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Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Study in Graphs
In each of the previous two newsletters we have included some graphs reflecting our attendance patterns and giving patterns.  In each case we have not only noted past patterns but indicated potential trends as well.  In this, the third and final graph production, we note the drain on our reserve resources as the year progresses.

Each of these graphs has been produced by Jerry Chappell of our Finance Committee.  When Jerry sent in this last one, he attached his own article about it.  I have chosen to let Jerry speak for us to us about his view and very real concerns, concerns that I’m sure we all share.  Thank you, Jerry, for your good work and thoughts.

This is the third and final article on church finances 101.  We have reviewed, in the first two letters, Sunday Worship Service attendance and Sunday offerings. This month we will look at the need for supplemental finances to meet our congregations programs and operating requirements. Remember, in February when we approved the budget for this year, it included money being transferred from our Savings and Building Fund Accounts.  But first, let’s look at our need to give and why it is important to support our Church now and in the future.

In ancient time most religions did not have a brick and mortar place of worship. Today, that has all changed with some congregations building huge structures to proclaim their faith in God.  With any building there is the need to provide for the operating costs and the associated programs and staff.  After we approve our annual operating budget it is easy to forget that these costs continue each month.  We come to worship on Sunday and nothing has been left out of the service. The heating and air conditioning works correctly.  The Pastor conducts the service, and the music group provides the vocal needs of the congregation. All of these things will continue if the congregation responds with the appropriate levels of financial support.

Making a weekly offering to support the operational costs of the church does not give you a high level of emotional warmth.  Let’s face it, making an offering to send our youth on a home building trip, or supporting a community organization that helps the homeless probably gives you a higher level of emotional warmth.  We need to support the regular needs of the congregation and those special financial challenges that are presented from time to time. It does not need to be an either or situation.  This congregation has demonstrated in the past that both things can be done well.

On to the report.  The report reflects the balances in our Building and Savings accounts as of January 1, 2009.  We have received offerings of $8,605.50 to the Building Fund, thru May 31, 2009.  We have transferred $16,500.00 from the Building Fund to the Operating Fund thru May 31, 2009.  This transfer is used to pay the monthly mortgage payments.  The approved budget authorizes the remaining transfers from the Building Fund of $30,477.00 and $40,151.00 from the Savings account to meet the operating needs for the rest of the year. At this time our projected weekly offerings will fall short approximately $5,500.00 for the year.  After all of this we will have a remaining balance in these funds of $22,436.66. As a congregation lets think about what each of us can do to reduce the needs for using our dwindling financial assets to support the operational costs of the congregation.

	Living Grace Lutheran Church

	Funds Activity - 2009

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Description
	
	Building
	Savings
	
	Total

	1/1/09
	Beginning Balance
	
	 $46,977.39 
	 $59,562.25 
	
	 $106,539.64 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5/31/09
	Offerings YTD
	
	 $8,605.50 
	 $-   
	
	 $8,605.50 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5/31/09
	Total Available
	
	 $55,582.89 
	 $59,562.25 
	
	 $115,145.14 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5/31/09
	Transfers YTD
	
	 $16,500.00 
	 $-   
	
	 $16,500.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5/31/09
	Balance To Date
	
	 $39,082.89 
	 $59,562.25 
	
	 $98,645.14 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12/31/09
	Budget Transfers 2009
	
	 $30,477.00 
	 $40,151.00 
	
	 $70,628.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12/31/09
	Ending Balance
	
	 $8,605.89 
	 $19,411.25 
	
	 $28,017.14 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12/31/09
	Offering Shortfall
	
	 $5,580.48 
	 $-   
	
	 $5,580.48 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12/31/09
	Projected Balance
	
	 $3,025.41 
	 $19,411.25 
	
	 $22,436.66 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Notes:
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	2009 Budget Offerings Per Week of $5,400.00
	
	

	2
	Actual Offerings Per Week thru 5/31/09 of $5,290.76
	
	

	3
	Offering Shortfall Per Week of  $109.24
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


50 Days of Prayer
In your mailboxes at church you will find a copy of a prayer guide that anticipates the upcoming ELCA Churchwide Assembly that begins 17 August.  Many critical decisions will be made addressed at this assembly.  Holding our church leaders and representatives in our prayers will be very important.  

LutherRanch
In August we will begin a special campaign to support the development of the new LutherRanch camp ground in/near Tallapossa, GA.  Many of you know of Lutheridge and Lutherrock already.  You may have, like me, been a camper at one or the other.  You may have sent your children there.  Both of those are in North Carolina though they serve the Synods of NC, SC, VA, and the Southeastern Synod.  Now we have the opportunity to have a camp in Georgia as part of that region-wide program. 

The goal of the campaign within each congregation of our Synod is for a pledge and gift of $100 over 3 years for each Sunday attending member.  That is $33.33 for each of the first two years and $33.34 in the third year.  Even with our constricted finances, that is not an impossible or insurmountable goal.

The last Sunday of August is one of our Fifth Sunday Months so we will be having only the one service at 10:30.  There will be an outdoor lunch/bbq as we had in May.  How appropriate in an out door setting to have Ms. Libby Bedenbaugh from Lutheridge present to answer questions and present the story of our new camp ground for our Synod.

Fifth Sunday Coming

A reminder that August hosts a fifth Sunday and that we are treating these as special occasions: one service only at 10:30 and a fellowship lunch/picnic to follow.  More details will be forthcoming as the time draws more near.

Lay Assistants

Sunday, 5 July


Ushers



8:30 – Jim Tuminella
 10:30 – John & Agnes Nelson


Lectors



8:30 – Missy Streubel
 10:30 – Amy Eklund


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Missy Streubel
 10:30 – Team 1


Acolyte


10:30 – James Cressman


Greeters


10:30 – Mollie Burrows/Marlene Hardy


Counters


Will and Shirley Arroyo

Sunday, 12 July


Ushers



8:30 – Keith Siekierski 10:30 – H. Bowers/E. Kennedy


Lectors



8:30 – Pete Mehravari
  10:30 – Mary Ann Blessing


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Leanne Beutler  10:30 – Team 5


Acolyte


10:30 – Deji (Michale) Akamo


Greeters


10:30 – Merrill and Jo Ann Durrence


Counters


Jim and Cynthia Outman

Sunday, 19 July


Ushers



8:30 – David Benner
   10:30 – Merrill & Jo Ann Durrence


Lectors



8:30 – Jim Tuminella
   10:30 – Amy Eklund


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Jan Levengood   10:30 – Team 3


Acolyte


10:30 – Nikki Ireton


Greeters


10:30 – John and Agnes Nelson


Counters


David and Lin Parker

Sunday, 26 July


Ushers



8:30 – Michael Hardy  10:30 – Will Arroyo/Paul Lefebvre


Lectors



8:30 – Michael Hardy  10:30 – Jan Levengood


Communion Assistants
8:30 – David Benner    10:30 – Team 2


Acolyte


10:30 – Cynthia Outman


Greeters


10:30 – Stephanie Rhodes/Lanny Henderson


Counters


John and Margaret Holden

Sunday, 2 August


Ushers



8:30 – Jim Tuminella
 10:30 – Chip Combee/Jason Dick


Lectors



8:30 – Missy Streubel  10:30 – Mary Jane Outman


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Missy Streubel  10:30 – Team 4


Acolyte


10:30 – Abi Akamo


Greeters


10:30 – James and Mary Wayor


Counter


Leanne Beutler

Sunday, 9 August


Ushers



8:30 – David Benner    10:30 – Cate Sulek/Walter Sobers


Lectors



8:30 – Pete Mehravari  10:30 – Melody Ireton


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Leanne Beutler  10:30 – Team 3


Acolyte


10:30 – Aaron Durrence


Greeters


10:30 – Viola Main/Connie Holley


Counters


Pat Stowers/Dot Beaver

Sunday, 16 August


Ushers



8:30 – Keith Siekierski   10:30 – Jim and Cynthia Outman


Lectors



8:30 – Jim Tuminella      10:30 – Taylor Cunefare


Communion Assistants
8:30 – David Benner       10:30 – Team 1


Acolyte


10:30 – TBD


Greeters


10:30 – Karen Bramlet/Carolyn Davis


Counters


Chip and Allison Combee

Sunday, 23 August


Ushers



8:30 – Michael Hardy   10:30 – David and Lin Parker


Lectors



8:30 – Michael Hardy   10:30 – Jo Kroger


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Jan Levengood   10:30 – Team 5


Acolyte


10:30 – TBD


Greeters


10:30 – Terez Ratel/Hui Zhang


Counters


Will and Shirley Arroyo

Sunday, 30 August
ONE SERVICE AT 10:30


Ushers



John and Agnes Nelson


Lector



Cynthia Outman


Communion Assistants
Team 4


Acolyte


TBD


Greeters


Jerry and Christine Chappell


Counters


TBD

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Jan Levengood




Lesley Campbell




Stephanie Cunefare




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Jo Kroger




Cynthia Outman




Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 =
Lynn Lefebvre – Captain




Stephanie Rhodes




Carolyn Davis

Floaters/Substitutes – Leanne Beutler; Taylor Cunefare; and Jason Eklund

General News and Notes

July Birthdays

2
Jeff Axel

3
Dakota Benner
Virginia Dick

7
Tom Joiner

Ronda Wynne

20
Susan Durrence

25
Frieda Joiner

Will Seybt, Jr.

Agnes Nelson

28
Susan Balsavage
Melinda Lahr

30
Cathy Shirah

31
Alice Taylor

August Birthdays

1
Laurel Jackson
Ashley Chandler

2
Kathryn Castro

3
Jane Vreeland



5
David Parker

6
Merrill Durrence
Matt Parker

Scott Melchionda
Debra Melchionda

8
Stephanie Osada

11
Will Arroyo

Julien Lange

13
Olivia Kellar


15
The Rev. Dirk Lange

16
Kevin Iconis

18 Ilona Lange

21
Lorraine Koeves
Gaelon Ratel

26
Kelly Lyons

Newsletter Articles

To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Distribution

The June Newsletter was the first one that was distributed via electronically to those who requested it.  We will continue to print the newsletter and place them in the mailboxes in the narthex but we strongly encourage you that if you have an email address, you receive your newsletter electronically.  This will save costs on paper, the copier costs and the time in collating the hard copy of the newsletter.

At any time, you wish to receive this newsletter via electronically please inform Stephanie Cunefare, sacunefare@hotmail.com or Leanne Beutler, Lbeutler@aol.com

Council Officers and Members 2009

Here are your council officers and members for year 2009.  Pray for them to have wisdom and understanding as they make decisions and lead our ministries as we love and serve the Lord.

Lin Parker
President



Margery Kellar
Vice President

Missy Streubel
Secretary


Mike Collver
 Treasurer

Ruth Scott
Financial Secretary

Members

Karen Bramlet

Carolyn Davis


Dot Beaver

Mike Ely

Jerry Chappell

Chris Keller


Meredith Collver


Andy Sulek

Stephanie Cunefare

Recycling Habits

My last recycling article talked about recycling in general.  This month I want to tell you how Living Grace handles recycling and what items it collects.  First let’s cover the familiar items.  Any plastic, glass, tin, aluminum, styrofoam items or cardboard boxes emptied at church go into a recycling trash can in the back corner of the kitchen.  Periodically some benevolent soul will haul the items to a recycling location.  Plastic bags are collected and turned in at grocery stores.  A red and green recycling bin is coming soon and will be placed in the left parking area.  In it the church will collect newspapers, magazines, catalogs, white and colored office papers, junk mail, etc.  Payment will be made back to the church.  Watch for more details after the bin arrives. 

Stackable bins are located in the coat closet to the left of the mailboxes.  There you will find one bin into which you can put UPC strips from Campbell soups and front panels or lids from other related products.  (See complete list of items on the bulletin board.)  These are sent to Lutheran/Episcopal Services of  Mississippi  to help fund their ENRICH Program.   In the same bin you can also place soda tabs for Ronald McDonald House.  These tabs are composed of a more pure grade of aluminum than the cans and so are more valuable. (Also, they are a lot cleaner to collect than dealing with the sticky cans.)  The sale of the tabs yields additional income to provide inexpensive housing for families while family members are treated at Emory Hospital.  Over $10,000 a year is received by Ronald McDonald Houses by recycling these tabs.  Box tops for education labels are collected and given to elementary schools.

Another bin is for collecting used eyeglasses and sunglasses (without the case, please) that are taken to Lenscrafters for checking and distribution to the needy in the U.S. and people in third world countries.  A third bin holds donated cell phones.  These are distributed to women in shelters for additional security and can be used only to call 911.  Used prescription bottles (with the label removed) are collected in a fourth bin.  These are taken to MedShare for use in third world countries.

In this computer age, we get accustomed to replacing printer cartridges on a fairly regular basis.  Don’t throw those used cartridges away.  Bring them to church where you’ll find two bins in the closet for collecting them.  The cartridges are sent to The Cartridge Recycling Center in Pennsylvania and payment is made back to the church.

Foreign and commemorative postage stamps are collected for Church Women United.  Please put stamps in Sue Benner’s box.  Don’t discard your old greeting cards.  Save the fronts of the cards and give to the Activities Director of a care home or to the art teacher at your local elementary school.  A bin for used clothing sponsored by AADD, Atlanta Alliance on Developmental Disabilities, is located in our left parking lot beyond the memorial garden.

Women of the ELCA organized a collection of paperback books for women’s prisons.  A basket for the books is located on the table in the narthex.  These books are given to Judy Knapp, a prison chaplain who is a member of Rock of Ages Lutheran Church, for distribution to women’s prisons.

We also collect appropriate child-themed fabric and flannel for the Sew and Sews who make layettes for hospitals and DeKalb Family and Children’s Services.  Call JoAnn Durrence if you have contributions of this type.  Other cotton fabrics and old sheets and blankets can be given to Sue Benner or Agnes Nelson to be used in making quilts with the Piece Makers quilting group.  If you have other types of items to dispose of such as linens, furniture, or household items, please contact Sue Benner to see if the article can be used by one of the families which Lutheran Services of Georgia sponsors.  There is usually a place to send most everything.

So you see, Living Grace rates quite high in helping to keep landfills from overflowing.  Get involved, as it is very rewarding.  Remember 3R’s:


Reduce waste


Reuse items or yard sale them (also can donate to charitable organizations)


Recycle everything possible.

Wouldn’t it be a help to our environment if EVERYONE participated in recycling!

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL

Have you ever wondered why people stand outside the sanctuary doors on certain Sundays handing out small, white envelopes stamped with a sheep or a cow?  Sometimes those envelopes even end up in your church bulletins.  The answer is Living Grace’s participation in Heifer International.  But let’s have some history first.  Heifer International was started by Dan West in the l930’s when cows were provided to families devastated by the Spanish Civil War.  Rather than just handing out cups of milk, cows were given to ensure a continuing milk supply.  Since then Heifer International has provided a variety of animals to over 120 war-torn and third world counties.

Once recipients in a country are selected, they begin preparing for the arrival of their animal(s).  Heifer  provides extensive training in the care of the animal.  Those who receive the gift of an animal agree to “pass on” one or more of the animal’s female offspring to another family in need.  This is Heifer’s sustainable approach to ending hunger and poverty – one family at a time, one animal at a time.

Living Grace has been involved with the Heifer program for nearly 10 years at the suggestion of the late Patricia Gere.  She liked sheep, so most of our envelopes are stamped with a sheep.  Envelopes are handed out on the third Sunday of each month.  Those wishing to contribute can put their Heifer offering in the envelope and place it in the offering plate.  Our financial secretary records Heifer offerings when names are provided on the envelope or check, and congregational members get credit on their quarterly offering statement.  Even though the special collection is done on the third Sunday, you may contribute ANY Sunday of the month.  Just identify your offering as going to Heifer.  You will find the sheep-stamped envelopes on the ushers’ table.

In the early years we purchased a variety of animals on a yearly basis.  But for the last five years or so, the congregation has indicated they wanted to save the funds until we had $5,000 and could purchase a Gift Ark.  This Ark contains over 50 animals ranging from cows, pigs, sheep, camels, llamas, and water buffalo to geese and chicks.  See a complete list of Ark animals on the bulletin board.  So far Living Grace has purchased two Arks, and we have over $3,000 toward our third Ark.  You can see the lovely Ark plaques we have received for our donations hanging on the wall in the fellowship hall above the piano.

You can also purchase animals (either an entire animal or a share of a larger animal) as individual gifts for family and friends at Christmas or other special occasions.  A gift card will be sent to the recipient announcing your donation.  Join the fun and gain the satisfaction of helping the less fortunate by becoming involved with Heifer International.  

Contact Agnes Nelson if you have questions, or you can check online at www.heifer.org.

Guidelines for Prayer Requests

Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members

Tamara Albrecht; Nancy Althafer; Jim Axel; Bill Conley; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Fred Kroger; Julien Lange; Johnny Levengood; Ree Lionberger; Jerry Prunty; and Linda Tuminella

Family and Friends

Marian Seckinger

Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Steven Main

Son of Viola Main

Fred Reese

Brother of Cate Sulek

Loyd

Friend of Jan Levengood

Helen Cunningham

Mother of Margery Kellar

Michael Nowling

Friend of Linda Tuminella

Anne Cressman

Mother of Marlene Hardy

MaryAnn Sweeney

Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Kay Clark

Friend of Connie Holley

Linda Linke

Friend of Living Grace

Judy Kissel

Friend of Lin Parker

Jim Pierce

Friend of Ruth Scott

Ursula Booch

Friend of Connie Holley
Brittony Cain

Friend of Ruth Scott

Marietta Sandidge

Mother of Jo Kroger

Barbara Marsh

Friend of Jan Levengood

Ann Bowers

Mother of Harold Bowers

Evelyn Woosley

Friend of Living Grace

Health Ministry

God’s richest blessings on your summer!  I hope your schedule allows you the opportunity to take some time for yourself and your loved ones.  The days of July and August pass quickly, and soon enough they will be a memory.  This month I would like to take the opportunity to talk about self-esteem.

What is Self-Esteem?

Self-esteem is the belief that you are lovable, capable and valuable.  This belief should not be based on what you do or who/what you know.  When we have self-esteem, we have healthy respect for ourselves.

Where Does Self-Esteem Come From?

If self-esteem is not based on our behavior or who/what we know, then we must consider what other sources exist.  Healthy self-esteem is based on the unconditional love God has for us in Christ.  We can share the thoughts of the psalmist, “…The Lord is compassionate and gracious, . . . abounding in steadfast love. . . He does not treat us as our sins deserve. . .For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those that fear Him.”  (Ps. 103:8,10,11).

What role does the family play in the development of self-esteem?

The family plays a very important role!  Most of us learned early on that we were either valuable or worthless based on how our family responded to us.  Our families have the opportunity to support us when we have difficult times, in a way that no other person or organization can.  In today’s world, we desperately need God’s perfect love in our families.

What can we do to develop a healthy self-esteem?

There are several things we can do.  First, we can recognize that we are valuable because God made us and loves us!  There really is no source of unconditional love other than our loving God.  As we nurture our faith, our self-esteem may become more healthy.  Second, we can develop an affirming program for ourselves.  We can learn to have positive self-talk.  Among the messages we can give ourselves are:  “I am lovable, capable and valuable,” “My needs are important,” and “I can develop and grow at my own pace.”  Third, we can seek counseling if the other strategies don’t seem to help.  There are times when professional help is necessary in order to develop a healthy respect and love for ourselves.  May we all experience God’s healing presence in our inner-selves.

Upcoming events:

1. Mission trip to West Virginia, 12-18 July

2. Lutheran night at the Braves, 22 July

3. Vacation Bible School, 3-7 August

We appreciate all the prayers and good wishes offered up for Johnny’s surgery.  We are so blessed.

Yours in Christ


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News

Sew-N-Sews

This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday July 13th and Monday August 10th – 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. 

(If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program. 

Piece Maker’s

The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday July 2nd, Thursday July 23rd and on Saturday July 11th  - 9:00AM to 12:00N and Thursday August 6th, Thursday August 27th and Saturday August 8th - 9:00 AM  to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

Southeastern Weaver

The July email issue of this periodical of the Women of the ELCA has been sent to those who subscribe.  Check your email and pick up your copy today, if you have not already done so.  

If you would like to add your email address to the distribution list, or if you would like to receive a "hard copy", please call Sue Benner @770.493.4044 or email her @suembenner@Yahoo.com
Twenty-Second Annual Convention Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA
The Twenty-Second Annual Convention of the Southeastern Synod Women of the ELCA will be held at The Inn At Ellis Square in Savannah, Georgia on September 18th-20th.  

Theme 

“In One Spirit”
Bible Verse

Ephesians 4:1-6
Hymn        
“We are One in the Spirit”
Chaplains

Pastor Shelley Nelson-Bridger




Pastor Beth Birkholz
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Fred Reisz 




Fred the Fantastic "Mystories"

Bible Study Leader   Pastor Bill Roen
Music Director 
Dana Lee Smith
Saturday Lunch
Catered by Paula Deen's "Lady and Sons"

Banquet  
            Low Country Boil

Ben Tucker Trio entertains 
Love Offering        
Care and Counseling Center of Georgia (Women's Prison Ministry)

Special Guest
Bishop Julian Gordy

Churchwide Representative     Charlene Spillman
In-Kind Gifts            Diapers and baby clothes for  Lutheran Services of Georgia

Host Cluster             Ebenezer Cluster

Contact Louise Iconis @ 770.934.5072 or Sue Benner @ 770.493.4044 or suembenner@Yahoo.com for additional information.  

Outreach Committee

Third Annual Celebration of Church Dedication and Outreach Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon

On Sunday July 26th, our annual celebration will be held in the fellowship hall immediately following the late service.  Fried chicken, biscuits and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a covered dish or dessert to share.

This annual affair celebrates not only the anniversary of the dedication of our sanctuary here in Tucker, but is also in appreciation of the time and talents given by faithful members and friends of Living Grace who have volunteered their time over the past year to participate in our outreach projects.

Here is just a partial list of the projects we support

Heifer International
HOPE Lodge

Lutheran Services of Georgia


Lutheran World Relief
Medshare
  Piece Makers 
NETWorks 
  Samaritan's Purse
Community Ministry

Sew-n-Sews
Shearith Israel

Souper Bowl
Women' s Shelter
Women's Prison Ministry    Villa International

The Outreach Committee is sincerely grateful for the many individuals who volunteer their time, efforts and funds to help make these projects a success!

Last year over 100 members of Living Grace participated in the luncheon affair.  We are looking forward to another great turnout!
Southeastern Synod E-news

If you are curious about the latest news from the Southeastern Synod, you would enjoy receiving their e-newsletter.  You can join the group at synod.office@elca-ses.org.
NETWorks

Thanks to all who have so generously donated food items to the food pantry. The need continues for donations. You may place your non-perishable food items in the designated box in the Narthex.  As our economy continues to struggle, more and more families are in need of food.  Our donations are critically needed.

Heifer Sunday

Sunday July 19th and Sunday August 16th will be the next designated date for donations. The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.   

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need. 
Special envelopes are provided on these designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  We now have over $3,000 collected   toward providing our third "Ark" to this ministry.

Prison Ministries Paperback Books …Paperback Books!

Judy Knapp of Rock of Ages, Stone Mountain, is the Clinical Chaplin at Pulaski State  Women's Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  One way she has suggested we can help with this ministry is to collect and donate used paperback books to help stock prison libraries.

Providing a wide range of reading materials ensures that more women will find an interest in reading and, in many cases, will improve reading abilities never before tapped.

We have had a great response so far, please keep this ministry in your thoughts and prayers!

Remember, paperback books only, no hard cover books or magazines, please!

Your donations can be placed in the designated box in the Narthex.   

Parish Education/Youth

VBS IS SOON APPROACHING!!

We are getting excited about helping with the music and fun VBS activities.  When I think about VBS, my thoughts go back to when I was a child.  The Kool-Aid, cookies, crafts and Bible stories (remember the felt board?) and making new friends made VBS one of the highlights of my summer.

Why do we have VBS?

First, it is a great teaching opportunity.  The children benefit by learning Bible verses, songs and stories that stay with them the rest of their lives.

Second, it is a tremendous outreach program.  We have a number of children who bring their friends to our VBS.  These new kids, as well as the “familiar” faces, will learn about God’s love for everyone.  We all know that if you reach the kids:  You have a way to reach the parents.

Third, VBS serves our community.  There are many children in this community that the only time they hear about Christ is when they attend Vacation Bible School.  What is said and done here can have eternal consequences.

Have you volunteered yet?  My hope and prayer is that if YOU look at the needs of this program, you will prayerfully consider where you can serve.

If you are unable to physically help with the program, please consider donating supplies.  Simply take a post-it note with the suggested supply conveniently written on it.  Then, write your name on the pad.

Your help will enable GOD to work through us to reach more people through VBS in 2009.

Reserve your child’s camp site today.  Place the registration forms in Stephanie Rhode’s box.

CAMP EDGE – AUGUST 3 THROUGH 7 – 5:30 – 8:30 P.M.

Stephanie Rhodes

Worship and Music

Living Out Our Baptism

Commemoration of Jan Hus, martyr, 1415

Monday, 6 July

Jan Hus was a Bohemian priest who spoke against abuses in the church of his day in many of the same ways Luther would a century later.  He spoke against the withholding of the cup at the eucharist and because of this stance was excommunicated, not for heresy but for insubordination toward his archbishop.  He preached against the selling of indulgences and was particularly mortified by the indulgence trade of two rival claimants to the papacy who were raising money for war against each other.  He was found guilty of heresy by the Council of Constance and burned at the stake.  The followers of Jan Hus became known as the Czech Brethern and later became the Moravian Church, an ecumenical partner with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Commemoration of Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750; Heinrich Schütz, 1672; 

George Frederick Handel, 1759; musicians

Tuesday, 28 July

These three composers have done much to enrich the worship life of the church.  Johann Sebastian Bach drew on the Lutheran tradition of hymnody and wrote about two hundred cantatas, including at least two for each Sunday and festival day in the Lutheran calendar of his day.  He has been called “the fifth evangelist” for the ways he proclaimed the gospel through his music.  George Frederick Handel was not primarily a church musician, but his great work Messiah is a musical proclamation of the scriptures.  Heinrich Schütz wrote choral setttings of biblical texts and paid special attention to ways his composition would underscore the meaning of the words.  On this day especially remember to include a prayer of thanksgiving for organists, choir directors, composers, and all who make music in worship.

Summer Choir

During the months of June, July and August, the adult choir will continue to offer an anthem at the 10:30 a.m. service.  There will be a short rehearsal at 9:45 a.m. prior to the service.  If you would like to sing with the choir during these months, we would love to have you.  Please speak with Ken Sass, Director of Music/Organist.

SPIRITS
Alternative Worship Service Schedule

9:30 a.m. in the pavilion

Sunday, 19 July 
Sunday, 2 August 
Sunday, 4 October

Special Days in July/August

3 July

Thomas, Apostle

22 July

Mary Magdalene, Apostle

25 July

James, Apostle

15 August

Mary, Mother of Our Lord

24 August

Bartholomew, Apostle
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