adult Sunday School Class will begin an extended series entitled "Dusting Off Theology".  The series is based on video presentations of the renowned Lutheran Theologian Dr. James Nestingen and includes topics that cover the Ten Commandments, the Sacraments, the Creed and Living With the Church.

Dr. Nestingen has been referred to as  "A theological Garrison Keillor".  His enthusiasm and home-spun humor have captivated and educated thousands of listeners.

There's a rich and beautiful testimony of         Lutheran theology waiting to be revealed to you!  So stop in some Sunday morning at 9:30 AM, bring your "dust cloth" with you … and learn why the 10 Commandments don't apply to you … as Christians!

LAMNS MISSION TRIP UPDATE

If any youth or adult is still interested in participating in the Almost Heaven Habitat for Humanity project in Franklin, West Virginia, spaces are still available.  The trip is 12 July-18 July and the cost is $300.00 per person.  Please speak to Steph C or Pastor Hardy if you are interested.  Email: sacunefare@hotmail.com.

An Enormous Thank You

The Youth Group at LGLC and I would like to thank the congregation, family, friends, and visitors of Living Grace Lutheran Church for their awe-inspiring generosity during our 8 day drive to help match funds for our LAMNS Mission Trip to West Virginia.  

As you recall, we had an anonymous donor contribute $2,000.00 towards our Mission Trip, if we could match those funds by Easter Sunday.  When I was approached with this proposal just before Palm Sunday I wondered just how, or if, we could do it.  Well, we did that and more.  Our congregation alone was able to raise, in just 8 short days, $2,656.33.  Not only was our church involved, but Amazing Grace and Nativity, who also participate in the trip, collected funds to help the effort.   Together, they collected almost $1,000.00.  This figure is not included in the total you see above. 

Again, thank you to all of those contributors, big and small.  You all are very giving at a time when giving can sometimes be difficult.  If you didn’t get a chance to contribute, but still would like to, you may do so at any time.  Just contact me or Pastor Hardy to do so.

In friendship,

Steph Cunefare

SPRING CLEANING TIME!!

YARD SALE ITEMS NEEDED

The LGLC Youth Group is having a Yard Sale on Saturday, May 16 from 9a.m.-1p.m.  This is the same day as the Health Ministry blood drive.  No connections, just a convenient time.  The Yard Sale will be in the Pavilion.  We need items donated to help support our Youth activities.  So clean out your closets, basements, and attics and bring us your treasures.

Please carefully read the instructions below as this will insure a successful sale.

· Please be sure to price all your items before you drop them off.  You may use stickers, masking tape, tags or any other form of getting a price on your items.  You don’t have to price books however.

· You may place items in the Fellowship Hall or take them directly to the storage facility in the Pavilion (right side).  Please do not leave items unattended and unlocked.

· If you need to drop off items during a time when the church is unattended, please call to make arrangements 2 days prior and I will meet you to open any doors necessary.  Don’t call me from the church saying you need to get in.  I probably won’t be around and you’ll have to take your things back home with you.

· Suggested acceptable items:  small household appliances, children’s toys/books, household goods, knick-knacks, furniture, books, linens, working electronics etc.  If you would want to buy it at another sale, then bring it to ours.  Someone else will think it is wonderful too. 

· Last day items will be accepted is Friday, May 15.  Sue Benner will be staffing the Pavilion from 3pm-7pm to receive last minute items.  

If you have any questions or to arrange for storage of your items, please contact:

Steph Cunefare

404-248-9739

sacunefare@hotmail.com
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Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Ascension of Our Lord

21 May 2009

The risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth.  The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus; we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast.  We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.




Day of Pentecost

31 May 2009

On the fiftieth day of Easter we celebrate the Spirit, through whom and in whom the people of God are created and re-created.  Pentecost is sometimes called the church’s birthday, but might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since the gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism.  Ezekiel’s vision shows the Spirit resurrecting and re-creating not just individuals but a whole people.  Romans makes it clear that God is in the process of re-creating the entire cosmos; yet the Spirit is also at work in the most intimate and personal way, praying in us “with sighs too deep for words” when we do not know how to pray.

This is the fifth Sunday of the month, so we will have ONE SERVICE AT 10:30.  After the service we will have a “get-together” out at the Pavilion.  Please see Pastor Hardy’s article on page 2 of this newsletter.  Please plan to come and bring a friend!!

Handbell Choir Rehearsals

The Handbell Choir will have a rehearsal Sunday, 17 May, at 12:30 p.m.

Special Days in May

1 May

Philip and James, Apostles

14 May

Matthias, Apostle

21 May

Ascension of Our Lord

30 May

The Vigil of Pentecost

31 May

Day of Pentecost (One service at 10:30)
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