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May 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

“Tucker Celebration Days”

Remember to make arrangements to come join the fun with us as we participate in the annual Tucker Day Celebration for 2007.  Jim Brinkley will again provide a tent for our display booth.

The date is Saturday, May 12th 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  Volunteers will be needed to help out.  Sign-up sheets are available in the narthex, or you may call Lesley Campbell @770.918.9766.  

“First Year Anniversary”

Can you believe that we will be celebrating our first year anniversary in our new building in less than 3 months?  Living Grace has been blessed with our ministry since we have moved to Tucker, GA.  We have lost some family through death and changes of neighborhoods.  But, we have been very blessed and celebrate with our new family members who have come to join us in our ministry.

Jim and Linda Tuminella

Michael Bennett

Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Colin Cressman

Stella Hurst

Andrew and Nicole Hoppen

Dean and Jamie Leckband, Megan and Nick

Scott and Debra Melchionda, Jake and Henry

Douglas and Laura Leckband, Lucas and Jasmine

John and Margaret Willis

Paul and Lynn Lefebvre

Stephanie Greer

Mary Ann Blessing

Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of May and the first Sunday of June

Ushers

May 6


8:30 am – David Henninger


10:30 am – Merrill & JoAnn Durrence

May 13

8:30 am – Keith Siekierski


10:30 am – Matt Adler/Ed Kennedy

May 20


8:30 am – Jim Tuminella

10:30 am – Chip Combee/Cynthia Outman

May 27


8:30 am – David Benner


10:30 am – John & Margaret Holden

June 3


8:30 am – Tom Joiner


10:30 am – Stephen Arroyo/Viola Main

Acolytes/Crucifers

May 6


10:30 am – Isabel Balsavage

May 13


10:30 am – Nikki Ireton

May 20


10:30 am – Aaron Durrence

May 27


10:30 am – Cynthia Outman

June 3


10:30 am – Olivia Kellar

Service Assistants

May 6


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am –Lector – Gaelon Ratel




CA – Team 3

May 13


8:30 am – Lector – Allison Bordnick-Stock

CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am –Lector – Virginia Dick




CA – Team 4

May 20


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am –Lector – Matt Boniker




CA – Team 1

May 27


8:30 am – Lector – Pat Searing




CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am – Lector – Stephanie Cunefare




CA – Team 2

June 3


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am – Lector – Carol Ireton




CA – Team 1

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler

Counters

May 6 – Gene and Susan Durrence

May 13 – Pat and Lyn Conley

May 20 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

May 27 – David and Lin Parker

June 3 – John and Margaret Holden

Coffee Cleanup Schedule

May 6 – JoAnn Durrence

May 13 – Margery Kellar

May 20 – Pat Stowers

May 27 – Louise Iconis

Greeters

May 6 – Walter and Norma Mackenzie

May 13 – Kingsley and Bitsy Marske

May 20 – Connie Holley and Betty Hitz

May 27 – Karen Bramlet and Viola Main

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

May Birthdays

2
Edmund Kennedy
Erin Cunefare

4
Allison Bordnick-Stock

5
David Benner

6
David Henninger

10
Leah Whitmoyer

15
Mackenzie Arroyo

16
Charlette Beutler

20
Michael Lionberger

21
Fred Kroger

23
Zachery Stickell

24
Karen Lionberger

25
Ryan Axel

26
Andrew Hoppen

28
Florence Lange
Bill Conley

29
Aimee Lyons

30
Jan Levengood

New Members


On Sunday, 29 April, we received by Letter of Transfer, Mary Ann Blessing and by Affirmation of Baptism, Stephanie Greer.
Membership List

Updates/Changes


Please make the following updates/changes to your membership directory:

Addresses:


Mary Ann Blessing


2438 Northlake Court


Atlanta, GA   30345


770/493-6344


Stephanie Greer


3145 Castaway Lane


Atlanta, GA   30341


770/938-6215


Verna Jensen


Arbor Terrace Decatur


425 Winn Way


Decatur, GA   30030

Email address:


Esther Droege – ekdroege@bellsouth.net


To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Email Shepherd List


Those who wish to receive prayer updates who are already on the email list, please make sure that your email systems are set to receive emails from livinggraceprayers@gmail.com.  Laura Stickell had been getting returns from Comcast and WebTV addresses.  Also anyone who wants to be added to the list, just email to the address listed in this paragraph.

Thanks so much, Laura
Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through March 31 was $62,174.05.  For the same period in 2006 we had received $59,172.79.  Our current level of giving is 5% over the same period of 2006.


Our budgeted income for the first three months of 2007 is $106,428.75.


A complete outline of income and expenses for January through March 2007 is on the bulletin board for review.

Graceful Group (Seniors)

Thursday,              May 10, 2007

Gathering Time :  10:45  - 11:10  A.M. 

Program:               11:15   A.M.

Lunch :              12:15 – Potluck – bring a friend and a  dish to share (main dish, salad, vegetable or dessert)

Donation at the door to cover cost of program.  Please invite your friends to join us for this special program.

Program:      Performances:  11:15 A.M.

Return of the very popular Senior Ensemble from Horizon Theatre with three new plays, written and performed by the members.

All three plays are about love.  In “You May See A Stranger”, Arnie, who lives at Lutheran Towers goes to a dance at St. Gregory’s Catholic Retirement Home with amusing results.   (Arnie is played by Matt Adler and his friend, Bonnie, is played by Alice Adler)

In “One Perfect Day”,  a Jewish bride and her non- Jewish groom plan to have “a perfect wedding day.” 

In “Home Sweet Home”, the residents of a retirement home share their insights on aging and the meaning of friendship.” (Cast includes Alice Adler as Marge)

Reservations:  Call or email JoAnn Durrence by Tuesday, April 10, 404-633-1833 or email gmdurrence@bellsouth.net

It is extremely important that you make a reservation and tell JoAnn the category of dish you will be bringing.   The Ensemble will be joining us for lunch so please make your dish a little larger than usual.

BOOK and MAGAZINE EXCHANGE:  We will have a table for books and magazines you no longer want but someone else might enjoy. 

Note:  All leftover magazines will be recycled to the DeKalb recycling program.  You may read a book and bring it back for someone else to enjoy.

HELP needed:  We need help for set up and clean up.  Clean up means staying after the meeting to be sure we leave everything in good shape.  Please tell JoAnn if you are willing to help for one time.

Altar Flowers


When you have signed up to give altar flowers for a Sunday, please submit your form to the church office by way of the offering plate or give directly to Charlette Beutler to insure your name appears and why you are giving the flowers.  You can also email to Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com. 

Thank You


My family wants to express it's sincere thank you to you, Pastor Hardy, Dan Hagan the organist, Danella Jones the soloist, and all of the congregation who have been so supportive throughout the years and months of Tom's illness.  In addition, we want to thank all those who organized, prepared and served at the reception.  Thank you also for all the cards and kind words that many of you have sent.  This church community has been a huge support and we are very grateful. 

Sincerely, 

Esther, DJ, Paula and Karla Droege

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Jim Axel; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Martin Gruber; Sam Henderson; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Leyla Kellar; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Jerry Prunty; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley

Nancy Rocquemore

Friend of Darrell and Jane Simmons

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke


Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Amy Carver Burk


Sister of Shirley Arroyo

Sigrid Mierbeith McShan


Friend of Viola Main

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Health Ministry of Living Grace


In light of the terrible tragedy at Virginia Tech and events that have changed our country, we wonder if we will ever live in a peaceful world, at what cost, and what will the world be like for our children and our grandchildren.  This prompts this month’s subject on RESPONDING TO TERRORISM.


God’s word is the ultimate and lasting antidote for human anxiety and suffering, be it terrorism, armed conflict, family difficulties, fear and/or anxiety.  In the Psalms, we are encouraged to fear no evil or any evil persons (23:4; 37:1; 91:5).  Also, throughout the Old and New Testament, God comforts us with His certain promises of His protection and love for us (Is. 54:10; Rom. 5:1-5; 1 Peter 2:9-10).


Being involved or aware of a traumatic event can cause grief, fear, anxiety and depression.  Anyone who has lived through a very painful event, (one that makes you feel helpless or fear for your safety) can experience the symptoms Post Traumatic Stress Disorder which can include flashbacks, pre-occupation with the traumatic event, difficulty concentrating, lack of interest in usual activities, changes in usual sleep and eating patterns.  The good news is that help is available and can make a big difference in a person’s recovery.


What can you do to respond to terrorism?

· Seek health care if you or a loved one shows signs associated with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (often new painful episodes, bring to life painful experiences from our past)

· Give yourself and others permission to express their feelings and worries (without judging them)

· For children and vulnerable adults, emphasize their safety and security, and minimize exposure to news reports.

· Comfort children by reinforcing that their parents are taking care of them and will continue to help them work through these issues as well as other concerns that they might have and try to minimize their exposure to violent images.

· Try to continue usual routines and avoid unnecessary time apart from family members.

· Find ways to show all the important persons in your life that you love them.

· Get involved in programs that offer support or assistance to those affected by disasters (Blood Banks, Red Cross) (see Romans 12:1-7 for some inspiration)

· Point people to the eternal source of healing, our great God.


Despite the difficulties we face, we are comforted that our God, who holds the universe in His loving hands, will heal us and bless us with perfect and lasting peace.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister


Important Dates

May 5 – Health Ministry Committee, 10:00 a.m./WELCA quarterly meeting

May 9 – Healing Service at 6 p.m., preceded by supper

May 12 – Tucker Celebration Days – I need a couple more people to take blood pressures

May 16 – Bus trip to Cullman, AL, to tour the Ave Maria Grotto and see a miniature Temple in the ancient city of Jerusalem along with 125 miniature replicas of biblical structures and world famous buildings

May 19 – Flea Market and Blood Drive

May 23-24 – 55 Alive driving course which will save you 10% on your car insurance


We successfully finished our Walk to Jerusalem and Stephanie Cunefare walked and or exercised a total of 466 miles in the 12 weeks.  Congratulations, Steph!


For all who took part in the Walk, I thank you.  Please keep up the good work.  It’s good for your health!!


At this point of interest, LSG raised $65,397.68 from our Lutheran Churches for the Hunger Walk and a grand total of $300,000.00 was raised from all Faith Groups.  I hope next year we can get a larger group from Living Grace to participate!


On August 1, at Turner Field at 7:35 p.m., Thrivent Financial for Lutherans presents a pre-game parade on the field for all Lutheran children and youth!  The kids can walk on the in-field at an actual Braves game!!  Let’s get a big group and wear our Living Grace tee shirts!
Outreach Committee

Heifer Sunday
The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.  May 20th will be the Sunday for this month!  

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need.
At present, we have received over $4,000 in donations toward the $5,000 that is needed to purchase a second ark.

Special envelopes are provided on these designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.

Annual Flea Market and Blood Drive
More fun!  The date for this year’s festival is Saturday, May 19th 2007 from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Sign up early for the blood drive to be sure that you get a time that is most convenient for you!

Please remember to save ALL the “stuff” from your spring cleaning and donate it to the church for the Flea Market.  All proceeds are used to help fund our Outreach programs.

Call Jan Levengood at the church if you have questions about the Blood Drive.  Call Sue Benner @770.493.4044 or any member of the Outreach Committee for further details on the Flea Market.

Shearith Israel Shelter Annual Report
The annual closing meeting for the shelter, which provides overnight accommodations, and counseling services for homeless women was held on Sunday April 22nd.

Missy Streubel of Living Grace was presented with the shelter’s Above and Beyond Award.  The award thanks an individual for their exceptional commitment to the shelter.  In addition to coordinating a special campaign to provide winter coats and clothing, Missy also donated a computer and routing equipment, which allowed the shelter to make much needed improvements to its local network.  Congratulations Missy!  Well done!

LaTonya Wilkerson, the Shelter Director, reported to the group that 15 (60%) of the 25 women served were successfully transitioned to supportive or independent housing from the shelter.  Of the total women served, 76% were African American women and 24% of the women were Caucasian.

Thanks to all our volunteers this past year.  The shelter enjoyed another successful year and we couldn’t have done it without each of you!

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Ascension of Our Lord

Thursday, 17 May


Why did Jesus leave just when the disciples were beginning to understand his resurrection?  The readings for this day point us toward an answer:  Jesus’ visible absence makes possible a new way for him to be in the world through his Spirit.  Christ is with us through the community that gathers around the baptismal washing, the table of grace, and the living word of his forgiving and empowering love.


There will be an offering of a Choral Eucharist at the Cathedral of St. Philip at 7:00 p.m. on this day.

Day of Pentecost

Sunday, 27 May


An ancient Hebrew harvest festival that came to be associated with the giving of God’s law at Mount Sinai, Pentecost became for Christians the occasion for the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church.  The Spirit is the power of the resurrected Jesus in our midst, claiming us in baptism, feeding us at communion, and sending us into the world to be bearers of that divine word that can raise the dead to new life.  Swiss reformer John Calvin, who died on this day in 1564, spent his life systematically describing and organizing a Reformation 

theology.  We remember him today with thanksgiving.

Concert


The Atlanta Sacred Chorale’s Season Finale

Concert is Saturday, 2 June, at 8:00 p.m., at the Schwartz Performing Arts Center on the campus of Emory University.  Tickets are Adults $20; Seniors $16; and Students $16.  You may purchase tickets by calling the Emory Box Office 404/727-5050.  Our staff singer, Miguel Santiago sings with this group.

Special Days in May

1 May

Philip and James, Apostles

14 May

Matthias, Apostle

17 May

Ascension of Our Lord

26 May

Vigil of Pentecost

27 May

Day of Pentecost

AGO REGION IV CONVENTION

June 17-20, 2007

Make plans now to experience the beauty and the majesty of some of the South’s finest instruments.


These concerts are open to the public.



LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!






Sunday, June 17, 7:30 p.m. Hymn Festival with David Arcus


First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta • 1328 Peachtree Street, NE, Atlanta





Monday, June 18, 8:00 p.m. Elizabeth & Raymond Chenault


All Saints’ Episcopal Church • 634 W. Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta





Tuesday, June 19, 8:00 p.m. Roberta Gary, Organist


St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church • 1790 LaVista Road, NE, Atlanta





Wednesday, June 20, 8:15 p.m. Mary Preston, Organist


Peachtree Road United Methodist Church • 3180 Peachtree Road, NW, Atlanta
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