[image: image1.png]MMMMMMMMMM





[image: image2.wmf]iving [image: image3.wmf]race [image: image4.wmf]otes
March 2009 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Mid-week Prayer Services during Lent

We will be offering a prayer service during the season of Lent at 12:15 p.m., on Wednesdays.  The dates are as follows:







4 March, 11 March







18 March, 25 March







1 April

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday – Sunday, 5 April – 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. worship services

Procession of the Palms (outside, weather permitting) at the 10:30 a.m. worship service

Maundy Thursday – Thursday, 9 April – 7:30 p.m. worship service with the Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday – Friday, 10 April – 7:30 p.m.

Easter Vigil – Saturday, 11 April – 7:30 p.m.

The Resurrection of Our Lord – Sunday, 12 April

Sunrise Service (outside, weather permitting) at 7:00 a.m. – worship service lead by the “Spirits”

Holy Communion – 8:30 a.m.

Easter Breakfast – 9:30 a.m.

Festival Service with Holy Communion – 10:30 a.m.

Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of March

Ushers

March 1


8:30 – Jim Tuminella


10:30 – Chip Combee/Jason Dick

March 8


8:30 – David Benner


10:30 – Harold Bowers/Ed Kennedy

March 15


8:30 – Michael Hardy


10:30 – Paul Lefebvre/Cate Sulek

March 22


8:30 – Keith Siekierski


10:30 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

March 19


8:30 – Leanne Beutler


10:30 – David and Lin Parker

Acolytes

March 1 – James Cressman

March 8 – Aaron Durrence

March 15 – Cynthia Outman

March 22 – Melody Ireton

March 29 – Olivia Kellar

Counters

March 1 – Pat and Lyn Conley

March 8 – John and Margaret Holden

March 15 – Pat Stowers/Dot Beaver

March 22 – Chip and Allison Combee

March 29 – David and Lin Parker

Altar Flowers

March 1 – Stephanie Cunefare

March 8 – The Kennedys

March 15 – The Mackenzies

March 22 – The Combees

March 29 – John and Agnes Nelson


Service Assistants

March 1


8:30 – Jim Tuminella – L



     Jan Levengood – CA


10:30 – James Reynolds – L 



       Team 3

March 8


8:30 – Michael Hardy – L 



     David Benner – CA 


10:30 – Virginia Dick – L 



       Team 4

March 15


8:30 – Missy Streubel – LCA 

10:30 – Carol Ireton – L 



       Team 5

March 22


8:30 – Pete Mehravari – L 



     Leanne Beutler – CA


10:30 – Ruth Cressman – L 



       Team 1

March 29


8:30 – Jim Tuminella – L 



     Jan Levengood – CA 


10:30 – Will Arroyo – L



        Team 2

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 =
Lynn Lefebvre – Captain




Stephanie Rhodes




Carolyn Davis

Floaters/Substitutes – Leanne Beutler





Taylor Cunefare





Jason Eklund

General News and Notes

March Birthdays

2
Shirley Arroyo
Taylor Cunefare 


John Holden

6 Ed Stowers 

7 Carol Ireton

9
Rosalie Solheim

10
Logan Shirah

12
Ross Whitmoyer

14
Walter Mackenzie

18
Tristan Chandler

19
Colin Cressman

21
Millie Axel
Nevada Seawell
Marissa Wall

22
Paul Burch

23
Norma Mackenzie
Kim Wall
Linda Tuminella

26
Laura Stickell

28
James Reynolds

29
Alice Schuler

Deaths

On Saturday, 21 February 2009, at Living Grace, we celebrated the life of Charles Althafer who passed away on 9 February 2009.
Membership Directory

At the Annual Congregational Meeting, Chris Kellar passed around to the members in attendance the final draft of the membership directory to look one last time at the information and to make any changes.  He will have it available for the next two weeks and then he will finalize it.  It has been a long time since we have had an updated list of our members, but hopefully this directory will give us the up to date information on our members.

Newsletter Articles

To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Distribution

As we all carefully look at our income and expenses at home, we are also looking at our income and expenses of the church.  One expense that most people may not think of is the expense of the printing and distribution of the monthly newsletter.

An average newsletter is 12 pages.  For each page it costs 9 cents per page.  We print for each member and extras for visitors, 190 newsletters.  So printing alone is $205.20.  It takes 2 reams of paper at 12.00 each, total $24.00.  It takes 3 hours to print the pages and another hour to collate.  Fortunately, you have volunteers that print and collate the newsletter every month.

Thinking of how we can be good stewards of our resources, we have noticed from collecting the information, that most of our members have email addresses.  This would be a cost savings for the church, if we would email the newsletter to our members.  We would continue to print the newsletters for our visitors and those who do not have emails, but the cost would go down not to mention the time of the volunteers which could be doing something else for the church.

So, for the next two months, if you wish to receive your newsletter via email, please inform Stephanie Cunefare, sacunefare@hotmail.com or Leanne Beutler, Lbeutler@aol.com.  We would hope to start sending electronic newsletters by June 2009.

Med Share International

Every day product donors throughout the United States make efforts to collect surplus medical supplies and equipment for use in third-world countries.  Our congregation has done its part.  We are part of an effort that has shipped over 420 shipping containers of humanitarian medical aid to 73 countries.  Med Share has expressed their gratitude for our generosity

Living Grace has given 31 pounds of prescription pill bottles since August.  Only prescription pill bottles are needed.  Please, no over-the-counter pill bottles such as vitamins and supplements are accepted.  Please remove the labels from the bottles or cover the names with magic markers.

Med Share International is pleased to announce the opening of a second distribution center, in Northern California.

Please continue to bring your empty prescription pill bottles and place them in the lower drawer of the cabinet in the coat closet.

Karen Bramlet is interested in setting up dates for volunteering to work at Med Share in 2009.  If you are interested please give her a call at 770-715-3852.

Thank you,

Jo Ann Durrence
Thank Yous

I would like to thank everyone that helped make the luncheon last Sun. a success.  Those who helped get out the food and those who cleaned up after the lunch.  I would really like to THANK Dot Beaver and Peter Phan for all of the help that they did on Saturday to help get the tables set up.
P.S. I have a 3-quart Pyrex container that I accidentally took home because I have some containers like it, but it isn't mine.  It is square with a blue top.  If it is yours please give me a call.

Phyllis Prunty
770/237-9807

I wish to thank all of you who helped with the ground coverings and planting of trees these past weeks.

Dot Beaver

Council Officers and Members

 2009

Here are your council officers and members for year 2009.  Pray for them to have wisdom and understanding as they make decisions and lead our ministries as we love and serve the Lord.

Lin Parker


President

Margery Kellar

Vice President

Missy Streubel

Secretary

Mike Collver
Treasurer

Ruth Scott
Financial Secretary

Members

Karen Bramlet

Carolyn Davis

Dot Beaver

Mike Ely

Jerry Chappell

Chris Kellar

Meredith Collver

Andy Sulek

Stephanie Cunefare

Guidelines for Prayer Requests

Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members

Nancy Althafer; Jim Axel; June Crawford; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Wanda Meese; Lloyd Meese; Jerry Prunty; and Linda Tuminella

Family and Friends

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Steven Main


Son of Viola Main

Caroline Smith


Friend of Louise Iconis

Fred Reese


Brother of Cate Sulek

Loyd


Friend of Jan Levengood

Helen Cunningham


Mother of Margery Kellar

Michael Nowling


Friend of Linda Tuminella

Geri Tape and Keith Hartmann


Friends of Kathie Kennedy

Marlene


Friend of Kathie Kennedy

Anne Cressman


Mother of Marlene Hardy

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Kay Clark


Friend of Connie Holley

Joy Pressley


Friend of Leanne Beutler

Linda Linke


Friend of Living Grace

Craig


Friend of Becky Frye

Judy Kissel


Friend of Lin Parker

Kelly


Friend of Margery Kellar

Jim Pierce


Friend of Ruth Scott


Brittony Cain


Friend of Ruth Scott

Tom Frye


Family of Becky Frye

Jennifer Gonyea


Friend of Jason and Virginia Dick

Marietta Sandidge


Mother of Jo Kroger

Chuck Firestone


Brother-in-law of Andy Sulek

Barbara Marsh


Friend of Jan Levengood

Gary Kart


Friend of John and Agnes Nelson

Ann Bowers


Mother of Harold Bowers

Evelyn Woosley


Friend of Living Grace

Tamara Albrecht


Friend of Living Grace

Health Ministry of Living Grace

“Lent begins in ourselves when we come to be aware of our need for healing.  Healing is not just physical, spiritual, emotional and psychological; it is also a healing of memories and self-image.  It is a total restoration of our being through God’s love.  This is what Jesus came to know out in the desert, when he established the first Lent, a time in which he allowed his Father to restore him as we read in Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus, went to the desert and fasted and prayed.  It was here that he faced his weaknesses, his temptations; and with God’s help, overcame them.

Jesus shares this first Lent with us.  He asks us to partake with Him a journey to healing, one of forty days.  The number forty and the desert journey is very significant to Jesus and our Jewish brothers and sisters:  It took forty days to heal the earth through flood in Genesis 7:1-24.  It took Israel forty years of wandering in the desert the Book of Exodus to be healed from their slavery to Egypt and to find their freedom in God.  Our journey relives all of this with Jesus in Lent.

What we need to do in our Lenten journey is very simple as we are told in Matthew 6:1-6:

· Don’t do acts of charity to be seen, Do them in private.

· Don’t pray to be seen, pray in private.

· Don’t fast and let everyone know it, fast in secret.

These things tell us of the heart of Lent, it is a relationship of love between ourselves and God, between ourselves and our neighbor, between ourselves and our environment, the earth upon which we live.  But in all of this, it is our heart speaking directly to the heart of our God.  Thus, it is truly private, pure and intentional; there are no ulterior motives to our activities in Lent.

Final Lenten Thoughts:

Lents is not just forty days,

Lent takes us to a place of greater growth,

It is a place of new beginnings,

A place where hope springs anew,

And that which was dead

Returns again to life.”

Our opportunity has come to take time to spend on our own spirituality and rediscover the things that we may have once known.  So often we forget that this life is not a dress rehearsal and what we do now really counts.  God has given us these 40 days so that we can contemplate, reexamine our lives and remember.  What a gift!


Last month three of us drove to Southern Seminary to visit with Pastor Dirk Lange who was teaching a class.  This year will be very interesting for him, so I thought it would be fun to let you know, “where in the world is Pastor Lange?”  I’m sure he can use our prayers!  He will be one of the keynote speakers for LWF Consultation for Global Theologians in Augsburg, Germany from March 24 – April 3.  Pastor Lange sends his greetings to all.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Living Grace Women of the ELCA 

General Meeting 

The Women of the Church General Meeting was held on Saturday, February 14, 2008 at 12:00 Noon at the church.  The Miriam Circle was the host circle providing drinks, desserts and the program.  An enjoyable time was had by all!

Cluster Meeting 

Leven Cluster meeting will be held on Saturday April 18th at St. James Lutheran Church registration is at 9:00 AM.  Women of Living Grace will provide decorations.  Please plan to attend.

Sew-N-Sews

This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday March 9th – 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM (PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE!) 

If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program. Forty-four families received layettes in 2008.

Piece Maker’s

The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday March 5th, Thursday February 26th and on Saturday March 14th  - 9:00AM to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

Church Women United

On Friday, March 6th Church Women United will hold their Annual World Day of Prayer Celebration at Hillside Presbyterian Church.  

Registration and coffee begins at 9:30 AM; the Program begins at 10:30 AM.

You may contact Sue Benner @ 770.493.4044 or Vi Main @ 770.938.0896 for further information and details.

Outreach Committee

NETWorks

Thanks to all who have so generously donated food items to the food pantry. The need continues for donations. You may place your non-perishable food items in the designated box in the Narthex.  As our economy continues to struggle, more and more families are in need of food.  Our donations are critically needed.

Heifer Sunday

The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.  March 15th will be the next designated date for donations.

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who        receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need.
Special envelopes are provided on these   designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  

Prison Ministries

Paperback Books …Paperback Books!

Judy Knapp of Rock of Ages, Stone Mountain, is the Clinical Chaplin at Pulaski State  Women's Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  One way she has suggested we can help with this ministry is to collect and donate used paperback books to help stock prison libraries.

Providing a wide range of reading materials ensures that more women will find an interest in reading and, in many cases, will improve reading abilities never before tapped.

We have had a great response so far, please keep this ministry in your thoughts and prayers!

Remember, paperback books only, no hard cover books or magazines, please!

Your donations can be placed in the           designated box in the Narthex.   
Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Lent

Changes in the Worship Service

Lent is a journey, and that means taking risks.  Experienced travelers have tips to share for making the trip go as smoothly as possible, but most people who have been on a journey know that things can go wrong.  Buses break down.  Planes are delayed.  Storms interfere.  Luggage gets lost.  All these variables mean releasing some of the control we have over our lives.  We are at the mercy of pilots, wind and weather, other workers.  However, in spite of–––or maybe because of–––all the ways a journey can throw us off balance, travelers have the opportunity to see, taste, hear, smell, feel, experience, even be something new.

We will be singing a new liturgical setting, Setting Two.  This is an easy setting to follow and we will have six weeks to learn the setting.  Because of the Lenten season, we do not sing the Hymn of Praise and the Gospel Acclamation does not have any Alleluias.  The Alleluias will return at the Easter Vigil.

The Confession and Forgiveness will be printed in the bulletin for the season of Lent.  It is taken from Sundays and Seasons along with the Greeting and the Invitation to Communion.  
Also, this year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism.  
Living Grace’s Concert Series

The final concert in our series before the summer will be 

· Duet Organ Recital – performers, Philip Newton (former Living Grace church musician) and Dr. Robert Wolfersteig (well-known organist and Philip’s teacher), Sunday, 26 April 2009, at 2:00 p.m.  They will be playing the pipe organ, piano and harpsichord.

If you wish to donate money to the music fund to help augment the costs of these concerts, please make your check payable to Living Grace Lutheran Church and mark it for “music fund.”  For more information, you may contact, Leanne Beutler, Chair of Worship and Music.

Handbell Choir Rehearsals

The Handbell Choir will have rehearsals on the following Sundays in March at 12:30 p.m.

· 8 March

· 22 March

Special Days in March

19 March

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

25 March

Annunciation of Our Lord
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LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!
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