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April 2009 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday – Sunday, 5 April – 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. worship services

Procession of the Palms (outside, weather permitting) at the 10:30 a.m. worship service

Maundy Thursday – Thursday, 9 April – 7:30 p.m. worship service with the Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday – Friday, 10 April – 7:30 p.m.

Easter Vigil – Saturday, 11 April – 7:30 p.m.

The Resurrection of Our Lord – Sunday, 12 April

Sunrise Service (outside, weather permitting) at 7:00 a.m. – Worship Service with Holy Communion lead by the “Spirits”

Holy Communion – 8:30 a.m.

Easter Breakfast – 9:30 a.m.

Festival Service with Holy Communion – 10:30 a.m.
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Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of April

Ushers

April 5


8:30 – Michael Hardy


10:30 – Merrill and JoAnn Durrence

April 12


8:30 – David Benner/Jim Tuminella


10:30 – John and Agnes Nelson

April 19


8:30 – Keith Siekierski


10:30 – Chip Combee/Jason Dick

April 26


8:30 – Jim Tuminella


10:30 – Cate Sulek/Walter Sobers

Acolytes

April 5 – Erin Cunefare

April 12 – Cynthia Outman

April 19 – Deji (Michael) Akamo

April 26 – Nikki Ireton

Counters

April 5 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

April 12 – John and Margaret Holden

April 19 – Leanne Beutler

April 26 – Gene and Susan Durrence

Altar Flowers

April 5 – Lydia Jones

April 12 – Stan Gere

April 19 – The Parkers

April 26 – Missy Streubel

Greeters

April 5 – Gail Horton/Viola Main

April 12 – The Cressmans

April 19 – Doris McGreevy/Mary Ann Blessing

April 26 – Christine Chappell


Service Assistants

April 5


8:30 – Michael Hardy – L



     David Benner – CA


10:30 – Stephie Cunefare – L 



       Team 3

April 9 – Maundy Thursday


7:30 p.m. – Margery Kellar – L




 Team 4

April 11 – The Vigil of Easter

7:30 p.m. – Various Lectors




  Team 5

April 12


8:30 – Missy Streubel - LCA


10:30 – Lynn Lefebvre – L 



       Team 1

April 19


8:30 – Pete Mehravari – L 



     Leanne Beutler – CA 

10:30 – Jim Outman – L 



       Team 2

April 26


8:30 – Jim Tuminella – L 



     Jan Levengood – CA


10:30 – Agnes Nelson – L 



       Team 3

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 =
Lynn Lefebvre – Captain




Stephanie Rhodes




Carolyn Davis

Floaters/Substitutes – Leanne Beutler; Taylor Cunefare; and Jason Eklund

General News and Notes

April Birthdays

1
Pat Searing

Jeff Cox

3
Mary Boyd

4
Stephanie Cunefare

5
Chip Combee

10
Stanley Gere

11
Andy Sulek

14
Stella Hurst

16
Clyde Carlson

Cindy Nelson

19
Lin Parker

23
Ruth Cressman

24
Marlene Hardy
Jake Melchionda


Renee Reschenthaler

25
Lydia Jones

26
Steve Nelson

27
Jason Axel

28
Patti Axel

29
Jo Ann Durrence
Sarah Lyons


Claire Shepherd

Deaths

Pat Conley was called to her eternal home on Tuesday, 24 March.  The memorial service was at Living Grace on Saturday, 28 March, at 2:00 p.m.
New Members

In the month of March, we welcomed into our Living Grace family the following:


Timothy Albrecht


Tamara Albrecht


Esther Albrecht


Gail Horton


Bobby Smith

Newsletter Articles

To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Distribution

As we all carefully look at our income and expenses at home, we are also looking at our income and expenses of the church.  One expense that most people may not think of is the expense of the printing and distribution of the monthly newsletter.

An average newsletter is 12 pages.  For each page it costs 9 cents per page.  We print for each member and extras for visitors, 190 newsletters.  So printing alone is $205.20.  It takes 2 reams of paper at 12.00 each, total $24.00.  It takes 3 hours to print the pages and another hour to collate.  Fortunately, you have volunteers that print and collate the newsletter every month.

Thinking of how we can be good stewards of our resources, we have noticed from collecting the information, that most of our members have email addresses.  This would be a cost savings for the church, if we would email the newsletter to our members.  We would continue to print the newsletters for our visitors and those who do not have emails, but the cost would go down not to mention the time of the volunteers which could be doing something else for the church.

So, for the next two months, if you wish to receive your newsletter via email, please inform Stephanie Cunefare, sacunefare@hotmail.com or Leanne Beutler, Lbeutler@aol.com.  We would hope to start sending electronic newsletters by June 2009.

Council Officers and Members

 2009

Here are your council officers and members for year 2009.  Pray for them to have wisdom and understanding as they make decisions and lead our ministries as we love and serve the Lord.

Lin Parker
President

Margery Kellar
Vice President

Missy Streubel
Secretary

Mike Collver
 Treasurer

Ruth Scott
 Financial Secretary

Members

Karen Bramlet

Carolyn Davis

Dot Beaver

Mike Ely

Jerry Chappell

Chris Kellar

Meredith Collver

Andy Sulek

Stephanie Cunefare

Welcome to new members of Living Grace

To get to know our new members of our family, Phyllis Prunty will be interviewing our recently new members and give a little news about them in the newsletters.  Here is Phyllis’s first interview:
Gail Horton

3822 Leander Court

Tucker, Ga.30084

770-493-6315

Gail moved here from Pennsylvania.  She was the former owner of Electrical Wiring Harness Mfg.  Sold the business and worked for owners for 10 years.  Moved to Atlanta to be near her family.  She has joined the Dorcas Circle.

Graceful Group

Thursday, April 9, 2009 

Arrive:    11:30 – 12:00

Lunch:    12:00 – Potluck – bring a dish to share

Program:  Bill Rumble, Thrivent Representative

Bill is Sue and David Benner’s son-in-law.  (Rumor has it that he was hand picked by Sue when she introduced him to their daughter.  A pretty good recommendation.)

As Lutherans, we all need to be informed about the benefits of Thrivent, a financial institution for Lutherans.  Bill will share information with us which may be helpful in the current economy. 

He will explain the benefits of membership, who is Thrivent, what they do, the full financial services available, and talk about possible current investment strategies.  Bring your questions.  

Reservations:  Call or email JoAnn Durrence at 404-633-1833 or gmdurrence@bellsouth.net
Book and Magazine Exchange:  bring to share.  Books you read may be brought back for someone else to enjoy.

Leftover magazines will be recycled to DeKalb County.

Help:  If you can volunteer to help set up or clean up, it would be most appreciated.  Please call Jo Ann Durrence  (see above info) or Alice Adler- 404-296-7288  or alicerhodes357@mindspring.com. 

Mark your calendar now for the May 14 meeting—Horizon Theatre’s Senior Ensemble will return with three new plays for our entertainment.  Please invite friends for this special program.

Needed

Mentally-challenged woman is in great need of clothing items. She wears a size 20 or 2X. Please give me the items, and I will pass them on to her. If you would like, you may leave the items in the Pre-K/ K Sunday school classroom.

Stephanie Rhodes

Finance Committee

The Finance Committee will be meeting on Wednesday, 1 April at 7:00 p.m., at Living Grace.  If you have any questions, please contact Pat Stowers.
Guidelines for Prayer Requests

Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members

Tamara Albrecht; Nancy Althafer; Jim Axel; Bill Conley; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Wanda Meese; Lloyd Meese; Jerry Prunty; and Linda Tuminella

Family and Friends

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Steven Main


Son of Viola Main

Fred Reese


Brother of Cate Sulek

Loyd


Friend of Jan Levengood

Helen Cunningham


Mother of Margery Kellar

Michael Nowling


Friend of Linda Tuminella

Geri Tape and Keith Hartmann


Friends of Kathie Kennedy

Marlene


Friend of Kathie Kennedy

Anne Cressman


Mother of Marlene Hardy

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Kay Clark


Friend of Connie Holley

Linda Linke


Friend of Living Grace

Craig


Friend of Becky Frye


Judy Kissel


Friend of Lin Parker

Kelly


Friend of Margery Kellar

Jim Pierce


Friend of Ruth Scott

Ursula Booch


Friend of Connie Holley
Brittony Cain


Friend of Ruth Scott

Tom Frye


Family of Becky Frye

Jennifer Gonyea


Friend of Jason and Virginia Dick

Marietta Sandidge


Mother of Jo Kroger

Chuck Firestone


Brother-in-law of Andy Sulek

Barbara Marsh


Friend of Jan Levengood

Gary Kart


Friend of John and Agnes Nelson

Ann Bowers


Mother of Harold Bowers

Evelyn Woosley


Friend of Living Grace

Health Ministry of Living Grace

Greetings in the name of our victorious Redeemer!  April can be a month of contrasts, with the weather, as well as both the grief of Holy Week and the victory of Easter.  April is also observed as cancer control month.

Cancer continues to be the second leading cause of death in our country.  In fact, there has been an increase in the death rate for people diagnosed with cancer of the respiratory system, breast, colon, pancreas and bladder.

We may wonder what we can do to reduce our risk of cancer.  The following suggestions are taken from the American Cancer Society’s brochure “Taking Control.”

Activities to protect you from cancer

· Eat more cabbage family vegetables

· Add more high fiber food to your diet

· Choose foods with Vitamin A

· Choose foods with vitamin C

· Control your weight

Activities to reduce your cancer risk

· Trim fat from your diet

· Avoid salt-cured, smoked and nitrite-cured foods

· Stop smoking

· If you drink alcohol, do so in moderation

· Respect the sun’s rays

In general, we can protect ourselves from cancer by eating a healthy diet.  The cabbage family vegetables (broccoli, cauliflower, brussel sprouts, cabbage and kale) seem to protect against stomach, colorectal and respiratory cancers.  High fiber foods (whole grains, fruits and vegetables) may protect against colon cancer.  Foods rich in vitamin A (carrots, peaches, apricots, squash and broccoli) protect against cancer of the esophagus, larynx and lung, while foods high in vitamin C (grapefruit, cantaloupe, oranges, strawberries, red and green peppers, broccoli and tomatoes) protect against cancer of the esophagus and stomach.  Maintaining a normal weight can protect you from cancer of the uterus, gallbladder, breast and colon.
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There are several things we can do to reduce our cancer risk for cancer of the breast, colon, prostate, esophagus and stomach by eating a diet that avoids fat and cured meats.  Smoking remains in the biggest cancer risk factor.  Smokers who quit will reduce their cancer risk.  Heavy alcohol use has been associated with cancer of the liver.  Too much time in the sun (especially between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.) causes skin cancer.  You can protect yourself from the sun by using a sunscreen with a factor of at least 15.
Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister
If anyone would like to take a trip to the Hindu Temple in Lilburn, we will set a date and take the bus over for a tour.  Let me know if you are interested.

There will be a Health Ministry meeting on Saturday, 11 April, 10:00 a.m., at the church.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Cluster Meeting 

Leven Cluster meeting will be held on Saturday April 18th at St. James Lutheran Church registration and continental breakfast will begin at 9:00 AM.  Women of Living Grace will provide decorations.  

Theme of the meeting is "In One Spirit".  Details of the event are on the flyer included with this newsletter.

Sew-N-Sews

This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday April 19th – 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. 

(If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program. Forty-four families received layettes in 2008.

Church Women United

On Friday, April 3rd Church Women United will hold their Open Board Meeting at Briarcliff United Methodist Church at 9:30 AM.

You may contact Sue Benner @ 770.493.4044 or Vi Main @ 770.938.0896 for further information and details.

Living Grace Lutheran Church will host the Church Women United May Friendship Day on Friday May 1st.  Registration is at 10:30 AM Worship Service at 11:00 AM.  Lunch will be served at 12:15 PM.  

Cost for lunch will be $6.00.  


Piece Maker’s

The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday April 2nd, Thursday April 23rd and on Saturday April 11th  - 9:00AM to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

Outreach Committee

Shearith Israel Night Shelter

Sunday, May 3, 2009 at 2:00 PM

The Shearith Israel Night Shelter for Homeless Women wants to say thank you to the hundreds of volunteers who have helped out at the Shelter for the past 25 years. Shelter and synagogue volunteers are planning an event to celebrate the Shelter’s founders and volunteers that will be held on Sunday, May 3, 2009 at 2:00 PM at Congregation Shearith Israel.  
There will be a special video presentation of the history of the Shelter, all who have volunteered at the shelter will be recognized at the celebration.  A keepsake booklet of memories will be distributed to all who attend.

As part of the celebration they are looking for stories from volunteers, past and present, stories of bringing children to help serve meals, of talking with the women and learning about their lives, of making a difference in their futures.  There is a special email address for volunteers to get in touch with the Shelter and to share their special stories:   shelter.memories@gmail.com. Volunteers who have a story to share should send an email or call Shelley Alperin, info@sishelter.org; 404.724.0078.



The Shearith Israel Night Shelter, founded in 1983, was the first women’s shelter in the city of Atlanta, and was the first homeless shelter in the United States to be in a synagogue. The Shelter was founded under the leadership of volunteers Helen and Frank Spiegel. The Shelter is open to women of all races, religions and backgrounds. 

Over the past 25 years, the Shelter has served nearly 1,000 women in transition and  over 100 members and friends of Living Grace have volunteered their services at the shelter. 

Please share you memories with us, come to the celebration, and then join us for the complimentary dessert reception which will follow the festivities!

NETWorks

Thanks to all who have so generously donated food items to the food pantry. The need continues for donations. You may place your non-perishable food items in the designated box in the Narthex.  As our economy continues to struggle, more and more families are in need of food.  Our donations are critically needed.

Heifer Sunday

April 19th will be the next designated date for donations. The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.   

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need. 
Special envelopes are provided on these   designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  
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Prison Ministries

Paperback Books …Paperback Books!

Judy Knapp of Rock of Ages, Stone Mountain, is the Clinical Chaplin at Pulaski State  Women's Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  One way she has suggested we can help with this ministry is to collect and donate used paperback books to help stock prison libraries.

Providing a wide range of reading materials ensures that more women will find an interest in reading and, in many cases, will improve reading abilities never before tapped.

We have had a great response so far, please keep this ministry in your thoughts and prayers!

Remember, paperback books only, no hard cover books or magazines, please!

Your donations can be placed in the           designated box in the Narthex.   

Parish Education/Youth

April showers bring May flowers. April is showered with lots of fun activities for the children and youth of Living Grace.

EASTER EGG HUNT, The Easter Egg Hunt will be our BIG spring time event.  Children and youth of all ages, as well as the neighborhood children, are invited. The event will be April 11, 11 am-2 pm. The youth will come early (10 am) and assist with preparations for the young children. Then, they have their own celebration as well.  A light lunch will be provided. The event is being hosted by the Naomi Circle. Storytelling, games and crafts are part of the celebration! Please join us for this exciting event!

Donations needed:  Plastic Easter eggs and wrapped candy (not chocolate – it melts in the eggs)

YOUTH LITURGICAL DANCE, Easter Vigil Service, April 11, 7:30 p.m. All youth are invited to participate.  This is a serious dance requiring reverence on the part of participants. Please see Leanne Beutler if you are interested, and she will contact you about rehearsals.

SPRING SERVICE PROJECT, Saturday, April 18, 9 am-NOON at the ATL Community Food Bank.  A BIG thank you to Robby Johnson, Youth Director at St. John Lutheran, for inviting our youth to accompany their youth group.   Space is limited, and we must have a count ahead of time, so please RSVP to Cathy Shirah or Stephanie Rhodes ASAP. Lunch will be following the event, probably at the Varsity.

YOUTH LOCK-IN, The evening of April 18.  Popcorn, games, movies, and sleep?  Each youth member may bring one friend.  Permission slips will be given out and returned to Cathy or Stephanie R.  Please RSVP. Also, we are looking for a church member who would lend us a projector.  We would like to watch DVDs projected onto a wall.

COLLECTION OF GALLON WATER JUGS/MILK JUGS:

Clean, empty, screw-top Jugs are being collected in the youth Sunday school class, (the far cubicle in the Fellowship Hall) in the big, cardboard "inn" box. One hundred and fifty jugs are needed to empty the 400-gallon baptismal pool by June. They will be used to water the sod next to the playground.  This is a free, environmentally-friendly, and painless way for the youth to help Dot Beaver maintain the lovely new grass.

MORE DATES TO KEEP IN MIND:

May 2, Thrivent Project, Unloading food (onions) trucks,

July 12-18, Youth Mission Trip,

July 27-Aug. 1 or Aug. 3-7, Vacation Bible School

IDEAS FOR MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISING:

Rummage sale in May, pasta dinner, making and selling t-shirts, Donation incentives, Chick-fil-a night, etc.

IDEAS FOR FUTURE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:

Bowling, laser tag, indoor rock climbing and roller skating. Youth; we want to hear your thoughts!

Thank you for all of your interest in the future of Living Grace! The children and youth of this congregation appreciate it.

God's Peace,

Cathy Shirah and Stephanie Rhodes

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

The Three Days

Maundy Thursday

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one another.  As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially the poor and the unloved.  At the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’ sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world.

Good Friday

At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns from the cross.  The ancient title for this day–––the triumph of the cross–––reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of life.  In the ancient bidding prayer we offer petitions for all the world for whom Christ died.  The liturgy culminates in the Easter Vigil.

The Vigil of Easter

This is the night!  This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from death to life.  This is the heart of our celebration of the Three Days and the pinnacle of the church’s year.  The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign, and we gather around a pillar of fire, hear ancient stories of our faith, welcome new sisters and brothers at the font, and share the food and drink of the promised land.  Raised with Christ, we go forth into the world, aflame with the good news of the resurrection.
Living Grace’s Concert Series

The Duet Organ Recital on Sunday, 26 April, at 2:00 p.m. will be our last in our inaugural concert series.  Artists are Philip Newton, (former Living Grace church musician) and Dr. Robert Wolfersteig (well-known organist and Philip’s teacher).  They will be playing the pipe organ, piano and harpsichord.  Here is information on our artists.

Philip Newton

Philip Newton is in his fourth year as Director of Music Ministries at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Signal Mountain, Tennessee.  He holds degrees from Georgia College and State University, the University of Chicago, Teachers College, Columbia University, and Emory University.  He has worked for United Methodist, Presbyterian, and Lutheran churches, and serves as the American Guild of Organists’ District Convener for Tennessee. He holds the Service Playing and Colleague certificates from the American Guild of Organists, and is also a member of the Presbyterian Association of Musicians and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternity.

Dr. Robert Wolfersteig

Robert F. Wolfersteig, Professor Emeritus of Music, previously taught at Georgia College and State University in Milledgeville, GA. He studied at the College-Conservatory of Music in Cincinnati, OH, Westminster Choir College in Princeton, NJ, and finished his Music Doctorate at Indiana University in Bloomington, IN. Dr. Wolfersteig won the National Organ-Playing Contest, in Ft. Wayne, IN, and was the recipient of a Fulbright Study Grant at the Hochschule fur Musik in Berlin, Germany, where he studied with Michael Schneider. Other teachers have included Parvin Titus, Alexander McCurdy and Oswald Ragatz.  He also served as Chaplain’s Assistant in the US Navy during the Korean Conflict.

Professor Emeritus from Georgia College and State University from 1965-1990, he served as Music Department Chair , then Professor. Dr. Wolfersteig holds memberships in Pi Kappa Lambda, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternity, American Theatre Organ Society, the American Guild of Organists, where he was on the Atlanta faculty for all sessions of Pipe Organ Encounters. 

Recitals have taken him to Bermuda, Brazil, Germany and the U.S.  He was guest soloist with the Macon Symphony Orchestra. In 1995 Dr. Wolfersteig toured Southeast Asia, where he performed in the Hong Kong Cultural Center, Hong Kong Baptist University and the Cathedral of St. John. Dr. Wolfersteig and his wife, Eloise did a series of joint recitals in both of New Zealand's islands. He has served as musical director for several local Community Theatre productions, teaches piano and organ in his studio, Dr. Wolfersteig is an adjunct Instuctor of Music in Tri-County Community College, in Murphy, NC, where he was the recipient of an “Excellence in Teaching” Award. He has conducted five organ crawls in NC, TN and GA for Young Harris College’s Institute for Continued Learning. 

Having been employed as a church musician for 66 years, Dr. Wolfersteig served Milledgeville’s First Presbyterian, and  St Stephens Episcopal Churches, Hope Lutheran also called him during his twenty-six years in Milledgeville. From 1988 and upon retirement in 1990 he served St. Andrew in the Mountains Lutheran Church in Andrews, NC as Organist. Dr. Wolfersteig was Music Director at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Blairsville, GA from 1998-2007. He is presently organist of St. James Episcopal Church in Clayton, GA
Handbell Choir Rehearsals

The Handbell Choir will have a rehearsal Sunday, 19 April, at 12:30 p.m. 

Special Days in April

5 April

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday

9 April

Maundy Thursday

10 April

Good Friday

11 April

The Vigil of Easter

12 April

The Resurrection of Our Lord

25 April

Mark, Evangelist
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Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!













11

