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December 2006 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  ww.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

To the Beach in March

Ever since Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, some of us have talked about going down to help rehab and rebuild in that area.  We did not go right away because a flood of people went then and my concern was for the later times when it would not be so newsworthy but just as critical.  It continues to be critical but the flood of people is slowing as interest fades and as it becomes old news.  Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) and Lutheran Episcopal Services of Mississippi (LESM) estimate another 8 years of rebuilding to be done.  Well over 100,000 homes were lost, damaged severely, or damaged somewhat in that disaster.  Help, personal help, will be needed for a long time.
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Some of us are looking at the last full week of March 2007 as a time to go to the Gulf Coast and work with our partners there - LDR and LESM - for a week of work doing rehab or rebuilds.  We have the skills needed, the same skills that many of us use in our own homes on weekends, or that we have used with Habitat in West Virginia with the youth.  One does not have to be an expert builder, just a willing worker with some basic knowledge of tools.  Men and women are eligible for this.

We'd like to have 10-12 people sign on.  Travel would be by the church bus with lodging and meals hosted by LDR or LESM in the "camps" set up for volunteers.  It will be a great opportunity for building community and putting faith into action.

If interested, please speak with Pastor or Jim Outman soon.

A Mission People

On Sunday, the 26th of November, we celebrated the commissioning of Pastor Don Hanberry and Seminarian Patti Axel as Mission Developer and Ministry Assistant respectively during our 10:30 service.  It was a special moment in their lives but also in the life of Living Grace.  We were chosen for this because both of them have strong and dear connections to our congregation.  We were also chosen, though, because we have evinced a strong commitmentto mission as a congregation.

Our vision statement and mission statement both point us in that direction.  In fact, in his thank you letter included in this newsletter, Rev. Gary Christiansen quotes that vision statement.  Our relocation to this new site and our earnest desire to both welcome and be involved in the local community are signs of that commitment to mission.  As well we have set aside a special fund from the sale of St. Michael's property to help support mission development.  A grant has been made from that fund to help Nativity Lutheran in Bethlehem, GA, get started.  More on that in a moment.

The Christian church in North America is struggling right now.  The average size of mainline Protestant congregations across North America is 150 or less.  We are at 300.  In the Southeastern Synod, average worship attendance is around 70.  We are closing in on 150 for both services combined, up from

previous years.  We welcome visitors every Sunday and we have received new members every month that we have been here in Tucker. That is mission at work, but we still have more to do.

Part of what remains to be done was set in that service of commissioning.  As we give of ourselves in helping others be reached by the Word of Grace in Christ, ie, mission planting and development, so are we blessed as people reach to us for the same Word.  It's the old Biblical cliche -- as you sow,  so shall you reap.  I believe that through Don and Patti, we shall be supporting a deep and rich sowing in a fast growing area.

Our financial gift will underwrite the ministry assistance program for one year and we are committed to two further years.  No, it's not the Doraville area but it is an area of great need.  It will be multi-cultural because of the changing demographics in the North Atlanta - West Athens area.  The gift will also do something that has never been done before -- actually provide hands-on training and experience for a seminarian in mission development.  Usually, mission developers are first year graduates sent out to learn on the fly.  This is new and creative and encouraging.  This support is further evidence of our commitment to mission.  We take seriously what it means to live by grace, to be a Living Grace to others as they start and grow.

Pastor Hardy

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On behalf of the Southeastern Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, I would like to thank you for hosting the beautiful Commissioning Service for the Reverend Don Hanberry and Ms. Patti Axel. Pastor Hanberry will serve as our part time Mission Developer for the new congregation of Nativity Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, GA. Patti, a Lutheran Seminary student and “child” of St. Matthew’s Church, will work with Pastor Hanberry as a part time Ministry Assistant. The first worship service of Nativity Church will be held on Sunday, December 3, at 4:00pm.

For the past six months, Pastor Don and Patti have been hard at work making new friends, walking the streets, and knocking on doors to share the “good news” with the thousands of new and long-time residents of Barrow County who do not have a current church home. “Doubling the team” has greatly helped to increase the number of initial contacts/cold calls that have been accomplished to introduce Nativity to the community.

FYI… Bethlehem, GA is located mid-way between the outer Atlanta suburbs and Athens. Many new affordable subdivisions and upscale communities are scattered all along the feeder roads branching out from the Highway 316/University Highway corridor. The Atlanta sprawl is moving east and Athens is growing toward the west. Bethlehem is strategically located in the middle of this prime growth area – the perfect site for a new church start!

Thanks to a unique Mission Partnership arrangement between the ELCA, the SE Synod, Nativity Church, and YOU (Living Grace LC) we have been able to create an exciting opportunity to further the mandate of Jesus Christ to “GO and make disciples”.  This partnership will provide most of the financial resources necessary to support a part-time supervised field ministry experience for a current seminary student to participate in all aspects of mission work, especially the early life stages of a new congregation under development. More importantly this grant will provide some practical training in a much neglected area of our present seminary training – new church planting.  I’m so pleased to share with you the fact that Living Grace Church is providing a very generous grant over a three-year period to support this effort. Your kindness, faith-filled stewardship, and partnership with Nativity Church are consistent with the mission of Living Grace. 


We shall bear witness to the saving grace of Christ's love.  And while maintaining our global Lutheran heritage, we shall be open to new ways to build and serve our community (Vision Statement: Living Grace LC). 

I hope and pray that more of our established congregations will follow your courageous lead and share the people, prayer, and financial resources that God has entrusted to the Church of Jesus Christ. I will tell your story in my travels and your example of “Living Grace” will serve as an inspiration to the whole church.

God bless you and thanks, again, for helping us get off to such a positive and affirming start. Don, Patti and their “emerging” flock will never be alone as long as they have Living Grace!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Gary Christensen – ELCA/EOCM Mission Director, Southeastern Synod

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER

1 Advent, 3 December

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

2 Advent, 10 December

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

3 Advent, 17 December

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

4 Advent, 24 December

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Christmas Eve, 24 December

Lessons and Carols with Holy Communion, 7:30 p.m.

Candlelight Festival Service with Holy Communion, 11:00  p.m.

1 Christmas, 31 December

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

December Birthdays

1
Stephen Arroyo

3
Jeff Cook

6
Jason Dick

8
Margaret Holden
Kristen Vanags

9
Katie Lyons

18
Connie Holley

19
Robert Solheim
Kathie Kennedy

20
John Nelson

24
Sheree Benner

29
Ree Lionberger
Gene Durrence, Jr.

Baptisms


Henry Hayden and Owen Maddox Parker, twin sons of Matthew and Beth Kissell Parker, were baptized on Sunday, 29 October 2006, at Living Grace.

New Members


We welcome back to Living Grace, Jim and Phyllis Gerke by letter of transfer.  We also welcome Colin Cressman, husband of Ruth Cressman.

Deaths


Peg Carmichael, was called to her eternal home on Monday, 20 November 2006.  A memorial service will be held at Living Grace on Sunday, 3 December, at 1:00 p.m.

Changes


June Crawford has been moved to Manor Care, 4360 Johnson Ferry Place, NE, Marietta, GA 30062, to continue her healing process.


Earl and Marie Murphy have a new telephone number, 404/371-3459.


Josephine Kun, 145 Paper Mill Road, Apt. 7204, Lawrenceville, GA 30045.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through 31 October 2006, was $213,040.82.  For the same period in 2005 we had received $215,622.95 which was 1.2% more than our current level of giving.  Our budgeted income for the first ten months of 2006 is $289,382.50.

Senior Social Group


December Christmas Party – 14 December – Living Grace Fellowship Hall


Arrival Time – 11:30 a.m.


Lunch – 12 noon (potluck) bring a favorite dish to share


Please call or email JoAnn Durrence by Tuesday, 12 December, to let us know you are coming.  If you email, please tell her the type of dish you plan to bring.  Telephone number 404/633-1833 or email durrence@comcast.net.


Our porgram for December will be “table talk” sharing of your most memorable Christmas memories with the other people at your table.  Please come prepared to share your story of a special Christmas.  If there are outstanding stories we may ask that those be shared with the entire group if time permits.  (A special “thank you” to Agnes Nelson for suggesting this sharing for our Christmas party).


We’ll also sing some favorite Christmas carols and share the spirit of the season by asking those who can to bring gifts of non-perishable food for the Tucker Food Pantry to help make the Christmas season better for those in need.  We encourage you to bring a friend to share the spirit of the holiday.


If you have not already done so, please call JoAnn Durrence to sign up to be a hostess for this meeting or a future meeting.  Hostess duties include arranging for set-up, clean-up, food handling, and drinks.

Matt and Alice Adler

Finance Committee


The Finance Committee will be meeting on Wednesday, 6 December, at Living Grace in the Adult Education classroom.

Poinsettias


Poinsettias go on sale starting Sunday, 3 December until Sunday, 17 December.  These poinsettias can be purchased in honor or in memory of loved ones.  There will be someone sitting at a table in the narthex with the order slips.

Thank Yous!


I wish to thank all of you for your good wishes and cards celebrating my 60th birthday.  As I look in the mirror each day, I still see the same young man that I saw in my father years ago -- the same thinning hair, lots of gray, and advancing wrinkles.  Boy, I thought he was old at this age.  You really have no idea how special your words are, what energy you give me, and what joy it is to serve a caring congregation like Living Grace.  I am blessed to have been called here.  Again, many thank yous to all.

Pastor Hardy


I would like to express my deepest appreciation to the members of Living Grace for their cards, emails and especially prayers during my surgery and hospital stay.  These and the continuing support of the members of the congregation have been a blessing to me and made the recovery process a lot easier.  Thanks so much.

John Nelson


Well, the first of the Southeastern Synod’s ELW training events are behind us!  Due in large part to the generous hospitality of the people at Living Grace, Sunday afternoon and evening were a very positive experience for all.  Having such capable and eager helpers made our job so much easier and it was a delight to be able to introduce the new worship resource in your beautiful new facility!  Thanks again for your willingness to help expose worshippers to an important new chapter in our history and ever changing worship of God!  In great appreciation.

The ELW Team

Something to Think About


Chances are there are projects around the house that may need to be done, the new light fixture in the dining room, or what about that squeaking door.  If there is, give Franklin Benner a call.  Over the phone he may be able to help figure out what he can do for you, everything from a doorknob to a new deck.  Just give Franklin a call at 678/920-1167

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.
Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; June Crawford, Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Cynthia Outman; Jerry Prunty; Joan “Jo” Richards; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Bill Holley


Friend of Jan Levengood

Lori Murphy



Friend of Jan Levengood

Jim Lively


Friend of Leanne Beutler

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Judy Kissell


Mother-in-law of Matthew Parker

Bill Franke

Uncle of Margery Kellar

Ruth Cherry


Friend of Margery Kellar

Marvin Cherry


Friend of Margery Kellar

John Cox

Friend of Jim and Millie and Jeff and Patti Axel

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS FOR DECEMBER

PARISH NURSE

Each Tuesday and Friday, 10-2

SEW ’N SEWS

Monday, 11December, at 10:00 a.m., at the church

QUILTING GROUP

Second Saturdays and Fourth Thursdays, at 9:00 a.m., at St. James Lutheran Church

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

No rehearsal on Wednesday, 27 December


“SPIRITS’ REHEARSALS

Sundays at 12 noon and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS

Sundays, 12 noon – 12:30 p.m.

WELCA

Christmas Party, Saturday, 9 December, at 12 noon

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY DAY

Saturday, 16 December, at 11:00 a.m.

PARISH EDUCATION

Children’s Christmas Program

 Sunday, 17 December, at 6:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER

27 DECEMBER 2006

Health Ministry of Living Grace


Peace and Joy in the name of our coming Savior!  December is a month filled with family gatherings, eager anticipation, special services and programs, and extra fellowship opportunities.  Despite our best intentions, we can find ourselves hurried, harried and exhausted.  This is especially true for CAREGIVERS OF THOSE WITH CHRONIC ILLNESS, which is the topic I would like to address this month.  Care giving is a difficult as it is a loving job, and we need to watch ourselves so we avoid the experience of caregiver burnout.  We can be encouraged, that in Christ’s church, we are called to bear each other’s burdens (Gal. 6:2).


Symptoms of caregiver burnout include the following

· Altered sleep and eating patterns

· Frequent headaches or body discomforts

· Increased irritability, anxiety, and overreacting to minor frustrations

· Feeling trapped, isolated, depressed, overwhelmed or hopeless

· Neglecting the care of self or other family members


Tips for Caregivers

· Recognize that providing for a loved one’s care doesn’t necessarily mean that you need to provide all of that care yourself!
· Remember that providing for yourself-care isn’t selfish, but makes it possible for you to continue your loving care for others (even in airplanes, caregivers need to put the oxygen on first, so they can be able to care for others!)

· Develop boundaries, and work on being able to accept help.  (Care giving is more like a marathon rather than a sprint!)

· Learn all you can about your loved one’s diagnosis, treatments and available resources

· Plan for specific times in your day or week that you can have respite support (another family member, a friend or volunteer who can provide care for a specific period of time)

· Keep in touch with your family and friends

· Consider joining a support group (face to face or online)

· Remember that God is able to accomplish that which we are not able to do with our own strength (Phil. 1:6)

· 
Try not to let the present circumstances keep you from thinking about your future, the beautiful one God has in mind for you.


May we all be comforted knowing that we are in the arms of the perfect caregiver, Jesus Christ.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Outreach Committee

Hope Lodge

On Monday, November 13th, a team of volunteers prepared and served dinner to the guests at Hope Lodge.  Hope Lodge provides housing for cancer patients undergoing treatment at Emory Hospital and for their caregivers.  

Special thanks are due to Phyllis Prunty and all the volunteers who provided the Hope Lodge guests with their evening meal!

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for            Homeless Women

For the 23rd consecutive year, Living Grace is participating in staffing the shelter for two weeks.  Our first week was from Wednesday November 15th through Tuesday November 21st.

Special thanks to the following members who so graciously gave of their time to staff the shelter that week:

· Susan and Jim Brinkley 

· Laurel Gunnels

· Missy Streubel

· Betty Bartling 

· Ruth Scott

· Lin and David Parker

· Alice and Matt Adler
· Sue and David Benner

By the end of the week, seven ladies had settled in, preparing to obtain employment and save enough money over these winter months to, once again, become independent and establish a permanent residence of their own.

Our next week is from Sunday January 7th through Saturday January 13th.   As of this writing, several nights are still available.   We encourage you to consider volunteering for one of these nights. 

Mark your calendars and select the time most convenient for you, or you and a friend!  Your one night of service (or more!) means so much for the women who are working so hard to become independent, once again.  The knowledge that you have helped to make a difference in the life of a woman regaining a hold on her life is one of the greatest satisfactions and rewards of volunteering.

David and Sue Benner serve as coordinators for this project.  Call them @770.493.4044 or speak to them at any time for additional information.

Med - Share

Saturday, January 13th, is the next opportunity available for volunteers to help sort medical supplies that are then provided to many deserving groups who desperately need these very valuable medical resources.

In addition to this date, please mark your calendars for the following additional dates that Living Grace will be participating in this project:

Saturday - March 10, 2007

Saturday – May 12, 2007

Contact Dennis Ford @404.377.2928 or Don Linnartz @770.455.6060 to volunteer.

Outreach Appreciation Luncheon

Sunday, November 19th, all members of the congregation were treated to a luncheon sponsored by the Outreach Committee that celebrated the many hours and days of time that members and friends of Living Grace have spent volunteering to support our many outreach projects.  


The luncheon menu, featuring fried chicken, macaroni and cheese and baked beans, was delicious and many were able to take home leftovers for use later that day! 

A brief program, presented by Sue Benner, described Outreach programs.  Special highlights of the presentation were:

· The display of the Heifer International plaque presented to the church at the 10:30 AM Service in appreciation for the donation of an “Ark” to the Heifer International Project

· The display of Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes assembled by the Circles of Living Grace that were sent for distribution to needy children

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Piece Maker’s
  The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Saturday December 9th    - 9:00 AM to 12:00 N and Thursday December 28th - 9:00 AM to 12:00 N. You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need.

Sew-N-Sews
This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday December 11th – 10:00 AM to 12:00 N.  

If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program.


Coming Events

Heifer Sunday
Heifer International Sunday is December 17th.   We thank all who are helping us to increase our offerings for this program that   sustains and develops food resources to the people of developing countries. Thanks for your generous contributions! 
Future Cluster Meetings

Spring Meeting:
Will be at Living Grace Church on Saturday March 24th, 2007. Refreshments provided by Redeemer Church, decorations and favors by Trinity.

General Meeting Christmas Luncheon


This annual meeting will be held on Saturday December 9th 12:00 N at the church.


Campbell Soup Labels

Notice to all those saving Campbell Soup labels.  We need both the label and the bar code.
Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Advent
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Like an expectant mother, the church in Advent prepares for an arrival; we anticipate the celebration of Jesus’ birth and look forward to Christ’s coming again at the end of history.  But here and now––in scripture and preaching, in water and bread and wine––God comes to us.


During the Sundays in Advent, at the 10:30 service, the Junior Choir will be singing an anthem, “Prepare the Way of the Lord” as the Advent Wreath is being lighted.  We remember that during this season of Advent, we prepare for the day of Jesus Christ.

Christmas
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The miracle happens in the dark.  A cold stable, inky night, and tired shepherds––all is jolted to a new awakening when God comes among us!  We, too, are greeted with angel song as Christ makes his way among us in an old story, in miracles of bread and wine, in the wondrous fellowship of flesh and blood people called together to be a body for Christ.


We will be offering two services for Christmas Eve.  Lessons and Carols with Holy Communion will be offered at 7:30 p.m.  Candlelight Festival Holy Communion will be offered at 11:00 p.m.  Come let us adore him!
Children’s Christmas Program


The children of the church will be performing a Christmas Program called, “Mary Had a Baby.”  The program will be on the Third Sunday in Advent, Sunday, 17 December, at 6:00 p.m.  We encourage all members to prayerfully consider attending this special night and to support the children of our church.

Junior Choir


The Junior Choir has weekly rehearsals after the 10:30 worship service.  We welcome all children from first grade through eighth grade.  We would like the Junior Choir to sing for the worship services once a month.  Our attendance for the past two months has been a little low.  We encourage all children to come and try out the choir.  For more information, please talk with Leanne Beutler, Director.


Upcoming Concerts


On Sunday, 10 December, at 3:00 p.m., the Decatur Civic Chorus will be offering their Annual Christmas Concert at the First Baptist Church of Decatur, 308 Clairemont Avenue, Decatur, GA.  The concert is entitled “Great Composers View the Nativity.”  Stan Gere, a member of Living Grace and the Senior Choir sings with this chorus.


On Saturday, 16 December, Christmas with Atlanta Sacred Chorale.  They will be offering two performances, matinee at 2:00 p.m. and an evening performance at 7:00 p.m.  The concert will be held at the Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, 2715 Peachtree Road NE, Atlanta, GA.  Tickets can be purchased from Miguel Santiago or Sarah Russka, our staff singers, who sing with the Atlanta Sacred Chorale.  The price of the tickets are:

· Matinee – Adults $18, Seniors $15, and Students $15

· Evening – Adults $20, Seniors $18, and Students $16

Special Days in December

3 December

First Sunday of Advent

24 December

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Morning Worship)

24 December

Christmas Eve (Evening Worship)

25 December

Christmas Day

26 December

Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

27 December

John, Apostle and Evangelist

28 December

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
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LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
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