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March 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Informational Meeting


On Saturday, 10 March, Pastor will be holding an informational meeting at the church.  This is for all those interested in becoming new members of Living Grace.  We will talk about the process:  Letters of Transfer; Affirmation of Faith; and Pastor’s classes.  The start time is 10:00 a.m.
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Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of March.

Ushers

March 4


8:30 am – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am – John Holden/Bobby Weber

March 11


8:30 am – David Henninger


10:30 am – Matt Adler/Viola Main


March 18


8:30 am – Tom Joiner

10:30 am – Gene & Susan Durrence

March 25


8:30 am – Michael Hardy


10:30 am – Ed Kennedy/Jim Outman

April 1


8:30 a.m. – Keith Siekierski


10:30 a.m. – Jeff Axel/Harold Bowers

Acolytes

March 4 – Aaron Durrence

March 11 – Nikki Ireton

March 18 – Erin Cunefare

March 25 – Olivia Kellar

April 1 – Melody Ireton

Service Assistants

March 4


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am –Lector – Virginia Dick




CA – Team 1

March 11


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Missy Streubel


10:30 am –Lector – Nikki Ireton




CA – Team 2

March 18


8:30 am – Lector – Allison Bordnick-Stock




CA – Laurel Gunnels


10:30 am –Lector – Matt Bonaker




CA – Team 3

March 25


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am – Lector – John Nelson




CA – Team 4

April 1


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am – Betty Bartling




CA – Team 1


Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler

Counters

March 4 – Gene and Susan Durrence

March 11 – Pat and Lyn Conley

March 18 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

March 25 – Pat Stowers

April 1 – David and Lin Parker

Coffee Cleanup Schedule

March 4 – Marlene Hardy

March 11 – Terez Ratel

March 18 – Bitsy Marske

March 25 – Margery Kellar

Greeters

March 4 – Sam and Lanny Henderson
March 11 – Pat Stowers and Betty Bartling

March 18 – Walter and Norma Mackenzie

March 25 – Colin and Ruth Cressman

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

March Birthdays

2
Shirley Arroyo
Taylor Cunefare 


John Holden

6 Ed Stowers 

7 Carol Ireton

9
Rosalie Solheim

10
Logan Shirah

12
Ross Whitmoyer

14
Walter Mackenzie

18
Tristan Chandler

19
Colin Cressman

21
Millie Axel
Nevada Seawell
Marissa Wall

22
Paul Burch

23
Norma Mackenzie
Kim Wall

26
Laura Stickell

28
James Reynolds

29
Alice Schuler

Baptisms


On Sunday, 18 February, Henry Melchionda, son of Scott and Debra Melchionda was baptized.  Also, we welcomed Scott, Debra and brother Jacob as members of Living Grace.


On Sunday, 25 February, Caroline Elizabeth Otis, daughter of John and Shelly Otis was baptized.

Deaths


Annabelle Wright was called to her eternal home on 8 February.  A memorial service was held at Living Grace on Saturday, 17 February, at 11:00 a.m.


Roy Marberg, former member of St. Matthew, was called to his eternal home on 9 February in Florida.


Joan “Jo” Richards, was called to her eternal home on 20 February.  A memorial service will be held on Sunday, 4 March, at Living Grace, at 12:30 p.m.

New Members


On Sunday, 25 February, we welcomed into Living Grace’s family by Letter of Transfer and Affirmation of Faith, Andrew and Nicole Hoppen; Dean and Jamie Leckband, Megan and Nick.

Membership List

Updates/Changes


Please make the following updates/changes to your membership directory:

Addresses:


Mrs. Charles Flichman


3527 Summitridge Road


Atlanta, GA   30340


Kingsley and Bitsy Marske


2050 Wood Valley Drive


Loganville, GA   30052


770/267-5924


Ed and Kathie Kennedy


2174 Favor Road


Marietta, GA   30060


770/432-4714


Scott and Debra Melchionda


2109 Carthage Road


Tucker, GA   30084


770/934-2550


Jake and Henry


Don and Margie Linnartz


3801 Village View Drive


Apartment #1217


Gainesville, GA   30506

Email addresses:


Don and Margie Linnartz



delinnartz@gmail.com


Gene Merrill and JoAnn Durrence



gmdurrence@bellsouth.net


Bitsy Marske



bitsylee@windstream.net


To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, for the month of January was $22,289.78.  For the same period in 2006 we had received $21,981.65.  That is a 1.4% increase for the same period from 2006 to 2007.


Since we did not have an approved 2007 budget at the time of this writing, there is no comparison of actual to budget for income in 2007.

Altar Guild


Living Grace is in the process of establishing an Altar Guild.  Serving in an Altar Guild is not like participating in social groups, for the Altar Guild is a ministry.


In thanksgiving and in response to all God has done for us, we are called to offer ourselves to Christ’s service.  The basic motivation for serving in the Altar Guild is gratitude.  Members are grateful servants, ministers of God, ministers of God’s people, ministers of the liturgy, and ministers of the worship space.


Traditionally Lutherans have favored the term Altar Guild members but increasingly the word Sacristan is used.  Different congregations use different words, it is a matter of local preference.  In an effort to enlist men to serve in this ministry, the term Sacristan may be less intimidating.  An important quality for all members of an Altar Guild is a sense of awe in the presence of the Holy God – a spirit of reverence.


Tasks of the Altar Guild are not a burden but a delight, not a duty but a high privilege.


At this time, I am asking you to consider becoming a “Sacristan” an Altar Guild member.  We plan to coordinate a schedule based on each volunteer’s time available to serve.  Please contact Pat Searing at 770/939-9630 for more details.

Altar Flowers


When you have signed up to give altar flowers for a Sunday, please submit your form to the church office by way of the offering plate or give directly to Charlette Beutler to insure your name appears and why you are giving the flowers.  You can also email to Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com. 

Med Share International


Please save your empty prescription pill bottles and bring them to church to be taken to Med Share International.  Remove the labels or mark through the name of the bottles.  These will be taken to Med Share when volunteers from Living Grace go and help sort medical supplies that are then provided to many deserving groups or countries who desperately need them.  Please place the pill bottles in the box in the closet in the narthex marked Med Share.

Thank you,

JoAnn Durrence

Volunteer Opportunities


Living Grace will be working with a number of other Lutheran churches in the metro area building houses with Habitat for Humanity.  Our church needs a coordinator to help schedule people from our congregation to assist with the actual building, to encourage financial support from our members, and to serve as a contact with the other involved churches.  If you would be willing to serve in this capacity, please talk with Pastor Hardy.


A second opportunity is to serve as a driver for Villa International.  Villa is a residence on the Emory campus which houses medical personnel from around the world who are studying in Atlanta, primarily at Emory or CDC.  Living Grace provides financial support to Villa.  Pastor Hardy is currently treasurer of the Executive Board and Agnes Nelson is one of the board members.


Guests at Villa do their own meal preparation, so drivers come in several times a week to drive the guests to local grocery stores so they can do their food shopping.  You can sign up to drive one or more times a month.  All it takes is about two hours of your time, and you will meet some wonderful people.  If you can help Villa by being a driver, please talk to Agnes Nelson for more details.

Hunger Walk


The Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday, 11 March, at Turner Field in the Blue Parking Lot.  Registration is at 12 noon with the 10K run starting at 1:00 p.m. and the 5K and Fun Run starting at 2:30 p.m.  If you wish to participate, see Jan Levengood for more details.  You can also bring food for the Hunger Walk if you cannot walk.  The most needed items are:

· Peanut butter

· Canned tuna

· Canned soups

· Stews and pastas

· 100% fruit juice

· Canned fruits and vegetables

· Macaroni and cheese dinners

· Whole grain, low sugar cereals

Thank Yous!


Because of your prayers, cards, care and food, I had successful hip replacement surgery and rehabilitation.  Thank you all.  God is Good.

Yours in Christ,

Lorraine Koeves

To Living Grace Congregation:


I want to thank all of you for your kind letters of condolences.  I know how much my Mom loved all of you and her church.  How much she enjoyed the choir and the music.  How much your friendship and fellowship meant to her.  How much she appreciated the cards and visits over the years.  She and I thank you for everything!

Sincerely,

Earl Richards


Shirley Arroyo’s lifelong friend, MaryAnn Sweeney, sends her gratitude from New York to the Living Grace family for all their prayers and concern during her surgery and illness.  She hopes to visit with us soon.

Shirley Arroyo

Missing Camera


On Sunday, 25 February, after the congregational meeting, a digital camera belonging to Missy Streubel was sitting with her notebook at the table.  She went to the kitchen and when she came back to pick up her notebook and camera, it was not there.  We hope someone picked it up for safekeeping.  Please let the church office know or Missy Streubel if you find her camera.

Jerry’s Habima Theatre


Our own Cynthia Outman will be performing in the 2007 Production of G2K “Oklahoma!”  The dates of performances are 28 March through 1 April.  For more information, please contact Cynthia Outman.
Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Cynthia Outman; Jerry Prunty; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley

Nancy Rocquemore

Friend of Darrell and Jane Simmons

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Henry and Ruth Roberts


Friends of Leanne Beutler

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Amy Carver Burk


Sister of Shirley Arroyo

Sigrid Mierbeith McShan


Friend of Viola Main

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Health Ministry of Living Grace


I hope you and your loved ones are experiencing Christ’s peace, wholeness and joy.  In addition to our Lenten vigil, March is also recognized as National Nutrition Month, and I would like to focus our attention on healthy eating.  Over one third of Americans are obese (more than 20% over their ideal weight) and 25% of all children and teens are overweight (this is double what the rate was 30 years ago.)  Many people are using a variety of diets to lose weight and lower their cholesterol and blood pressure.  The most popular seems to be the high protein plan which may result in short term weight improvements but is not a healthy way to eat as a permanent lifestyle.

Diet Evaluations


There are many diets available to Americans.  According to Tufts University, here is what is missing in a few of the most common diets:

· Dr. Atkin’s New Diet Revolution and Protein Power by Drs. Eades
Missing in calcium, magnesium, potassium, iron, copper, thiamin, vitamins C & D.  Very low in carbs & very high in protein and fat.

· Dean Ornish’s Eat More, Weigh Less
Missing in copper, zinc, vitamins B-12, D & E.  It is a healthy diet, but hard to stay with because it is so low in fat.

· The New Beverly Hill Diet by Judy Mazel
Missing in calcium, phosphorus, zinc & vitamins B-12 & D.  the Plan must be followed exactly as printed every day.

· The Zone by Barry Sears
Missing in copper, potassium, zinc and Vitamin D.  It is high in fat and protein.  You can modify its shortcomings by choosing lean meats and dairy products.  Need to drink at least 6 glasses of water per day due to high protein content.  Add to the diet for a total of 1200 calories.


God has graciously provided food to nourish our bodies, invites us to share our food with both fellow Christians and strangers, and offers Himself as the ultimate food.  Physicians and dieticians still recommend that the most healthy diet is one low in fat and full of grains, fruits and vegetables.  Diseases such as heart disease, colon, prostate and breast cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure and cholesterol levels have all been linked to diets rich in animal based foods.  May the Lord bless our eating and strengthen our bodies, minds and spirits for His service and the good of others.  Happy Eating!

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Important dates to remember:


Wednesday, 7 March, is the Healing Service, at 6 p.m. preceded by a light supper


Saturday, 10 March is a Heartsaver AED CPR class at 10:00 a.m.  I can take up to 6 people, so first come, first serve!  If more are interested, I’ll repeat the class.


Sunday, 11 March, at 2:00 p.m., is the Hunger Walk at Turner Field.  We need more walkers.  The envelopes are on the usher’s table in the narthex.  If anyone would like to contribute, we’ll take cash or checks made out to Lutheran Services of GA, and put “Hunger Walk” on the bottom of the check.

Parish Education
“49 Steps to Living Grace”:  An adpot-A-Stepping-Stone ministry project presented by the Parish Education Department.


You may have noticed a pebble pathway connecting the side of our building to the Quick Trip parking lot.  (Many thanks to Dot Beaver for installing this pathway last fall.)  This path keeps our shoes clean as we make our quick trips back and forth, but we should also think of it as a “welcome path” leading to our church and inviting all travelers and passers-by to step on over and worship with us.  When I walk this path, I take 49 steps.  So now we would like your help for phase two of this project, enhancing the pathway with 49 stepping-stones!


These concrete stepping “stones” will be hand-made and lovingly decorated at church by the children and youth of Living Grace, as well as any interested adults!  Faith-inspired designs can vary according to the age and skill level of the stone-maker, from simple and colorful designs to elaborate symbols of the church.  We will start the project on Saturday, 17 March, 10:00 a.m., at our first Family Fun Day, and continue as necessary on days and times to be announced, until the final step is made!  We will take individual pictures of each stone and with input from all of the stone makers, we’ll publish an illustrated devotional guide as a memento from the project.




How would you like to participate?  Everyone is invited to help in any or all of the following ways:

· Adopt a stone - $20 for a small stone and $25 for a large one (but really any amount is welcome!) – Make an offering to Living Grace, designating it to “Stepping Stone Ministry.”

· Help a child decorate a stepping stone, and/or decorate a stone yourself!  Come to church on 3/17/07, start at 10:00 a.m.

· Volunteer to help plan and carry out this project.  This project will be lots of fun but a bit time-consuming and messy.  We’ll need lots of help setting up and cleaning up, along with extra supervision with the little ones.


The Mission:


Adopting 24 small stones and 25 large ones will raise enough funds to pay for the pathway and stepping-stone materials and will provide an additional $500. toward this year’s Vacation Bible School program, a community ministry open to our neighborhood children.


Can you help?  Do you have questions?  Please call or email me anytime.  I hope that you’ll prayerfully consider how you can help the Parish Education Department in carrying out this project.  Thank you!!  Cathy Shirah – 770/723-0103 or email t.shirah@comcast.net.

Outreach Committee

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for            Homeless Women

For the 22nd consecutive year, Living Grace participated in staffing the Shearith Israel Overnight Shelter for Homeless Women.  We provided staffing for two weeks.  Our first week was from Wednesday November 15th through Tuesday November 21st.  Our second week was from Sunday January 7th through Saturday January 13th. 

Volunteers who staffed the shelter in January were:

· Jan Levengood

· JoAnn Durrence

· Stephanie and Taylor Cunefare

· Becky Frye

· Agnes Nelson

· Missy Streubel

· Laurel Gunnels

· Margery, Leyla and Olivia Kellar

We are currently scheduled to provide staffing for the shelter this coming season during the same weeks of November 2006 and January 2007.  We ask that you consider setting just one night of your time aside during these weeks so that you and a friend can assist Shearith Israel, Morningside Presbyterian Church, Emory University and the synagogues of Atlanta in providing this very unique outreach service to the homeless women of Atlanta.

David and Sue Benner serve as coordinators for this project.  Speak to them on any Sunday or call them @770.493.4044 or speak to them at any time for additional information.


Med - Share
Saturday, March 10th, is the next opportunity available for volunteers to help sort medical supplies that are then provided to many deserving groups who desperately need these very valuable medical resources.

In addition to this date, please mark your calendars for the next date that Living Grace will be participating in this project:

Saturday – May 12, 2007

To volunteer, please enter your name on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  If you have any questions about what is involved in serving, please call Karen Bramlet.  Her telephone number is 770.715.3852; or email her at kbramlet@aol.com.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
ELCA Leaven Cluster Spring Meeting
All women of the church are invited to attend and participate in the ELCA Leaven Cluster Spring Meeting that will be hosted by Living Grace on Saturday, March 24th. 

Registration for the meeting starts at 9:00AM.  Cost for the program and lunch is $10.  

The theme for the meeting is:

Heart and Soul

Becoming a Total Woman in Christ

In-Kind Gifts needed are:

· Items for LWR School Bags

· Winter hats, gloves, scarves and mittens

Gifts will be sent to the Alabama School for the Deaf and Blind, the Helen Keller School and the E.H. Gentry Technical Facility

2007 Love Offering will be sent to             Lutheridge/Luther Rock. 

For reservations or further information    contact Sue Benner @ 770.493.4044 or Sharen Kilpatrick @ 770.394.0884.

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

LENT


The Lenten discipline is a spiritual struggle.  In the confession of sins we acknowledge that we struggle and seek God’s strength.  Jesus struggles with us, and so we are sustained.  Help is as close as a prayer and a confession that we cannot do it on our own.  God gives life and its fruit, and so all we offer in worship is giving back what was first given us by grace.  Deaconess Elizabeth Fedde, whom we commemorated on Sunday, 25 February, bore fruit for God by serving others.

Chime Choir


We would like to start a children’s chime choir.  Any child that is age 6 to 12 and is interested in learning how to play chimes, please let Leanne Beutler know by either speaking with her at church or send an email at LBeutler@aol.com.

God' s Children Sing


We will be introducing music in the Pre-School Sunday School Class.  On the first Sunday of each month for the first 15 minutes, we will be singing songs and learning how to play rhythm instruments and even the chimes!  Music is a big part of our heritage as Lutherans.  By introducing music to the children of this age, they will learn the hymns, psalms and liturgy of the church.

What is Liturgy?


Many of our members receive “The Lutheran”, which is a magazine that is published by the ELCA.  In the February 2007 issue, there is a great article on the liturgy called, “Our Common Work, Through Liturgy, We Build Our Worship.”  We would like to give you some excerpts of this article to renew your knowledge of the liturgy and for those who are new to the 

Lutheran church, to gain knowledge of the liturgy.


Taken from the article:


“For some, the liturgy is a way to connect spiritually with the church’s tradition.  It opens us into something larger than ourselves, places us in a relationship with God through words prayed and sung for centuries.


Liturgy provides the pattern for what we do as we worship.  In that respect, all worship is liturgical.  At its core, liturgy is simply the frame on which we build our worship.


We find the roots for our liturgy in Old and New Testament scriptural texts.  One Old Testament example is from the prophet Isaiah:  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory” (6:3).  However, we find most of our liturgical patterns in the New Testament––in the actions and words of Jesus, in the worship developed by early apostolic communities and in the vision of worship in God’s finished creation.”


We hope that a portion of this article will intrigue your interest or renewed interest in our liturgy.  Next month, we will give you additional excerpts of this article.

Special Days in March

19 March

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

26 March

Annunciation of Our Lord (transferred)

[image: image8.wmf]
DON’T FORGET – DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

11 MARCH – 2:00 A.M.



LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!
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