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We will be offering Mid-Week Lenten Services on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m.  Here are the dates
of the services:

16 March
23 March
30 March
6 April
13 April
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Sunday, 6 March
Ushers 8:30 – Keith Siekierski

10:30 – Chip Combee/Jason Dick
Lectors 8:30 – Merritt Shealy

10:30 – Carolyn Davis
Communion Assistants 8:30 – David Benner

10:30 – Team 5
Acolyte 10:30 – Erin Cunefare
Greeters 10:30 – Mike and Meredith Collver
Counters Chip and Allison Combee

Ash Wednesday, 9 March – 7:30 p.m.

Ushers Merrill and Jo Ann Durrence
Lector Carol Ireton
Communion Assistants Team 2

Sunday, 13 March
Ushers 8:30 – Jim Tuminella

10:30 – Walter Sobers/Cate Sulek
Lectors 8:30 – Jim Tuminella

10:30 – Jason Eklund
Communion Assistants 8:30 – Jan Levengood

10:30 – Team 4
Acolyte 10:30 – Mackenzie Arroyo
Greeters 10:30 – Doris McGreevy/Viola Main
Counters Steve and Cindy Nelson

Sunday, 20 March
Ushers 8:30 – Michael Hardy

10:30 – Will Arroyo/Terry Blanton
Lectors 8:30 – Michael Hardy

10:30 – Jan Levengood
Communion Assistants 8:30 – Missy Streubel

10:30 – Team 6
Acolyte 10:30 – Alvin Jorkey
Greeters 10:30 – Lanny Henderson/Betty Hitz
Counter Leanne Beutler

Sunday, 27 March
Ushers 8:30 – David Benner

10:30 – Harold Bowers/Ed Kennedy
Lectors 8:30 – Leanne Beutler

10:30 – Stephanie Cunefare
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Communion Assistants 8:30 – Leanne Beutler
10:30 – Team 1

Acolyte 10:30 – Michael Akamo
Greeters 10:30 – Pat Stowers/Phyllis Prunty
Counters Pat Stowers/Dot Beaver

Team 1 = Will Arroyo – Captain
Jan Levengood
Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 = Margery Kellar
Lesley Campbell
Carol Ireton

Team 3 = Jim Outman – Captain
Mary Jane Outman
Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = Marlene Hardy – Captain
Jo Kroger
Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 = Lynn Lefebvre – Captain
Stephanie Rhodes
Carolyn Davis

Team 6 = Jason Eklund – Captain
David Guptill
Mark Arneson

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler

If  you wish to serve as a Lector or Communion Assistant, please contact Margery Kellar at
margerykellar@comcast.net and she will be happy to place you on the rotation and prior to your
first reading or assisting,  you will  be trained.  Also, we would like to form another team of
communion assistants consisting of our youth.  In order to be a communion assistant, you must
be a confirmed member of the congregation.  If you are interested in serving as a communion
assistant, please inform Leanne Beutler and she will train you.

If you wish to be an usher and or counter, please contact Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com
and she will be happy to put you on the schedule.

Have you ever wondered what the members of the Altar Guild do for the church?  They are a
very important part of the worship service.  They prepare the elements for Holy Communion and
do the proper clean-up of the elements after the services.  They also prepare the altar with the
proper liturgical paraments and make sure the candles are ready with oil and the eternal light
never dies.  This is a special service for the church.  For those who want to serve the Lord in a
very special way, please consider the Altar Guild.  You will be trained!  Please contact Missy
Streubel at her email address streub@bellsouth.net.
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2 Shirley Arroyo Taylor Cunefare 

John Holden
6 Ed Stowers 
7 Carol Ireton
9 Rosalie Solheim
10 Logan Shirah
12 Ross Whitmoyer
14 Walter Mackenzie
18 Tristan Chandler
19 Colin Cressman
21 Millie Axel Nevada Seawell Marissa Wall
23 Norma Mackenzie Kim Wall
28 James Reynolds
29 Alice Schuler

(�����
Natalie Grace Dick, born on 28 January 2011.  Her parents are Virginia and Jason Dick and her
big sister, Emily.

Jaycee Jean, born on 5 February 2011.  Her parents are Carla Smith and Allen Beaver, son of
Dot Beaver.

(������
Campbell Conrad Keller was baptized at Living Grace on Sunday, 20 February.  His parents are
Chris and Claire Keller.

)	����
Marian McCollum was called to her eternal rest on 15 February 2011.  Her memorial service will
be held at Living Grace on Saturday, 12 March, at 10:00 a.m.

William (Bill) Conley was called to his eternal rest on 21 February 2011.  His memorial service
will be held at Living Grace on Saturday, 26 February, at 11:00 a.m.

'	���	�*	��
Please welcome the following new members into our Living Grace Family:

William (Maurice) and Betty Cole
5045 Kanawha Bluff
Smoke Rise, GA   30089 Phone:  770-621-0041

Dr. Sharon King
3766 Gloucester Drive
Tucker, GA   30084 Phone:  770-908-9123
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The Reverend Deborah Halter
2729 Riderwood Drive
Decatur, GA   30033 Phone:  404-580-5703

'	���	��	��
�����	�
To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the
deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

'	���	��	��)�����*���
�
The newsletter is being received electronically via email to members of those who requested it.
As  the  printing  costs  increase,  we  strongly  encourage  you  to  receive  the  newsletter  via
electronically  if  you  have  an  email  address.   Please  inform  Stephanie  Cunefare,
sacunefare@hotmail.com  or  Leanne  Beutler,  Lbeutler@aol.com  to  receive  the  newsletter
electronically.  
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Reminder to all that announcements for weekly Sunday bulletins need to be electronically sent to
Leanne Beutler no later than Thursday evening prior to the Sunday insertion.  The email address
is Lbeutler@aol.com.

����������	����
There is a wall calendar near the church offices in which you can check to see what is happening
at the church not only for the month, but several months ahead.  Please inform the church office
if you wish to use the church facilities and we will check the calendar and place your event on
the calendar.  In the past months that we have been using this calendar it has eliminated the
“double-bookings” of the facilities.

+���,�-
�
To the congregation of Living Grace,

I would like to express my utmost gratitude for all of the help and support you’ve given me in
completing my eagle project.  Between the bake sale and individual donations, I raised more
money through the church than any other means.  I simply could not have done it with out you.
Once a date is determined for my ceremony, I will be sure to let you all know when and where
for anyone interested in attending.  Again, thank you so much, and God bless. 

Yours truly,
Logan Shirah

&���	 ���&�
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The Graceful Group will hold its next meeting on Thursday, March 10.  Come join us for a
potluck lunch (main dish, salad, vegetable, or dessert) at 11:30 a.m.  Invite your friends to join
our group.

Dr.  John Nelson,  a  retired  music  professor  from Georgia  State  University  and  a  long-time
member of Living Grace, will give a talk about the history of music.  The particular period of
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history to be discussed remains a surprise,  but we have it  on good authority that it will  not
include the current hip-hop phase.  Music is such a generally enjoyed art form that Dr. Nelson’s
talk will be of interest to everyone.

At the February 10 Graceful Group Meeting, an all-time high attendance of 32 people enjoyed
“A Theatrical Review of Some Early Comedians” by Scott Hilley and his stage partner, Barry
Stoltz.  Johnny Levengood was unanimously elected President of the Graceful Group for next
year (September 2011 through May 2012).

We will again have a table for books and magazines that you are willing to donate for someone
else’s enjoyment.  You may read a book or magazine and bring it back for someone else to
enjoy  next  month.   Unclaimed  magazines  will  always  be  given  to  the  DeKalb  recycling
program.

Mark March 10 on your calendar and join us for a great time of food and fellowship.

.�//�0	��	������%������&���	
In the true spirit of Psalms 98 and 150, Living Grace Lutheran Church will host Jazz Vespers on
Sunday,  March 27, 2011, at  5:00 p.m.  All  are welcome to attend this service.   There is no
admission charge, but a freewill offering will be gratefully received.  The offering will benefit
the scholarship fund of the Atlanta Chapter of the American Guild of Organists in memory of a
long-time member, Dr. Robert F. Wolfersteig.

Vespers  is  late  afternoon  or  early  evening  prayer.   One  of  the  nine  “daily  offices”  of  the
Benedictine monasteries, vespers celebrates the lighting of the lamps as evening descends.  By
incorporating jazz music into the sung and played prayer, Living Grace will follow in the long
tradition of Jazz Vespers—a mix of poetry, prayer, and live jazz—known in New York, Toronto,
Seattle, Vancouver, San Francisco, Philadelphia, Jacksonville (FL), and elsewhere.  Many well-
known jazz composers have written sacred music, including Duke Ellington, Dave Brubeck, and
Joe Williams.  These services also adapt secular music to spiritual ends.

Theologian Patricia Bays preached the following in a sermon at a Jazz Vespers service:  “As we
listen to this wonderful music, some of it written down and ordered, some of it improvised and
spontaneous, it occurs to me that improvisation can be an interesting metaphor for the spiritual
life—a life lived both in ordered patterns and in spontaneous response to changing circumstances
and events.  For change is always part of our lives”  

Vespers is a social gathering, probably a descendant of the ancient lighting of fires at the onset of
darkness.  It is a way we gather together and, at a shifting time of day, reflect.  The great jazz
pianist Bill Evans aptly called jazz “a social situation,” a gathering of musicians to create and
contemplate the entity we call jazz.  Jazz and vespers, by their natures, call for us to be open and
receptive, so it is natural for the two to be joined, as they are in this service, to help, settle and
soothe us.  There is no teaching in a jazz vespers—only listening and, perhaps, learning.  

Poetry is, in its ancient meaning, a making and the poets are the makers.  It is spoken but it is a
different language that we use everyday.  It has been described as the saying of what cannot be
said.  Clearly, poetry finds a natural place to say its unspeakable truth in the fluid and thoughtful
place that is a jazz vespers.

In the service at Living Grace, the jazz messengers will be Kathy Tugman and the David Walters
6



Trio, all veterans of the style.  Also, organist Philip Newton, previous church musician of Living
Grace, will join pianist David Walters for a special instrumental selection, the last composition
he played with his teacher, Dr. Wolfersteig, at their joint concert at Living Grace in 2009.  David
Tugman will read poetry selections.

Kathy Tugman and the David Walters Trio have been one of Chattanooga’s premier jazz groups
for over  seven years.   The group has a monthly stint at  the Chattanoogan Hotel,  frequently
appears  at  other  sophisticated  supper  venues  and  is a  favorite  at  private  affairs.   It  has
participated in several jazz vesper services, to uniform praise.  Kathy, who has sung with the
Chattanooga  Symphony,  has seven albums to  her  credit,  fronts  a  pop band and directs  the
handbell choir at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church on Signal Mountain, Tennessee.  David, who
received his undergraduate and graduate degrees in music from the University of Cincinnati, is a
professor of classical and jazz piano at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga and is on the
faculty of Cadek Conservatory.  The rhythm section, of Gordy Nichol on bass and Jo Whitaker
on drums, is an accomplished and veteran unit, having performed with David since the early
1990s.  Together, Kathy and the Trio bring a refined jazz sensibility and a strong spiritual sense
to vespers.

Mark your  calendars  for  Sunday,  27 March,  at  5:00 p.m.  to  come to  this  truly unique and
wonderful service.
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The LGLC Youth Group is having a Yard Sale on Saturday, May 7 from 8a.m.-1p.m.  This is
the same day as the Health Ministry blood drive.  No connections, just a convenient time.  The
Yard Sale will  be in the Pavilion.  We need items donated to help support  both our Youth
activities and Mission Trip.  So clean out your closets, basements, and attics and bring us your
treasures.

Please carefully read the instructions below as this will insure a successful sale.

· Please be sure to price your items before you drop them off.  You may use stickers,
masking tape, tags or any other form of getting a price on your items.  You don’t have to
price books, VHS tapes, etc., however.

· You may place items in the Fellowship Hall, there will be a table designated.  Or you
may take them directly to the storage facility in the Pavilion (left side).   Please do not
leave items unattended and unlocked.

· If you need to drop off items during a time when the church is unattended, please call to
make arrangements 1-2 days prior and I will meet you to open any doors necessary.
Don’t call me from the church saying you need to get in.  I probably won’t be around and
you’ll have to take your things back home with you.

· Suggested  acceptable  items:   small  household  appliances,  children’s  toys/books,
household goods, knick-knacks, furniture, books, linens, working electronics etc.  If you
would want to buy it at another sale, then bring it to ours.  Someone else will think it is
wonderful too.  Clothing generally does not sell well unless it is from a fairly well known
designer or store and gently used.

· Items may be dropped off between Monday 25 April and Saturday 7 May.  If you drop

7



off the day of the sale, please be there between 7:00a.m. and 8:30 a.m.

If you have any questions or to arrange for storage of your items, please contact:
Steph C at 404-248-9739 OR sacunefare@hotmail.com

IF YOU CAN’T DONATE, PLEASE STOP BY FOR A BROWSE.
YOU MAY FIND A TREASURE!

)
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We are still in need of donations for sod to complete the landscaping of the grounds.  If you wish
to contribute, please place a check in the offering plate made out to  Living Grace and in the
memo, write, Sod Donation.

3�	���
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If you would like to receive Living Grace’s electronic prayer list, please send your email address
to:  livinggraceprayers@gmail.com.

&���	���	�� 
��1���	��2	5�	���
Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to
add or remove a name from the prayer  list.   If  the name has appeared in three consecutive
newsletters,  it  will  be  removed  in  the  fourth  newsletter  unless  you  notify  Leanne  by  the
newsletter deadline.

1������� 
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Mary Boyd; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Fred Kroger; Julien Lange; Debra Melchionda; and
Nevada Seawell.

Helen Cunningham Rosemary Stewart
Mother of Margery Kellar Friend of Tom Bellamy
Alex Markert Jimmy and Caroline
Nephew of Jim Tuminella Gammell
Marietta Sandidge Parents of Louise Iconis
Mother of Jo Kroger Allison Chapman
Lib and Joe Hale Friend of Leyla Kellar
Friends of Connie Holley Tom Grissmon
Pat LaFleur Friend of Don Larson
Cousin of Don & Jac Larson Arlene Lacy
Patrick Newton Friend of Don Larson
Friend of Leanne Beutler Linda Linke

Friend of Living Grace
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This March we begin our Lenten journey and recognize National Nutrition Month.  This month I
would like to share with you the topic of Divine Eating.  Our good and gracious God indeed
provides in abundance for all of our needs.

Divine Eating includes our Bodies, Relationships and Spirits

In Gen. 1:30, we read that God gave Adam and Eve every green plant for food.  It is interesting
that today, many health experts recommend that Americans move from an animal-based diet to a
plant-based diet (you might call this a Garden of Eden Diet).  This does not mean that we must
become vegetarians, but rather we are encouraged to reduce the amount of animal-based fat in
our diets and get the majority of our calories from plant-based sources.  In the Old Testament,
dietary laws gave God’s people specific guidelines for Divine Eating, which included avoiding
eating animal fat, the blood, and avoiding unclean animals and substances (such as mushrooms).
These laws are not a requirement of our faith walk today, but we may find them beneficial (see 1
Cor. 6:12).  Divine eating also includes our relationships.  Many of us eat on the run.  God’s
word challenges us to share time, conversation and food with those we love, following the
example of Jesus and His disciples.  We are also encouraged to share our food with the poor
(Prov. 22:9).  Divine also includes our spirits.  We are encouraged to eat with a thankful heart
with the recognition that all good things come from our loving Father’s hands (James 1:17).

A Parish Nurse’s Perspective:  Enjoy Divine Eating every Day---by
· Praying for insight into our relationship with food.  Are we eating to live, living to eat or

living to minimize eating? 

· Studying the Word and walking with the bread of Life!

· Stopping dieting, and focusing on eating for life—not just your next appointment with the
scale.

· Eating less fat (aim for eating less than 30% of calories from fat or less than 50 total fat
grams/day with less than 20 grams from saturated fat) and avoiding animal fat.

· Being active every day.

· Eating more fruits, veggies, and whole grains (Garden of Eden diet)

· Enjoying Divine Eating with thankfulness to the Lord for the way He provides for all of
our needs of body, mind and spirit!

With  all  of  this  in mind,  we know that  nearly 1.6  million Georgians (16.5%) are  living in
poverty-this is up from 1.4 million in 2008).  The Hunger Walk will take place Sunday, March
13th at Turner Field-Registration begins at noon, walk starts at 2PM.

Lutheran Services of Georgia is hoping to raise $68,000 in 2011 to help meet the hunger need of
Atlanta.
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If you would like to participate, there are three main ways to do so.

1) Register to walk/run- Register online at  http://acfb.convio.net/hwlutheran and begin
collecting donations; if you raise $25 you will receive a t-shirt!!

2) Donate- If you do not want to walk, you can still go to the website above and donate
to help someone in your congregation reach their goal.

3) Virtual Walkers- Want to participate but cannot attend the event?  Sign up as a walker
and raise funds to help the cause!  If you raise $25 you will still receive a walk t-shirt.

4) Our team is Living Grace and I am the team captain. Go online and see how we are
progressing.

5) Congregations that raise money through a Hunger Walk team will be eligible to apply
for funding that can be used for our own food ministry programs. 

Also, we will start our walk to Jerusalem on the 6th of March. The sign-up sheets will be up by
the first of the month.

Sunday,  6  March,  Healing  and  Anointing  in  both  services  at  the  distribution  of  Holy
Communion.

Yours in Christ,
Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister

8���	�����
�����		
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There are still several other nights open during the month of March, if you cannot arrange to
stay on one of the nights Living Grace is scheduled to staff.  Your participation in this ministry
is very much appreciated by the residents of the shelter.

Call Sue or David Benner@ 770.493.4044 or email@dobenner@yahoo.com to volunteer or go
directly to the Shearith Israel Shelter website @www.sishelter.org. 

�	� 	��������
The Third  Sunday of  each  month  has  been  designated  to  be  Heifer  International  Sunday.
Sunday March 20th will be the next designated date for donations.

Heifer International puts faith into action with it s time proven principal of "passing on
the gift" by providing farm animals for families in  developing countries.  Those families
receiving the animals then provide offspring to other families who are in need. 

Special envelopes are provided on these designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  

�	�9'9�	��9(
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The Sew-N-Sews and the Book Bag Ladies next scheduled meeting is Monday March 14th,
2011 from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the church.

The layettes made are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going
into the Foster Care Program.  Book bags are sewn, filled with supplies and donated to Lutheran
World Relief.

You may call  JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833 or Sue Benner @ 770.493.4044 to find out
additional information on how you can help.

1�	�	���,	�:�
The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday March 3rd  and Thursday March
24th and on Saturday March 12th - 9:00AM to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around
the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

1���
����������	�
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Judy Knapp of Rock of Ages Lutheran Church,  Stone Mountain,  has retired as the Clinical
Chaplain Pulaski State Women’s Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  For now, until new arrangements
are made, we will not be able to receive any more books.  

However, we will still be able to accept greeting cards for use by the women and we ask you to
continue placing your donations in the designated box in the Narthex.  
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Save the Date for  March 13, 2011 at Turner
Field  Date for Hunger Walk
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to People in Need

Church Women United Board Meeting

An open board meeting will be held on Friday April 1, 2011 at Clairmont
Presbyterian  Church, located at  1944 Clairmont Road in Decatur.   All
women  are  welcome  to  attend.   For  information  call  Sue  Benner
@770.493.4044 or Vi Main @770.938.0896

World Day of Prayer
March 4, 2011
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We, the Parish Education Committee, are excited about the many opportunities available for
Christian growth and fellowship!

Vacation Bible School plans are under way! Don't you want to know what kind of adventure we
will have this summer?  It will be the "Big Apple Adventure"!  Did you know that P.T. Barnum
arranged for a herd of 21 elephants to go across the Brooklyn bridge to see if it would withhold?
It did!  Would like to find out how you can help with VBS this summer?  Join us March 2, 5:30-
7:00 p.m. for the first official VBS meeting!  We hope to see you in the Fellowship Hall then!
And make sure your calendars are marked for VBS week, the evenings of June 13 – 17.

Carol Ireton, director of the Christmas program, has graciously stepped forward to use her talents
once again!  She has decided to direct an Easter program this spring.  Practices start the first
Sunday in March at 1:00 p.m.  Leanne Beutler and Scott Hilley will be assisting her.  All ages
are encouraged to participate!  We can't wait to see what kind of program we will be "doing" for
the Lord.

The Book of Faith started again with a study of Hebrews.  Pastor Hardy always does an excellent
job with this enlightening study of the word.  Please consider attending and learning something
new about the Bible!

David Benner is continuing his Adult Sunday School class every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the
Conference Room.  Please join him for challenging discussion about the Bible and theology.
And don’t forget those all-important Children’s Sunday School classes - they continue for grades
1-12 at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall, and for our Little Ones, during the 10:30 service, starting
in the Nursery.

Thanks to Lisa Guptill for organizing the first Youth Game Night last month.  We played "Ticket
to Ride" and had a good 'ole time, as we say in the south!  Next time we plan to rotate the games
that the youth bring.

In God's love,
Stephanie Rhodes and Cathy Shirah
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Co-Directors, Parish Education of Children and Youth

Youth Game Night

We had a fun time playing one of my crazy games last month, but this time it's your turn.  Bring
one of your favorite games to Youth Game Night on Monday, March 7th from 7-8:30pm.  All
youth, grades 6-12, are invited.  Friends and snacks are always welcome!!

If you have any questions regarding youth activities (grades 6-12), you may contact me, Lisa
Guptill, by email at lisaguptill@gmail.com

�
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Transfiguration of Our Lord

Sunday, 6 March 

The festival of Transfiguration of Our Lord is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany
cycle that comes to a close and the Lent-Easter cycle begins.  On the mount of transfiguration,
Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words as his baptism.  This vision of glory
sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem.  At the conclusion of the worship
services for this Sunday, we will put aside the alleluia in the liturgy.  This word of joy will be
omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

Ash Wednesday
9 March 

Lent  begins  with  a  solemn call  to  fasting  and  repentance  as  we  begin  our  journey  to  the
baptismal waters of Easter.  As we hear in the readings, now is the acceptable time to return to
the Lord.   During Lent  the people of God will  reflect on the meaning of their baptism into
Christ’s death and resurrection.  The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty.
What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we
are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness.  With the cross on our brow, we long for  the
spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.

.�//�0	��	��
We will be offering Jazz Vespers at Living Grace on Sunday, 27 March, at 5:00 p.m.  Please
refer to the article on pages 6 and 7 in this newsletter.  You don’t want to miss this service.

��
���1�
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The Senior Choir rehearses on Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  All adults and older teens are
welcome to come and sing.  The Senior Choir normally sings at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
For more information, please contact Ken Sass, Director of Music. 

The Handbell Choir rehearses on Sundays after the 10:30 a.m. services.  The March rehearsal
dates are Sundays, 6th  and 20th , at 12 noon.  We welcome anyone from 10 years old to 100 years
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old to come and ring.  You don’t have to read music, we will teach you.  For more information,
please contact Leanne Beutler, Handbell Director.
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MARCH CALENDAR PRINTED ON THIS PAGE.
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6 March
Transfiguration of Our Lord

9 March
Ash Wednesday

13 March
First Sunday in Lent

19 March
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

25 March
Annunciation of Our Lord

LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church
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