[image: image1.png]MMMMMMMMMM





[image: image2.wmf]iving [image: image3.wmf]race [image: image4.wmf]otes
October 2006 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  ww.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

On Sunday, October 29, formal dedication of the organ will take place at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  Pastor Hardy and Ken Sass will be joined by former church musician, Philip Newton, in a service that will include dedicatory liturgy, and feature an abundance of music to showcase the beautiful instrument that is ours.  This comes as the culmination of a project several years in the making, concurrent with plans for the new church building.  The organ, as it stood in St. Matthew's Chapel, was built by the Schantz Organ Company of Orville, OH, as an instrument of 2 manuals and pedal controlling 9 ranks of pipes.  It was removed in November, 2005 and taken to the facilities of Parkey OrganBuilders to begin its rebirth.  During its stay there, the existing console was refurbished and updated with new solid-state circuitry.  Most of the existing pipework was retained, cleaned, and voiced to be used in the "new" organ.  10 new ranks were added, further expanded with 2 ranks donated by Phil Parkey, as well as the chimes retained from the Möller organ in St. Michael's Chapel.  An organ chamber and custom case work were built according to plan, along with all-important attention to the acoustics of the new sanctuary, to assure both the aural and visual beauty of the instrument.  The result is that which we see and hear today, Parkey OrganBuilders Opus. 5, 2 manuals, 21 ranks, and 47 stops, successfully designed and installed to the Glory of God.  Its new versatility for the organist, and its ability to lead the singing of the congregation, accompany the choir, and perform the great organ literature, will be ours to enjoy and inspire for years to come.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER

Sunday 26, Time after Pentecost, 1 October

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Sunday 27, Time after Pentecost, 8 October

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Sunday 28, Time after Pentecost, 15 October

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Sunday 29, Time after Pentecost, 22 October

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Reformation Sunday, 29 October

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

You are cordially invited to the 

Organ Dedication Service  at Living Grace Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road, Tucker, GA

Sunday, 29 October 2006 – 3:00 p.m.
featuring Organists

Dr. Kenneth Sass – Director of Music/Organist

Living Grace Lutheran Church

and

Philip Newton, C.A.G.O. – Director of Music Ministries

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church – Signal Mountain, TN
Reception following the service 

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

October Birthdays

4
Emilie Fillon

6
Susan Brinkley

7
Matthew Hardy

12
Darrell Simmons

14
Jerry Prunty

16
Mary Carlson

18
Olivia Durrence

19
Isabelle Balsavage

21
Adam Kellar

23
Oak Lionberger

31
Jim Axel

Change of Address


Michael Ely, 2360 Saddlesprings Drive, Alpharetta, GA 30004, 770/475-4370, michaelely@bellsoutn.net.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through 31 August 2006 was $168,704.93.  For the same period in 2005 we had received $178,245.24.  We are currently running approximately 5.7% less in 2006 than we received in 2005.  Our budgeted income for the first eight months of 2006 is $231.506.00. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

Budget Call


The committees’ budgets for 2007 are due to the Finance Committee on 5 November 2006.  The Finance Committee will review the budget submissions on 9 November 2006.  Please submit your budgets to Pat Stowers.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pat Stowers or Jim Brinkley.

Trees to Beautify Living Grace


For the past couple of Sundays you have noticed a bulletin board with samples of various trees.  The trees are to be planted around the grounds of Living Grace.  To help with the purchase of these trees, you can make a donation in honor or in memory of loved ones.  For more information, please contact Dot Beaver.  The types of trees are as follows:

· Kwanzar Flowering Cherry Tree

· Old Glory Maples

· Crepe Myrtle – all colors

· Dogwoods – all colors

· Japanese Maples

Thank You


Thank you to all who helped with the planting of the Labyrinth.  The Labyrinth is used for meditation and prayer.  Please feel free to use this area at any time.

Dot Beaver

Senior Social Group


For the 12 October meeting, they will have a potluck lunch.  Some of the group will carpool to the Atlanta Botanical Gardens.  The current exhibition at the Botanical Gardens, “Niki in the Garden” is the world’s largest exhibition of Niki de Saint Phalle’s outdoor sculptures ever presented.  The sculptures in this exhibition have traveled to Atlanta from Switzerland, Germany, France, and the west coast of the United States.  Installation of the sculptures took approximately two weeks and required specialized equipment, including a stationary crane to place the eight-ton LaCabeza.


Reservations for the lunch and trip can be made by contacting Matt and Alice at 404/296-7288 or alicerhodes357@mindspring.com.  Group rate for this trip is $8.00 per person.


Schedule of events for November are as follows:

· 9 November – the Horizon Theatre Senior ensemble will perform two short plays.

· 12 November – trip is planned to The Center for Puppetry Arts at 3:00  p.m., “Charlotte’s Web.”


For more information on these events and the group, please contact Matt and Alice Adler at the above number or email.

Something to Think About


Chances are there are projects around the house that may need to be done, the new light fixture in the dining room, or what about that squeaking door.  If there is, give Franklin Benner a call.  Over the phone he may be able to help figure out what he can do for you, everything from a doorknob to a new deck.  Just give Franklin a call at 678/920-1167

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.
Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Cynthia Outman; Jerry Prunty; Joan “Jo” Richards; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Marian Seckinger


JoAnn Durrence’s sister

Marilyn Voorhees


Sister of Jerry Prunty

Lee Voorhees


Brother-in-law of Jerry Prunty

Barbara Tate


Sister of Norma Mackenzie

Helen Cunningham


Mother of Margery Kellar

Joy Balser


Sister of Margery Kellar

Elda Patrick


Godmother of Margery Kellar

Anna Newman and Sherry Buchanan


Friends of Margery Kellar

Carla Basile


Sister-in-law of Peggy Levengood

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Bill Holley


Friend of Jan Levengood

Lori Murphy



Friend of Jan Levengood

Joy Pressley


Friend of Leanne Beutler

Jim Lively


Friend of Leanne Beutler

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Judy Kissell


Mother-in-law of Matthew Parker

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS FOR OCTOBER

PARISH NURSE

Each Tuesday and Friday, 10-2

S.M.I.L.E. GROUP

Saturday, 7 October, at 12 noon

SEW ’N SEWS

Monday, 9 October, at 10:00 a.m., at the church

QUILTING GROUP

Second Saturdays and Fourth Thursdays, at 9:00 a.m., at St. James Lutheran Church

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

“SPIRITS’

Thursdays, 7:00 – 7:45 p.m.

JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS

Sundays, 12 noon – 12:30 p.m.

WELCA

Dorcas Circle, Tuesday, 3 October, at 10 a.m.

Miriam Circle, Saturday, 28 October, at 10 a.m.

PARISH EDUCATION

Teacher Training, Saturday, 14 October, 10 a.m. – 12 noon

Parish Education Committee Meeting, Saturday, 14 October, 12:00 noon – 1:30 p.m.

HEALTH FAIR

28 October, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

ORGAN DEDICATION SERVICE

Sunday, 29 October, at 3:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR 

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER

 22 OCTOBER 2006

Health Ministry of Living Grace

Worship in Pink Weekend


This past weekend including Sunday, 1 October, was designated as “Worship in Pink Weekend” from the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.  This foundation was established in 1982 by Nancy Brinker to honor the memory of her sister, Susan G. Komen, who died from breast cancer at age 36.  Credited as the leading catalyst in the fight against breast cancer, the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation and its Affiliates continue to lead the fight against this disease.  The Komen Foundation has more than 75,000 volunteers working through a network of 119 U.S. and international Affiliates, making it one of the most progressive grassroots organizations in breast cancer today.


After the services on 1 October, breast cancer educational material was handed out to all women.  Once you have read this material, please pass along these life-saving messages to a friend or family member.  Together we can help eradicate breast cancer as a life-threatening disease.  If you are interested in learning more about Komen Atlanta, please access their website at www.komen-atlanta.org or call 404/459-8700.

Breast Cancer Facts

· Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths among women between the ages of 20 and 59.

· Breast cancer is a devastating and deadly disease that has struck nearly 2 million American women in the past decade.

· 1 in 8 women will suffer from the disease in her lifetime.

· Every three minutes a woman is diagnosed with breast cancer.

· In 2006, it is estimated that 212,920 American women will be diagnosed with breast cancer, and 40,970 will die of the disease.  That’s 1 every 13 minutes.

· In 2006, it is estimated that 1,720 men will develop breast cancer and 460 will die.

· 97% is the probability of survival–but only for women who get early detection and treatment.

Breast Cancer Facts in Georgia

· Female breast cancer is the leading new cancer site in the state of Georgia.

· The state of Georgia ranks 9th out of all 50 states in the amount of new breast cancer cases diagnosed.

· 5,920 women will develop breast cancer in Georgia in 2006.

· 1,140 women will die of breast cancer in Georgia in 2006.

Early Detection Plan

· Annual screening mammography for women starting at age 40. – Women under 40 with either a family history of breast cancer or other concerns about personal risk should consult with a trained medical professional about risk assessment and when to begin mammography.

· Clinical breast exams by a trained medical professional at least every 3 years starting at age 20 and annually after 40.

· Monthly breast self-examination starting by age 20.

Problems to look for

· A new, hard lump or thickening of your breast tissue.

· Change in the size or shape of your breast.

· Dimpling or puckering of the skin on your breast.

· Swelling, redness or increased warmth of your breast.

· Breast pain that does not vary with your monthly cycle.

· Pulling in of your nipple or other parts of your breast.

· An ichy, sore, or scaling area on your nipple.

· Nipple discharge that starts suddenly.


EARLY DETECTION IS CRITICAL TO SURVIVAL!

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Dates to Remember

· Saturday, 28 October, Super Healthy Saturday from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

· Wednesday, 8 November, Healing Service.

Altanta Intercultural Ministries

The following for Cold Weather Kits are needed:

· Chapstick

· Kleenex (purse size)

· Small bag or box of throat lozenges

· Hand Towelettes (like the ones you receive at a bar-be-que)

· Small sample bottles of moisturizing lotion

· Socks for children or adults – nothing fancy, but new

Please place the items in the box in the coat room.

Jo Ann Durrence

Outreach Committee

Med - Share

On Saturday, September 23rd., five volunteers: Karen Bramlett, Esther Droege, Dennis Ford and a friend and Don Linnartz participated in this vitally important project which provides much needed medical supplies to many deserving groups who desperately need these very valuable medical resources.

Please mark your calendars for the following dates that Living Grace will be participating in this project:

Saturday - November 18, 2006

Saturday - January 13, 2007

Saturday - March 10, 2007

Saturday – May 12, 2007

Contact Dennis Ford @404.377.2928 or Don Linnartz @770.455.6060 to volunteer.

Hope Lodge

On Monday, November 13th at 6:00 PM, we will again prepare and serve dinner to the guests at Hope Lodge.  Hope Lodge provides housing for cancer patients undergoing treatment at Emory Hospital and for their caregivers.  Please contact Phyllis Prunty @770.237.9807 if you are willing to help.


Shearith Israel Night Shelter for            Homeless Women

For the 23rd consecutive year, Living Grace will staff the shelter for two weeks.  We will be covering the shelter from Wednesday November 15th through Tuesday November 21st, and from Sunday January 7th through Saturday January 13th.  

Mark your calendars and select the time most convenient for you, or you and a friend!  Your one night of service (or more!) means so much for the women who are working so hard to become independent, once again.  The knowledge that you have helped to make a difference in the life of a woman regaining a hold on her life is one of the greatest satisfactions and rewards of volunteering.

This is the first night that the shelter will be in operation.  This first night and first week is a very critical time for the new ladies coming into the shelter and it is a tribute to the dedication of our Living Grace volunteers that the Shearith Israel staff has offered us the opportunity to help orient the new group!

David and Sue Benner will, once again, serve as coordinators for this project.  They will be happy to provide you any information on what a volunteer does at the shelter.  Call them @770.493.4044 or speak to them at any time for additional information.

Parish Education

There were two mistakes in my write up on VBS.  First, I left Carol and Nikki Ireton off the list.  Carol and Nikki were at VBS every night.  Carol worked with Leanne with the kids on music, and during the Sunday service.  So, thank you to Carol and Nikki for your help.  Second, I misspelled Bitsy Marske's name, and wanted to correct that as well.

Thank you all so much for your help with VBS.

Sunday school is off to a great start.  Our average attendance has been between 10-15 children total for all of the classes.  We would like for that attendance to increase over the next few months.  

The Church Council approved the purchase of partitions so that we will have rooms for each class.  The partitions will be delivered in a few weeks and set up ready for classes.  We have teachers for each of our four Sunday School Classes.  


We are still in need of a few more teachers to team teach to give all of the teachers a break.  The age groups are PreK-K, Grades 1-3, Grades 4-6, Middle-High School.  Please see me to fill one of these spots.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Piece Maker’s
   The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Saturday October 14th   - 9:00 AM to 12:00 N and Thursday October 26th - 9:00 AM to 12:00 N. You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need.

Sew-N-Sews
This group that sews layettes for indigent families served by the DeKalb County Family and Children’s Services (DFACS) Department will meet at the church on Monday October 9th – 10:00 AM to 12:00 N.  

If you would like to help you may call JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833.

Remember these layettes are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster Care Program.


Coming Events 

Heifer Sunday
Heifer International Sunday is October 15th.   We thank all who are helping us to increase our offerings for this program that   sustains and develops food resources to the people of developing countries. Thanks for your generous contributions! 
Coffee Host/Hostess
Coffee Hosts and Hostesses are always needed to prepare for the Coffee Hour after the 10:30 Service.  You may sign up on the sheet provided in the Fellowship Hall.  Your help is needed.  If you are not sure of how to prepare, get in touch   with either Phyllis Prunty @770.237.9807 or Sue Benner @770.493.4044 to get the details!

Living Grace WELCA General Meeting

The Living Grace General Meeting was held at the church on Saturday, September 9th at 12:00 N.  The following officers were elected:

President:

Kathy Kennedy 

Vice President: 
Pat Searing

Secretary:

Meredith Collver

Treasurer:

Pat Stowers

Congratulations to the new leadership team!

WELCA Convention

The WELCA Convention for 2006 was held at the Baptist Retreat Center at Norman Park near Tifton, Georgia on September 22nd-24th.  Louise Iconis was elected President Women of the ELCA Southeastern Synod.   Congratulations to Louise!  She will serve a two-year term in this very important position.  We pray for her success and offer her support from all the Women of Living Grace.

Margery Kellar served as our delegate.  She will give a report at our general meeting/Christmas Luncheon on Saturday, December 9th at 12:00 noon at the church.  Miriam Circle will serve as hostesses for that meeting.  Sue Benner, Connie Holley and Jan Levengood also attended the convention.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to Lutheran World Relief in any way this year.  The truck for LWR pickup was in the Atlanta area on 15 and 16 September.  Metro area churches filled the truck with over 10,300 pounds.  Other pickup sites were in Mobile, AL, Savannah, GA, Franklin, TN, Greenville, TN, and Norman Park, GA, at our convention.  The LWR goal for the Southeastern Synod this year was 27,000 pounds.  After tabulating donations from all pickup sites, we were very pleased to report that the Southeastern Synod had collected a total of 27,740 pounds, so we did meet our goal.  Living Grace contributed 359 pounds.  Our donations included 47 school bags, 25 health kits, 74 pounds of clothing, 28 pounds of soap, and 107 pounds of quilts.  Thank you for supporting Women of the ELCA in this endeavor.


Future Cluster Meetings

Fall Meeting:
Will be at Messiah Church on Saturday October 14th, 2006.  Refreshments provided by Rock of Ages, decorations and favors by Living Grace.
Spring Meeting:
Will be at Living Grace Church on Saturday March 24th, 2007. Refreshments provided by Redeemer Church, decorations and favors by Trinity.
Church Women United Meeting

On Friday November 3rd Church Women United will meet at Living Grace to celebrate World Community Day.  Registration and coffee at 9:30 AM, the Meeting will begin at 10:30 AM.  The theme is “Signs of Healing”.

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Reformation Sunday


By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival commemorating Martin Luther’s posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses in the church of his time.  At the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good news that by grace through faith we are justified and set free.  As we observe the Reformation on Sunday, 29 October, the church prays for renewal and reconciliation among all Christians, that we may more faithfully witness to the world.

Senior Choir


The Senior Choir rehearses weekly on Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.  We would love 

to have you come and sing with the choir.  For more information, please talk with a choir member or Ken Sass, Director of Music/Organist.

Junior Choir


The Junior Choir has weekly rehearsals after the 10:30 worship service.  We welcome all children from first grade through eighth grade.  We would like the Junior Choir to sing for the worship services once a month.  For more information, please talk with Leanne Beutler, Director.

“Spirits”

A New Musical Ensemble


This musical ensemble is gathering on Thursdays, 7:00 – 7:45 p.m. to rehearse to offer various musical styles in our worship services.  If you are interested in this group, please contact Andy Sulek at 404-569-8806 or email sulek@comcast.net.

Communion Assistants


Because of the new way of distributing communion to the assembly, we require three communion assistants per Sunday.  Therefore, we have taken all the volunteers as of this date and made teams.  Each team consists of 3 members with one member acting as the captain.  The captain is responsible for rotating the members as to who will be the intercessor for the scheduled Sunday and if one of their members cannot serve, to get a substitute from one of the other teams or the “floater.”  We have four teams so far, but we would like to have more teams.  Please consider becoming a communion assistant.  For more information, please contact Leanne Beutler, Chair of Worship and Music or Pastor Hardy.

Upcoming Concert


On Saturday, 7 October, at 8:15 p.m., the Atlanta Sacred Chorale along with the Gwinnett Young Singers will present a concert at the well-known Spivey Hall at Clayton State University in Morrow, GA.  The tickets are $15.  If you wish to purchase tickets, you may contact Miguel Santiago via email at miguelsings@yahoo.com or they can purchase tickets through the ASC website at www.atlantasacredchorale.org. The Atlanta Sacred Chorale is under the direction of Dr. Eric Nelson and two of our staff singers, Miguel Santiago and Sarah Russka sing with the Chorale.

Dr. Kenneth Sass

Director of Music/Organist

Kenneth Sass was born in Detroit and grew up in a home filled with classical music.  His father was a violinist.  He began singing in church choirs as a very young child, starting piano lessons at age 10 and organ study at 15.  His first professional employment was as Organist-Choir Director at Our Savior Lutheran Church while a senior in high school.  
The following year, Ken entered as an “early decision” freshman at Westminster Choir College in Princeton, N.J.  During his four years there, he studied organ with Joan Lippincott and Donald McDonald, voice with Herbert Pate, and conducting with Joseph Flummerfelt.  He sang with both the Westminster Choir and the Westminster Symphonic Choir, which included numerous performances with the New York Philharmonic, National Symphony, and Pittsburgh Symphony, among others, under such conductors as William Steinberg, Antal Dorati, Pierre Boulez, and Leonard Bernstein, in venues including the Kennedy Center in Washington, and Philharmonic Hall at Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall in New York City.  He served as organist or organist/choir-director at two area churches from his sophomore through senior years.  All of this culminated in graduation with the degree Bachelor of Music in Organ Performance, Magna Cum Laude.  

His education continued at the University of Michigan, during which time he served in two Detroit area churches, and completed his Master of Music degree as an organ student of Robert Glasgow.  While there he also sang with the University Chamber Choir, touring with them in both operatic and concert performances in Eastern Europe, Germany, Switzerland, and the Canary Islands.

A decision to pursue post-graduate work followed, and Ken remained at the University of Michigan, again studying organ with Dr. Glasgow.  Following completion of extensive pre-dissertation course work, he accepted the full-time position as Organist and Director of Music at Second Congregational UCC in Grand Rapids, during which time he also sang as member and soloist with the Chamber Choir of Grand Rapids and Opera Grand Rapids.  He commuted to Ann Arbor, continuing preparation leading to the performance of three memorized dissertation recitals, thereby completing the degree Doctor of Musical Arts.

All of this notwithstanding, life often leads in unexpected directions, and after a number of years Ken chose to pursue a career outside of full-time church music.  As his full-time profession for the past twenty years, currently as Registered Representative with ING Financial Partners, he has maintained a successful independent practice in the financial services field, assisting clients with their planning, investment, and insurance needs.   During that time, Dr. Sass actively continued his professional musical activities on a freelance basis, playing, accompanying, or singing in worship in various churches and denominations, as well as performing in concerts and recitals.  Within that context, Ken served as interim church musician at Living Grace for many months until accepting the ongoing position of Organist / Director of Music this past February.

Special Days in October

18 October

St. Luke, Evangelist

28 October

St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles

29 October

Reformation Sunday

31 October

Reformation Day
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DON’T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR AT 2 AM ON SUNDAY MORNING, 29 OCTOBER

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
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