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December 2008 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Christmas Eve Services

7:30 p.m. Family Service

with Holy Communion

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Festival Service

with Holy Communion
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Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of December/January

Ushers

December 7


8:30 – Jim Tuminella


10:30 – Chip Combee/Jason Dick

December 14


8:30 – Keith Siekierski


10:30 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

December 21


8:30 – David Benner


10:30 – Cate Sulek/Walter Sobers

December 24 (Christmas Eve)


7:30 p.m. – Jim Tuminella/Keith Siekierksi


11:00 p.m. – John and Agnes Nelson

December 28


8:30 – Michael Hardy


10:30 – Harold Bowers/Ed Kennedy

January 4


8:30 – David Benner


10:30 – David and Lin Parker

January 11


8:30 – Jim Tuminella


10:30 – Paul Lefebvre/Scott Melchionda

January 18 


8:30 – Michael Hardy


10:30 – Merrill and JoAnn Durrence

January 25


8:30 – Keith Siekierski


10:30 – Chip Combee/Jason Dick

Acolytes

December 7 – Cynthia Outman

December 14,21,24,28 – TBD

January 4,11,18,25 – TBD

Counters

December 7 – Chip and Allison Combee

December 14 – David and Lin Parker

December 21 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

December 24 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

December 28 – Pat and Lyn Conley

January 4 – Pat Stowers/Dot Beaver

January 11 – John and Margaret Holden

January 18 – Gene and Susan Durrence

January 25 – John and Margaret Holden

Altar Flowers

December 7 – Kathie Kennedy

December 14 – Merrill and JoAnn Durrence

December 21 – Jeff Cox

December 28 – Jerry and Christine Chappell

January 4,11,18,25 – TBD

Greeters

December 7,14,21,24,28 – TBD

January 4,11,18,25 – TBD

Service Assistants

December 7


8:30 – Michael Hardy – L



     Jan Levengood - CA


10:30 – Amy Eklund - L



       Team 5

December 14


8:30 – Jim Tuminella – L



     David Benner – CA 


10:30 – Mary Jane Outman – L 



       Team 1

December 21


8:30 – Pete Mehravari – L



     Leanne Beutler – CA 


10:30 – Jo Kroger – L



       Team 2

December 24


7:30 p.m. – TBD


11:00 p.m. – TBD



       
   Team 3

December 28


8:30 – Missy Streubel – LC


10:30 – Jason Eklund – L



       Team 1

January 4


8:30 – Jim Tuminella – L



     Jan Levengood – CA


10:30 – Cynthia Outman – L



       Team 5

January 11


8:30 – Michael Hardy – L 



     David Benner – CA


10:30 – Carolyn Davis – L



       Team 3

January 18


8:30 – Missy Streubel – LC


10:30 – Betty Bartling – L



       Team 4

January 25


8:30 – Pete Mehravari – L



     Leanne Beutler – CA


10:30 – Mary Ann Blessing – L



       Team 2


Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 =
Lynn Lefebvre – Captain




Stephanie Rhodes




Carolyn Davis

Floaters/Substitutes – Leanne Beutler





Taylor Cunefare





Jason Eklund

General News and Notes

December Birthdays

1
Stephen Arroyo

3
Jeff Cook

5
Megen Leckband

6
Jason Dick

8
Margaret Holden

9
Katie Lyons

13
Nicole Hoppen

15
Michael Ely

Hui Zhang

18
Connie Holley

19
Robert Solheim
Kathie Kennedy

20
John Nelson

24
Sheree Benner

Marian McCollum

27
Louise Iconis

29
Ree Lionberger
Gene Durrence, Jr.

January Birthdays

2
Peter Phan

6
Nita Helmey

7
Michael Hardy

11
Jamie Combee

12
Mackenzie Lionberger

Alice Adler

13
Nikki Ireton

14
David Parker

Emily Dick

15
Margery Kellar

17
Johnny Levengood

19
Jean Lemonds

Karl Ireton



Ann-Margaret Holden

20
Duncan Shirah

24
Becky Frye
Dot Beaver

25
Alison Durrence

Deaths


On Saturday, 22 November, at Living Grace, we celebrated the life of Margaret Elizabeth McCollum Foster, mother of Cappi Arneson, who passed away on 16 November 2008.
Membership List


To make sure we have everyone’s correct addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses, if you have changed your information in the last year, please send an email to Stephanie Cunefare at sacunefare@hotmail.com
Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

January Newsletter

Because of the holidays and vacation, there will not be a January Newsletter published.  However, the January calendar will be produced and put in the members’ mailboxes.  If you have any events in January that you want to publicize, please submit them to Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com to be placed in the January Sunday bulletins no later than the Thursday at noon before the Sunday submission. 
2008 Church Council

President

Lin Parker


Vice-president
Jason Dick


Secretary

Missy Streubel


Treasurer

Mike Collver


Financial Sec.
Ruth Scott

Council Members:



Dot Beaver



Jim Brinkley



Ruth Cressman



Carolyn Davis



Karen Bramlet



Meredith Collver



Stephanie Cunefare



Chris Keller



Andy Sulek

Living Grace Lutheran Church

Church Council Meeting

Tuesday, November 11, 2008
In attendance:
Dot Beaver, Karen Bramlet, Stephanie Cunefare, Carolyn Davis, Pastor Hardy, Jan Levengood, Lin Parker, Ruth Scott, and Andy Sulek.

Call to Order:
Lin opened the meeting at 7:09 p.m. with prayer.

Minutes:
Not available at this time.

Reports:

· Treasurer’s Report – The mortgage payments were paid out of the operating funds every month except for the summer months and October.  November and December expected to be paid out of the operating funds as well, even though the weekly offering is still down.  We are currently slightly over budget, but are expected to balance out at the end of the year.  The report was accepted as presented.

· Capital Campaign Report – Accepted as information.

· Pastor’s Report – Wedding ceremonies:  Matthew and Jody Hardy (October); Chris and Claire Keller (November 9); and, Stephanie Greer & Joe Rhodes (November 22).  Confirmations:  Nikki Ireton and Marissa Wall (November 2). Letter of Transfer: Holly Anderson from Redeemer (pending).  Baptism: (November 30).  Book of Faith: Successful.  Three sessions are conducted each week.

New Business:

· 2009 Budget Process - Finance Committee met November 5 to review requests of the various committees.  A conservative approach is being taken.  The committee will meet again on December 5 and a proposal will be prepared for consideration at the January 13 Council meeting.

· Nominating Committee – Need to establish a three member Nominating Committee.  Karen Bramlet volunteered.  Lin will ask Sue Benner and Ruth Cressman to serve.  The outgoing members are Jim Brinkley, Ruth Cressman, Jason Dick and Missy Streubel.  Jason and Missy are eligible for re-election and will be solicited.  

· Holiday Special Events – an ad will be placed in Tucker Times.  Salvation Army Bell Ringers: Tuesday, November 25 – volunteers needed. Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service:  Wednesday, November 26 at 7:30 p.m. Book of Faith: No sessions will be conducted during the week of November 23. Healing Service:  Sunday, December 14 immediately following the 10:30 a.m. service. Children’s Christmas Program: Sunday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Christmas Eve Services: Wednesday, December 24 at 7:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

Old Business:

· Health Ministry – The October 25 Health Fair held was successful.

· Long Range Strategy Commission:  Jim Gerke will replace Jim Brinkley in the commission lead role.  Most of the action items have been completed.  Chris Keller established a four-month trial subscription with “Call-Em-All” at a cost of $55.00 per month.  November will be prorated at $36.67.  The Ministry Expo was very successful. 

Dismissal:
The meeting was closed at 8:09 p.m. with The Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by:
Carolyn Nottingham Davis

Church Council

There will be several Council positions coming vacant this year.  Your help is needed.  

If you are willing to have your name placed in nomination or have a recommendation for someone else, we need to hear from you.

Speak to a member of the nominating Committee:  Karen Bramlet, Ruthie Cressman 

or Sue Benner - Contact Person @770.493.4044 or suembenner@yahoo.com.

Graceful Group

Graceful Group (Seniors) will meet Thursday, December 11- 11:30 am.

Program:  Christmas Party with White Elephant exchange. (Bring a wrapped White Elephant gift.)  If you were not at the November meeting please email the following to Alice Adler or put in her mailbox. or phone her :   Something most people don’t know about me is (complete the sentence with a true statement.)  Do not tell anyone else.   It will be used for a special game. 

Lunch:  Our usual potluck (bring a dish to share)

Reservations:  Please call or email JoAnn Durrence at gmdurrence@bellsouth.net or 404-406-8654 by Tuesday, December 9.

Books and magazines:  Bring to trade and share.

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members

Charlie Althafer; Nancy Althafer; Jim Axel; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Jerry Prunty; Linda Tuminella; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Steven Main


Son of Viola Main

Caroline Smith


Friend of Louise Iconis

Fred Reese


Brother of Cate Sulek

Loyd


Friend of Jan Levengood

Helen Cunningham


Mother of Margery Kellar

Michael Nowling


Friend of Linda Tuminella

Geri Tape and Keith Hartmann


Friends of Kathie Kennedy

Marlene


Friend of Kathie Kennedy
Linda Linke


Friend of Living Grace

Craig


Friend of Becky Frye

Bill Axson


Uncle of Michael Bennett

Judy Kissel


Friend of Lin Parker

Kelly


Friend of Margery Kellar

Jim Pierce


Friend of Ruth Scott

Brittony Cain


Friend of Ruth Scott

Tom Frye


Family of Becky Frye

Jennifer Gonyea


Friend of Jason and Virginia Dick

Marietta Sandidge


Mother of Jo Kroger

Chuck Firestone


Brother-in-law of Andy Sulek

Barbara Marsh


Friend of Jan Levengood

Kay Clark


Friend of Connie Holley

David Pekarek


Nephew of John and Agnes Nelson

Time for a financial checkup!

For most people, checkups are a regular part of life. Dental visits, auto maintenance appointments and even glances in the bathroom mirror all help people monitor performance, catch potential problems and assure that all is – or will be – well.  

What’s true of teeth, engines and grooming is also true of finances:  regular checkups are required. Why? Changes both great and small affect the strategies people have developed to achieve their financial goals. Unfortunately, too many people act as though once their financial program is in place their work is done. This isn’t so.

As a general rule, people should review their financial program at least once each year.  Certain life changes – the birth or adoption of a child, a change in marital status (married, divorced, widowed), the death of a family member or changes to one’s health – should serve as reminders that a financial tune-up is in order. 

Other changes in personal economics can also have a huge impact on people’s financial programs. These may include shifts in employment status or salary (e.g. loss of job or a pay cut/freeze), home ownership changes, significant changes in total assets or debt, the receipt of an inheritance, and tax law changes can all make previous plans obsolete.  

It is a rare person who hasn’t been affected in the last 12 months by changes in the economic landscape, yet many people don’t stop to consider how these changes affect their overall financial program.  

How can a person perform a financial checkup? For those with a do-it-yourself mentality, a number of print and electronic resources exist to help them monitor their finances.  However, most people can benefit from the knowledge, experience and insight that financial services professionals offer.  

Qualified financial professionals can help people evaluate their present financial strategies and keep abreast of new laws, regulations, products and economic developments. Even more important, financial professionals can challenge unrealistic assumptions people may have and help them overcome money management’s greatest threat:  procrastination.

To live is to experience change. How and where change will appear is impossible to predict, but a financial checkup is one sure way to make certain a person’s financial objectives – and his or her sense of financial confidence – keep pace with all that occurs.  

Don Goldsmith, FIC, is a Financial Consultant with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans in Snellville. The Goldsmith’s can be reached at 770-982-0420. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a Fortune 500 financial services membership organization helping nearly 3 million members achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities. This column was prepared by Thrivent Financial for use by this representative.

Neither Thrivent Financial for Lutherans nor its respective financial representatives and employees provide legal or tax advice. For complete details, consult with your tax advisor or attorney.

Registered representative for securities offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN, 55415-1665, 1-800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836), a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Member FINRA. Member SIPC.
Health Ministry of Living Grace


As we look towards our celebration of Christmas, many of our hearts are filled with warm memories and eager anticipation.  For persons who have experienced a loss of a loved one, this can be a very difficult time.  This month I would like to share with you ways we can be a comfort to those who are grieving.


Jesus has won victory over suffering and death, yet these are very real and painful experiences for us.  The Bible reminds us that even Jesus cried at  the death of His dear friend Lazarus (John 11:35).  Often we may wonder, “What can I say or do that will be a comfort to a grieving friend?”

Being a Comfort to a Grieving Friend


When a friend is grieving there are several things we can do for/with them.  First, we need to remember that there isn’t a right thing to do or say that will make the pain go away.  We need to be willing to simply be a continuing presence in our friend’s life.  It can be a comfort to just sit quietly.  We can always be willing to listen.  The pain of loss creates a deep and abiding loneliness; this is magnified when those grieving feel separated from others.  Second, we need to take our cues from our friend.  If they need to cry and experience sadness, we need to be able to be with them at this time without trying to “cheer them up.”  If they need reassurance of their worth, we need to be affirming.  When they need to hear words of comfort from our Lord, we need to be able to speak these to them.  Third, we need to remember them in our prayers and let  them know we are praying for them.  May we 

“comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.” (2 Corinthians 1:4).
Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister

We will have a Healing Service after the second service 14 December.  It usually lasts only about ½ hour, so please stay for anointing and prayers.

AseraCare Hospice


AseraCare Hospice is offering a free training program for volunteers to learn to work with patients with a terminal illness and their families.  We are particularly looking for volunteers to assist with patients who reside at Bentley Square Assisted Living and Briarwood Long Term Care Facility.  Both are located on LaVista Road.  Our best volunteers have come from local churches.  Our local team of interdisciplinary professionals reaches out to the patient wherever they may be:  in their home, a nursing facility, a hospital, or community residence.  We see this time of living as an essential time for them in many ways and strive to provide physical, spiritual and emotional comfort to them as they take their last journey.  Please contact Adriana Cuberos, Volunteer Coordinator, at 1-800-974-4677.
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Living Grace Women of the ELCA 

General Meeting 
All women are invited to attend the Women of the Church General Meeting on Saturday, December 6, 2008 at 12:00 Noon at the church.  The Dorcas Circle will be our hostesses providing drinks, desserts and the program.  Please bring the covered dish of your choice and join us!

Sew-N-Sews

This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday December 8th – 10:00 AM to 12:00 AM 

If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program.

Piece Maker’s

The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday December 4th, Thursday December 18th and on Saturday December 13th  - 9:00AM to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  


Prison Ministries

Paperback Books …Paperback Books!

Judy Knapp of Rock of Ages, Stone Mountain, is the Clinical Chaplin at Pulaski State  Women's Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  One way she has suggested we can help with this ministry is to collect and donate used paperback books to help stock prison libraries.

Providing a wide range of reading materials ensures that more women will find an interest in reading and, in many cases, will improve reading abilities never before tapped.

We have had a great response so far, please keep this ministry in your thoughts and prayers!

Remember, paperback books only, no hard cover books or magazines, please!

Your donations can be placed in the           designated box in the Narthex.   

Samaritan's Purse

Operation Christmas Child

Once again this year, Miriam Circle Members prepared shoe boxes for this international outreach program which provides Christmas presents to children around the world, many of whom have never received a gift of any kind.  Thanks to Cathy Shirah, the Youth Sunday School Class for their help in assembling boxes and all members of the congregation who donated funds to help defray the shipping costs of the boxes.

Agnes Nelson and Sue Benner delivered a  total of 39 boxes to the distribution center warehouse on Tuesday November 25th.

Outreach Committee

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for  Homeless Women

Thanks to all who volunteered and served at the shelter during its opening week of November 10th through November 16th.

David and Lin Parker  
     Jan Levengood

Joanne Durrence
                 Kellar Family Missy Streubel 

     Laurel Gunnels Betty Bartling


     Ruth Scott

Sue and David Benner
As of this writing, we still need volunteers for four nights during the week of Sunday January 11th through Saturday January 17th.

Why not check the display in the narthex and sign up for one of the nights needing volunteers?  

Consider giving one night of your time as a gift to those who need our help to be able to spend a night in a safe and secure environment.  Without willing volunteers, these women would have to spend the night on the streets, never peacefully sleeping and constantly on their alert for danger.

Questions? Call Sue or David Benner @ 770.493.4044 or @ dobenner@yahoo.com.  
NETWorks

The NETWorks Community Ministry has received a grant allowing an expansion of operating hours.  Operating hours are 11:00 AM - 2:00 pm on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  The office is located at the Lawrenceville United Methodist Church.  Please consider volunteering to help those in need.  Contact Sue Benner @770.493.4044 or            @suembenner@yahoo.com.

Thanks to all who have so generously donated food items to the food pantry. The need continues for donations. You may place your non-perishable food items in the designated box in the Narthex.  As our economy continues to struggle, more and more families are in need of food.  Our donations are critically needed.


Heifer Sunday

The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.  December 21st and Sunday January 18th will be the next designated dates for donations.

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who        receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need.  Special envelopes are provided on these   designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  

Salvation Army Bell Ringers

Sincere thanks to David Parker for coordinating Living Grace's second year of participation in this program of the Salvation Army.  Thanks also to those who gave of their time and       energies to ensure the success of our       commitment. 

HOPE Lodge

Phyllis Prunty and her group of volunteers served dinner to 45 cancer patients, caregivers and staff at the HOPE Lodge facility of Emory University's Cancer Treatment program.  The meal and fellowship was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Angel Tree for Foster Parents

Again this year we will participate with other Lutheran churches to provide gas cards to help defray the travel expenses of foster     parents, who are the backbone of the success of the Lutheran Services of Georgia Foster Care Program.

Please take one of the "Angel" envelopes from the tree in the Narthex; make a cash donation or make out your check to Living Grace       Lutheran Church  and place the envelope in the offering plate.  This year there are 120 foster parents in the program that need your help.
Parish Education/Youth
No Ordinary Night

A Christmas musical adventure

story by Eleanor Miller

music by Roland A. Caire, Jr.
Please come join us for this new and exciting Christmas program being presented by our children and youth.

Date:  Sunday, 14 December

Time:  7:00 p.m.

Where:  Living Grace’s Fellowship Hall
Stewardship

(Thoughts in the middle of Finance Committee Budget)
Some unknown person put a booklet entitled “The Giving Catalog of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America” in my church mailbox.  Of course, I had already received this booklet in the mail at home.  Given not one, but two subtle suggestions to read this document, I thought perhaps I should pay attention.  This booklet lists the many ways we can exercise stewardship and solicits our contributions to the larger world in need, including supporting visionary leadership, combating hunger, responding to disaster, sharing the gospel, and supporting mission.  The overall theme of the booklet is

“love is a gift..share it with others.”
As I paged through the booklet, my mind wandered to the ongoing world financial crisis, as well as to our future and to our responsibility at Living Grace.   On the page concerning the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, the following small quotation stood out in large print:

“God’s math doesn’t add up–-it multiplies.”
In November, the Finance Committee held the first of several meetings to begin to prepare the 2009 budget for Living Grace Lutheran Church. Please pray for us as we strive to develop a viable budget.  Although most of us have served on this committee for several years, we have not faced a challenge such as the financial uncertainty our nation must survive in the coming year.  Challenges always bring opportunities, or so we have been told.  

So, while we cannot solve the world financial crisis, we can try to manage our own lives with God’s help and guidance.  As we gratefully accept and willingly share God’s love, may we look for opportunities to support our budget, and may we always trust God’s math.  

In His Service, 

Shirley Arroyo

Stewardship Committee

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

The Advent Wreath


Martin Luther had a number of ideas for things that people could do at home to teach the catechism to their children.  He certainly didn’t invent the wreath itself, because that goes back to ancient Roman times, and probably even earlier.  People used wreaths as an Advent decoration long before Luther, but Luther may have used the wreath as a Christian-education device and thus popularized it.  I suspect he had a hand in it because the Advent wreath in its present form stated in Germany as a Lutheran family custom.  Since Advent wreaths were originally used in the home, most of the ones you find for sale are small.  They didn’t become popular in churches until the middle of the twentieth century.  Now they are nearly universal.


This year, in the 10:30 a.m. worship service, we will be lighting the Advent wreath using the Advent hymn, “Come Now, O Prince of Peace.”  A cantor will sing the verse(s) first and then invite the assembly to join in to sing the verse(s) as a hymn of call and response.  During the singing of this hymn, Melody Ireton will be incorporating liturgical dance to light the candles on the wreath.

Each candle on the wreath has a meaning.


First Sunday of Advent – First Candle


Meaning:
Hope


Second Sunday of Advent – Second Candle


Meaning:
Love


Third Sunday of Advent – Third Candle


Meaning:
Joy


Fourth Sunday of Advent – Fourth Candle


Meaning:
Peace


The bulletins for each Sunday will have the candle meaning along with a scripture reading and prayer that can be used in your home devotions with your Advent Wreath.



Christmas Songs

Have you ever wondered how some of the Christmas hymns and songs we have learned to love throughout the years ever came to be?  


Did you ever wonder about, take for instance, “Sweet Little Jesus Boy?”  Out of the thousands of Negro spirituals written and sung by slaves in the centuries before the Civil War, a scant few survive.  Composed by men and women who could neither read nor write, most songs were passed down orally from one generation to the next.  Though occasionally appreciated by the whites of the colonial era, these African-American religious folk songs were not published.  Often the only way the songs left the plantation where they were written was when a man or woman who knew the number was sold and moved to another location.  So while songs like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” and “Good Old Gospel Ship” are incredibly moving and powerful musical testimonies of deep suffering and boundless faith, the spirituals which have been forever lost probably offered even greater inspiration and a deep insight in the lives of the first black American.


For slaves simply celebrating the birth of Christ was not enough, they had to know the rest of the story so that they could look to something beyond the bonds of slavery.  To them, heaven and the freedom it would bring were the ultimate Christmas gifts.  In a scant two verses and a chorus of “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” fulfills the urgent need.  The carol tells the story of Jesus being born, living as a model for all people, laying down his life for the salvation of all men, and then rising to join his Father in heaven.  First sung in a field by a slave, “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” not only offers an insightful look at the first Christmas but presents the true impact salvation can have on even those in the most hopeless of situations.

(More Stories Behind the Best-Love Songs of Christmas by Ace Collins)
Living Grace’s Concert Series


We have confirmed our two final concerts for the 2008-2009 concert series.  Both these concerts will be free to the public, although we will have a free-will offering at the door after the concerts. 

· Matthew Beckler – concert solo performer, several CD’s published – Saturday, 7 February 2009, at 7:00 p.m.

· Duet Organ Recital – performers, Philip Newton (former Living Grace church musician) and Dr. Robert Wolfersteig (well-known organist and Philip’s teacher), Sunday, 26 April 2009, at 4:00 p.m.

If you wish to donate money to the music fund to help augment the costs of these concerts, please make your check payable to Living Grace Lutheran Church and mark it for “music fund.”


For more information, you may contact, Leanne Beutler, Chair of Worship and Music.

Poinsettias


We will be selling poinsettias again this year to decorate our Sanctuary and Altar for Christmas Eve Services.  The cost will be $10.00.  Sundays to purchase the poinsettias will be 7, 14 and 21 December.
Special Days in December/January

1 December

Andrew, Apostle

24 December

Christmas Eve

25 December

Christmas Day

26 December

Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

27 December

John, Apostle and Evangelist

29 December

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
1 January

Name of Jesus

6 January

Epiphany of Our Lord

11 January

Baptism of Our Lord

19 January

Confession of Peter

26 January

Conversion of Paul
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LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!
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