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February 2009 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Annual Meeting

Post your calendar for Sunday, 22 February.  It is time for the annual meeting of the church following the 10:30 service.

You can count on 

· Enjoying a great meal!

· Seeing and meeting friends who attend the early and the late services!

· Getting an update on happenings in the church!

· Voting on the 2009 budget and new council members!

Please sign up on the poster in the narthex.  Please bring a covered dish to the luncheon and be guided by this chart.

· A – G main dish (meat or meat dish)

· H – K salad

· L – R vegetable

· S – Z dessert

We look forward to visiting with you and accomplishing the business of the church.

Your Church Council

Simply Giving
You have heard us speak of it and our Thrivent representatives were here to introduce it.  Simply Giving is an electronic funds transfer program that assists congregational members in achieving a regular giving pattern to the church while creating an easy way to do so.

Many of us already use the internet and various electronic systems to pay bills on-line.  We find that to be fast, convenient, and easy.  Many have automatic deductions from their accounts to pay mortgages, insurance premiums, and other fixed/scheduled payments.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has created a program that allows congregational members to do the same with their commitments to the church.  It is simple and convenient.  For those who sign up, it means that their gift goes forward whether they are physically present or not; it means no more looking for the checkbook Saturday night or Sunday morning; no more looking for the envelopes or loose cash.  It means you can make a pledge to yourself and the church and keep it consistently, even when on vacation.

You fill out an authorization form which is given either to Ruth Scott or Pastor.  On the form you specify whether you wish to contribute weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly.  You designate the amount and the account from which it is drawn.  And you can designate your gift to either the general account or building fund account.  Your choices are confidential.  The system is ultra-secure.  And you can make changes without difficulty.  A record is sent each week to our Financial Secretary so that your contributions are recorded for tax reporting at the end of the year.  There is no charge to either the congregation or the participants in the program; Thrivent pays the costs of the program as a gift to all the congregations.

Four of our families have signed on, including the Pastor’s family, and find it to be as convenient as anticipated.  We invite you to give some serious thought to joining the Simply Giving program.  If interested, speak to either Pastor or Ruth who have the forms.
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Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of February

Ushers

February 1


8:30 – Leanne Beutler


10:30 – Cate Sulek/Walter Sobers

February 8


8:30 – David Benner


10:30 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

February 15


8:30 – Jim Tuminella


10:30 – John and Agnes Nelson

February 22


8:30 – Keith Siekierski


10:30 – David and Lin Parker

February 25 (Ash Wednesday)


7:30 pm – Paul Lefebvre/Scott Melchionda

Acolytes

February 1 – James Cressman

February 8 – Olivia Durrence

February 15 – Abi Akamo

February 22 – Cynthia Outman

February 25 (Ash Wednesday) – Nikki Ireton

Counters

February 1 – David and Lin Parker

February 8 – Chip and Allison Combee

February 15 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

February 22 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

Altar Flowers

February 1 – Jerry and Christine Chappell

February 8 – Stan Gere

February 15 – Jason and Virginia Dick

February 22 – Ruth Scott

Greeters

February 1 – Merrill and JoAnn Durrence

February 8 – Lanny Henderson


         Doris McGreevy

February 15 – Outman Family

February 22 – Joe and Lisa Conley


Service Assistants

February 1


8:30 – Jim Tuminella – L



     David Benner – CA


10:30 – Taylor Cunefare – L 



       Team 1

February 8


8:30 – Michael Hardy – L 



     Jan Levengood – CA 


10:30 – Lorraine Koeves – L 



       Team 5

February 15


8:30 – Missy Streubel – LC 

10:30 – Marlene Hardy – L 



       Team 3

February 22


8:30 – TBD


10:30 – TBD

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 =
Lynn Lefebvre – Captain




Stephanie Rhodes




Carolyn Davis

Floaters/Substitutes – Leanne Beutler





Taylor Cunefare





Jason Eklund

General News and Notes

February Birthdays

9
Walter Sobers

Lisa Conley

11
Avery Balsavage

12
Mary Jane Outman

13
Allison Combee

18
Jim Brinkley

20
Meridith Oys

24
Henry Melchionda

25
Craig Chandler
Jason Eklund

28
Leigh Chandler
Stuart Holden
Deaths

On Saturday, 27 December 2008, at Living Grace, we celebrated the life of Patricia Ann Gere, wife of Stan Gere and mother of Ruth Cressman, who passed away on 18 December 2008.
Membership List

To make sure we have everyone’s correct addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses, if you have changed your information in the last year, please send an email to Stephanie Cunefare at sacunefare@hotmail.com

Oak and Little Lionberger have a new address:


371 Shorewood Circle


Toccoa, GA   30577
Newsletter Articles

To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Graceful Group

Graceful Group (Seniors) will meet Thursday, February 12  - 11:30 am.

Program:    George Hood and his “Old Time Toy Collection”

Lunch:  Our usual potluck (bring a dish to share)

Reservations:  Please call or email JoAnn Durrence at gmdurrence@bellsouth.net or     404-406-8654  by Tuesday, February 10.

Books and magazines:  Bring to trade and share. 

Bring a friend or maybe two friends!

Med Share International

Every day product donors throughout the United States make efforts to collect surplus medical supplies and equipment for use in third-world countries.  Our congregation has done its part.  We are part of an effort that has shipped over 420 shipping containers of humanitarian medical aid to 73 countries.  Med Share has expressed their gratitude for our generosity

Living Grace has given 23 pounds of prescription pill bottles since August.  Only prescription pill bottles are needed.  Please, no over-the-counter pill bottles such as vitamins and supplements are accepted.  Please remove the labels from the bottles or cover the names with magic markers.

Med Share International is pleased to announce the opening of a second distribution center, in Northern California.

Please continue to bring your empty prescription pill bottles and place them in the lower drawer of the cabinet in the coat closet.

Thank you,

Jo Ann Durrence
Thank Yous

Pastor and Marlene wish to thank the members and friends of Living Grace who have so graciously remembered us at this season.  We give thanks for you and our rich relationship and pray for each of you the very best in this New Year.

Pastor and Marlene Hardy

A mere thank you just doesn’t cover the gratitude I feel for your monetary gift and other gifts you have given me this year.  You are the greatest and it is such a privilege to minister to you as your Parish Nurse.

Yours in Christ,

Jan

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you, the congregation, for your kindness and generosity expressed through the monetary gift you gave to me this past Christmas.  It is truly appreciated.  I offer to you my warmest regards in the New Year.

Ken Sass

Organist and Director of Music

I would like to thank my Living Grace family for their generosity given to me through the monetary gift this past Christmas.  It is truly a joy to do the work I do for my church and I thank God for the relationships I have through my extended church family.  I wish all of you a Happy New Year.

Leanne Beutler

Parish Secretary

We of the DeKalb Choral Guild are all very appreciative of the warm welcome we received from everyone at Living Grace and for the use of your beautiful and graciously resonant sanctuary.  It was a gift to sing there and with so many friends to listen.

Mary Gowing

DeKalb Choral Guild

I would like to thank all of the members of Living Grace Church that have agreed to be a GREETER in the past year.  This is an important part of our church service each week.  SO MY THANKS TO YOU FOR YOUR HELP.  I have heard so many of our new members tell me that one of the reasons –––along with many other things–––that they joined our church was how friendly it was and how welcome it made them feel.  Remember the first time that you visited our church how good it made you feel to be greeted by a friendly face and a handshake?  Our church is known for being a friendly church, so let us keep it up.  If you would be interested in being a greeter, please give me a call.  We will be having a short instruction session on the duties of being a greeter in the near future.  Thanks again for your help.

Phyllis Prunty
770/237-9807

Guidelines for Prayer Requests

Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members

Charlie Althafer; Nancy Althafer; Jim Axel; June Crawford; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Wanda Meese; Jerry Prunty; Linda Tuminella; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Steven Main


Son of Viola Main

Caroline Smith


Friend of Louise Iconis

Fred Reese


Brother of Cate Sulek

Loyd


Friend of Jan Levengood

Helen Cunningham


Mother of Margery Kellar

Michael Nowling


Friend of Linda Tuminella

Geri Tape and Keith Hartmann


Friends of Kathie Kennedy

Marlene


Friend of Kathie Kennedy

Anne Cressman


Mother of Marlene Hardy

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Kay Clark


Friend of Connie Holley

Joy Pressley


Friend of Leanne Beutler

Linda Linke


Friend of Living Grace

Craig


Friend of Becky Frye

Bill Axson


Uncle of Michael Bennett

Judy Kissel


Friend of Lin Parker

Kelly


Friend of Margery Kellar

Jim Pierce


Friend of Ruth Scott


Brittony Cain


Friend of Ruth Scott

Tom Frye


Family of Becky Frye

Jennifer Gonyea


Friend of Jason and Virginia Dick

Marietta Sandidge


Mother of Jo Kroger

Chuck Firestone


Brother-in-law of Andy Sulek

Barbara Marsh


Friend of Jan Levengood

David Pekarek


Nephew of John and Agnes Nelson

Health Ministry of Living Grace

February is recognized as Healthy Heart month. In Proverbs, we are reminded that a cheerful heart is good medicine and that a person’s heart reflects the person (17:22; 27:19). This month I want to visit with you about Personal Responsibility and your Health. Indeed, as we think about the contribution of our heart to our health we are struck with several insights: (a) there is a strong relationship between our actions and our true values, (b) we can change both our actions and our values, and (c) our health is intertwined … our physical health is affected by our emotions, values and relationships.

Parish Nurse… Do you Have any Suggestions for Me?
Of course, I have some ideas that I hope will help you in living well. Thanks for asking! In taking our health responsibility seriously, I think it would be helpful if we …

· Remember that our God is awesome, and HE wants us to live and be well!

· Focused on what we can do, not what we cannot do .

· Set small reachable goals and build in some rewards.

· Work the words no and less into our vocabulary (supersizing our meals also seems to supersize our diseases and health insurance bills!)

· Considering that our physical health is strongly related to nutritional choices, balancing rest and work, getting regular exercise, and stress management.

· Health has always been more than physical, and we need to take responsibility for our emotional, spiritual, relational and intellectual health too!

I pray that your health journey is affirming, satisfying and a blessing to you and your loved ones.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister
We will have a Healing Service on Sunday, Feb 8th after the late Service.

Please wear red on that Sunday for healthy heart day.

The annual hunger walk at Turner Field will be on 1 March.  JoAnn Durrence is our contact person this year and she will be receiving envelopes for fund raising soon. Let’s get a group together—it’s only a three mile walk!


50 members walked to Bethlehem (or exercised their way). Aaron and Olivia Durrence and Isabel Balsavage had 816, 674 and 537 miles respectively.  Our walkers who led the group were Claire Shepherd with 405.7 miles, Paul McCarty with 324.3 miles and Stephanie Cunefare with 355 miles.  There were others who were close, but under 300 miles.  Keep up the good work!  





Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Living Grace Women of the ELCA 

General Meeting 

All women are cordially invited to attend the Women of the Church General Meeting on Saturday, February 14, 2008 at 12:00 Noon at the church.  The Miriam Circle will be our hostesses providing drinks, desserts and the program.  Please bring the covered dish of your choice and join us!  Child care will be provided.

Sew-N-Sews

This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday February 9th – 10:00 AM to 12:00 AM 

If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program. Forty-four families received layettes in 2008.

Piece Maker’s

The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday February 5th, Thursday February 26th and on Saturday February 14th  - 9:00AM to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

Prison Ministries

Paperback Books …Paperback Books!

Judy Knapp of Rock of Ages, Stone Mountain, is the Clinical Chaplin at Pulaski State  Women's Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  One way she has suggested we can help with this ministry is to collect and donate used paperback books to help stock prison libraries.

Providing a wide range of reading materials ensures that more women will find an interest in reading and, in many cases, will improve reading abilities never before tapped.

We have had a great response so far, please keep this ministry in your thoughts and prayers!

Remember, paperback books only, no hard cover books or magazines, please!

Your donations can be placed in the           designated box in the Narthex.   

Church Women United

On Friday, January 16th Church Women United held their Annual Meeting at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Tucker. Officers were elected and installed for the coming year. Viola Main and Sue Benner, Keywoman, represented Living Grace.



Outreach Committee

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for Homeless Women

Thanks to all who volunteered and served at the shelter during the week of January 11th through January 17th.

Monica, Destinee and Krystin Cherry

Joanne Durrence

Marjorie and Leyla Kellar

Jan Levengood

Missy Streubel (Twice!)

Sue and David Benner

Thanks to the sixteen members, and friends of members, who volunteered their time to spend one or more nights at the shelter in November and January.  Their efforts have helped six women to find employment, three women to become settled in stable housing, and two women to be reconciled and reunified with their families.

A total of 21 women have been served this year, to date.  The shelter is currently at its capacity of 13 residents.

Our twenty-sixth year of operations is going well!  We anticipate an even greater need for volunteers this coming season.  Please consider setting aside just one night this coming November or next January so that you can help us provide security and comfort for women without a home.



NETWorks

Thanks to all who have so generously donated food items to the food pantry. The need continues for donations. You may place your non-perishable food items in the designated box in the Narthex.  As our economy continues to struggle, more and more families are in need of food.  Our donations are critically needed.

Heifer Sunday

The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.  February 15th will be the next designated date for donations.

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who        receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need.
Special envelopes are provided on these   designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  

Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration

The Southeastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's Multicultural Commission and the Georgia Chapter of the African American Lutheran Association     sponsored the annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration on Sunday, January 18, 2009, 3:00 PM at Living Grace Lutheran Church in Tucker, GA. 

This year's theme was "Living the Dream".   The bishop of the Southeastern Synod, Julian Gordy, was the celebrant and speaker.

A special Praise and Worship service began at 2 PM featuring the Team Lutheran Singers and various bands, liturgical dancers, and choirs representing the cross-cultural membership of the Lutheran Church across Georgia.


Approximately 320 persons attended the service. A reception, funded by the Multicultural Commission of the ELCA and prepared by Living Grace Women of the ELCA members followed. 

Phyllis Prunty and Sue Benner would like to thank all the women of the church for their help in making the festivities a great success!

Parish Education/Youth
An Evening With Matt Beckler

February 7th at 7pm, Living Grace Sanctuary
Independent Singer-Songwriter Matt Beckler will be traveling from Columbus, Ohio to visit his Aunt Leanne and Grandma Charlette (our members!) and has kindly agreed to give a concert to benefit the youth mission trip!  A freewill offering will be taken and coffee and baked goods will be sold as well.  To give Matt a proper Living Grace welcome, let’s try to fill up the sanctuary on this special night.   Please set aside the date to attend with your friends and family.

Matt’s music has been featured in several television shows and even in a Quincy Jones movie.  Please visit either www.myspace.com/mattbeckler or www.mattbeckler.net to sample his recordings.  You’re sure to find a track that you’ll love.  Here’s a description of his music from his website:

Matt Beckler's music does not subscribe to one genre. A folk element lies at the core of his songs, surrounded by myriads of influences, layering the context of each album. As the music ebbs and flows, the listener is drawn steadily through sonic landscapes, subtle and lush. Matt draws his inspiration from many different places - Dylan, the delta blues, ambient noise - yet there is a defining congruency to each project, leading the listener to a new place every time, both lyrically and musically. His unmistakable voice provides a common thread in an outpouring of honest, comtemplative, unique songwriting.
December 14th ,2008 at Living Grace was no ordinary night!

The children and youth gave a wonderful performance of a Christmas musical and delighted the audience.  We hope you did not miss “No Ordinary Night,” directed by Carol Ireton, with music direction by Leanne Beutler, piano accompaniment by Jo Kroger, and a reception hosted by Ruthie Cressman.  Thanks to all of these dedicated folks, to the parents who supported the program and allowed their children to participate, and most of all, to our most talented Living Grace Kids in the cast and crew:

Narrators Abi Akamo and Marissa Wall; Know-It-All Teen Angel Olivia Kellar; Teen Angels Morgan Arneson, Erin Cunefare, Taylor Cunefare and Nikki Ireton; Little Angels Ashley Arneson, Alvin Jorkey, Antemil Jorkey, Melody Ireton, and Jake Melchionda; Littlest Angels Reagan Arneson, Emma Jorkey, Jamie Combee, Lily Cooper, and 

and Samantha Ireton; Shepherds Abi Akamo, DJ Taylor, and Marissa Wall; Star James Cressmam; Mary Cynthia Outman; Joseph Michael Akamo; Set Designers Duncan Shirah, Logan Shirah and Leyla Kellar.

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

1 FEBRUARY
Souper Bowl Sunday is here again!!  Pittsburgh Steelers V. Arizona Cardinals, what is your pick??  We have another team to help cheer on and that is our own LGLC Youth Group and funding the 2009 Mission Trip for Habitat for Humanity.  The kids will be banging pots after each service on Sunday, 1 February looking for pocket change.  Please give generously; otherwise they won’t stop making all that racquet.  Oh yea, Go Steelers!


Summer Youth Mission Trip

Are you interested in attending the 2009 Youth Mission Trip to Franklin, WV??  The trip is 12 July – 18 July.  The cost is $300.00/person.  A $100.00 deposit is due at time of interest.   If so, please see Steph Cunefare or Pastor Hardy to get information and an “Intent to Attend” form.  Or email Steph at sacunefare@hotmail.com.
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Stewardship

(The following devotion is used with permission from Pastor Kerry Nelson, Covenant Lutheran Church, Houston, TX.)

As congregations plan for the year, along comes the reality that "In God we trust, but the rest of the world wants cash."   Congregations ask, "How much is ministry going to cost?"  As individuals, we ask ourselves, "How much are we going to personally invest in that shared ministry?"

The common ground for the role of finances in the lives of Christian congregations and Christian families is the concept of "stewardship."  The word "stewardship" is derived from an Old English term "sty warden."  Literally, the "pig keeper."  Not a glamorous title, but this was a person so trusted by the owner of the farm that he was given responsibility for managing its day to day operations.  It was a position of trust and of power, but accountable to the owner in all things.

As we are told in Genesis, God provides life and the means for making a living, and human beings are responsible for taking care of the earth, for using God's good gifts wisely.  At no point does God deed the territory to us, God always remains the owner.  While God puts us in a position of trust and authority, His ultimate authority is not diminished.

When we realize that, the whole question of stewardship turns away from financing the operations of a church or the tax implications of charitable giving to considering life itself.  What we say is ours...life, family, job, neighbor, church, country, food,  clothes...all are, in fact, God's.  This sense of God's ownership and authority over everything, and of the sacred trust he has given us, lies at the heart of life.  It is both the promise of God's goodness and provision, and the judgment of our self-centeredness and greed.

Dear Lord:  You continue to create life abundantly, and you continue to trust that we will do our part in managing well the gifts that you give us.  We pray for your guidance for us, and for our congregation, in the coming year.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Sunday, 22 February

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration.  In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven.  But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s beloved son.  As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision.  The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, 25 February

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter.  As we hear in today’s readings, now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord.  During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection.  The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty.  What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness.  With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.

We will have a service of Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion on this day at 7:30 p.m.

Living Grace’s Concert Series

We have confirmed our two final concerts for the 2008-2009 concert series.  Both these concerts will be free to the public, although we 

will have a free-will offering at the door after the concerts. 

· Matthew Beckler – concert solo performer, several CD’s published – Saturday, 7 February 2009, at 7:00 p.m.

· Duet Organ Recital – performers, Philip Newton (former Living Grace church musician) and Dr. Robert Wolfersteig (well-known organist and Philip’s teacher), Sunday, 26 April 2009, at 2:00 p.m.

If you wish to donate money to the music fund to help augment the costs of these concerts, please make your check payable to Living Grace Lutheran Church and mark it for “music fund.”  For more information, you may contact, Leanne Beutler, Chair of Worship and Music.

Why Join a Choir?

· A New Challenge:  Learning to sing or play an instrument is a challenge in itself, but learning to make music with others is a skill that makes the musical experience all the more rewarding.

· Social Benefits:  As with any club or society, membership will not only enhance your circle of friends but also your social life.

· Education:  There is a wealth of music to discover and being a part of a choir is one way of discovering old and new gems.  If you’re new to music and singing, it will also encourage you to learn the basics.

· Health Benefits:  Making music is an ideal way to relax and relieve stress as it provides an outlet from the pressures of daily life.

Please see the bulletins and monthly calendar for the rehearsal dates and times of Living Grace’s choirs.
Special Days in February

2 February

Presentation of Our Lord

22 February

Transfiguration of Our Lord

25 February

Ash Wednesday
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LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!













11

