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June 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Recognition of Pastor Hardy at Synod Assembly

At this year’s Synod Assembly, Pastor Hardy was recognized for 35 years of ordained ministry.  He was ordained by the North Carolina Synod, 16 July 1972.  He has also begun his 11th year with us at Living Grace this past month of May.

“Notes from Iraq”

We are often asked about Matthew, our son who is a 1stLT in the US Army stationed in Iraq.  Marlene has assembled a pastiche from his letters and e-mails to give an idea of his life there.

“I write this to you from Camp Victory, a large US base just west of Baghdad.  I am a signal officer with the 3rd Infantry Division based out of Fort Stewart, GA.  The fourteen soldiers in my platoon are responsible for providing communications for the division headquarters.  This base is pretty safe, although we’ve had a few enemy rockets shot over the wall and explode.  I doubt I’ll ever have to go off base as my job doesn’t require it.

“A typical day for the platoon begins at 0700.  After breakfast we go to the work site where at 0900 is the G6 meeting which we do over teleconference.  This meeting discusses the signal aspect/workings of the division.  Right now we are monitoring the network and trouble-shooting it if something goes wrong.  We are also doing inventories so we know exactly what we brought with us.”  (Written in the first months of deployment.)

“As of mid-May I am going to be on a new mission.  The 3rd ID STB (Special Troops Battalion of which his signal platoon is a part) is responsible for security on camp.  A lot of our soldiers have been pulled for all sorts of guard duties.  Our new duty is going to be patrolling the inner and outer perimeter of the camp in HMMWV’s.  I will lead one of four platoons doing this.  I’m excited to be doing this because it’s a chance to be closer to the fight instead of just watching a computer screen.  There’s a chance we’ll be shot at and return fire.  I know you’ll think it’s crazy that I’m looking forward to this but I am.  I can’t explain it: it’s the same reason Mike volunteered to be the gunner on convoy missions.  I don’t want to sit on my butt the whole deployment and I just want to be upfront with you about what’s going on.  (Mike is his brother who has deployed twice with the Marines.)

“Two weeks into the new job/mission and it is keeping me very busy and I’m really enjoying it.  At the beginning we patrolled with the guys we’re taking over from, and then my platoon took the lead with the others along to watch.  I can’t really describe too much to you; that will have to wait until my leave.  Most of the time it’s hot and the wind blows dust around.  On May 17 it rained. There was lots of mud but it was cooler.

“I hope everyone there is doing well as I am.  E-mails are always appreciated.”

As of this writing, his brother and our younger son Michael has been reactivated and will do his third deployment with the Marines to Camp TQ, halfway between Fallujah and Ramadi.  Michael is a sergeant in the PRP Company (Personnel Recovery and Processing – better known as mortuary affairs).

Matt’s e-mail: fifthhardy@yahoo.com

Mike’s e-mail: marine347@hotmail.com

Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of June and the first Sunday of July

Ushers

June 3


8:30 am – Tom Joiner


10:30 am – Stephen Arroyo/Viola Main

June 10

8:30 am – David Henninger


10:30 am – John & Agnes Holden

June 17


8:30 am – David Benner

10:30 am – Scott Melchionda/Walter Sobers

June 24


8:30 am – Jim Tuminella


10:30 am – David & Lin Parker

July 1


8:30 am – Keith Siekierski


10:30 am – Chip Combee/Cate Sulek

Acolytes/Crucifers

June 3


10:30 am – Cynthia Outman

June 10


10:30 am – Melody Ireton

June 17


10:30 am – Isabel Balsavage

June 24


10:30 am – Erin Cunefare

July 1


10:30 am – Dakota Benner

Service Assistants

June 3


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Missy Streubel


10:30 am –Lector – Betty Bartling




CA – Team 3

June 10


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am –Lector – John Nelson




CA – Team 1

June 17


8:30 am – Lector – Pat Searing




CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am –Lector – Stephanie Cunefare




CA – Team 4

June 24


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am – Lector – Agnes Nelson




CA – Team 2

July 1


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am – Lector – Lynn Lefebvre




CA – Team 3

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler


Counters

June 3 – John and Margaret Holden

June 10 – Chip and Allyson Combee

June 17 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

June 24 – Pat Stowers/Dot Beaver

July 1 – Gene and Susan Durrence

Coffee Cleanup Schedule

June 3 – Agnes Nelson

June 10 – Susan Brinkley

June 17 – Cathy Shirah

June 24 – Margaret Holden

July 1 – Marlene Hardy

Greeters

June 3 – John & Agnes Nelson

June 10 – Merrill & JoAnn Durrence

June 17 – David & Lin Parker

June 24 – Gene & Susan Durrence

General News and Notes

June Birthdays

1
R.B. Helmey, Jr.
Bobby Weber

2
Pat Conley

5
Courtney Holden

20
Lloyd Meese

22
Andrew Stickell

26
Pat Stowers

28
Melody Ireton

Chris Oys


Doris McGreevy
Frances Byepu

29
Cate Sulek

30
Betty Hitz

New Members


On Sunday, 6 May, we received by Letter of Transfer, Ronda Wynn and her daughter Emily.
Membership List

Updates/Changes


To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


The July Newsletter will be combined with August.  The combination July/August newsletter deadline for articles will be Sunday, 17 June.  NO EXTENSIONS.


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through April 30 was $88,526.15. For the same period in 2006 we had received $84,824.79.  Our current giving is 4.4% above the same period last year.


Our budgeted income for the first four months of 2007 is $141,905.00.


A complete outline of income and expenses for January through April 2007 is on the bulletin board, above the coffee cart, for your review.

Graceful Group (Seniors)

Thursday           
June 14, 2007

Gathering Time :  11:30 – 12:00                       

Lunch :          
12:00 – Potluck – bring a friend and a  dish to share (main dish, salad, vegetable or dessert)

Program:  Sharing of ideas for natural healing:  Led by JoAnn Durrence

If you have natural remedies you would like to share with the group, send them to JoAnn and we will print them so everyone will have a copy.

Socializing and Games

Reservations:  Call or email JoAnn Durrence by Tuesday, June 12, 404-633-1833 or email gmdurrence@bellsouth.net.  It is  important that you make a reservation and tell JoAnn the category of dish you will be bringing. 

BOOK and MAGAZINE EXCHANGE:  We will have a table for books and magazines you no longer want but someone else might enjoy. 

Note:  All leftover magazines will be recycled to the DeKalb recycling program.  You may read a book and bring it back for someone else to enjoy.

HELP needed:  We need help for set up and clean up.  Clean up means staying after the meeting to be sure we leave everything in good shape.  Please tell JoAnn if you are willing to help for one time.

There will not be a meeting in July or August.

Altar Flowers


When you have signed up to give altar flowers for a Sunday, please submit your form to the church office by way of the offering plate or give directly to Charlette Beutler to insure your name appears and why you are giving the flowers.  You can also email to Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com. 

MedShare


On the morning of May 12th, you helped us get almost halfway through the sorting and packing of syringes.  We made over 80 boxes of supplies, and these boxes were entered into our inventory system in the days following that session.  That means that right away, recipient hospitals in the developing world were able to select any of these supplies for shipment to their institutions.  This is particularly important, since our inventory of syringes was quite low—our Logistics Manager specifically asked us to sort syringes so that we could provide the supplies so desperately needed by our recipients.  As you may know, many places in the developing world resort to the reuse of syringes because of lack of resources, so a single box of syringes has the power to prevent many infections and significantly improve healthcare for people in need.  We truly appreciate the dedicated support Living Grace Lutheran has shown MedShare over the years. 

Thanks again!

Sarah Jacobson

Volunteer Program Manager

MedShare International

3240 Clifton Springs Rd.

Decatur, GA  30034-4608

770-323-5858 ext. 205


We look forward to a group going to MedShare in September of 2007!  Whoever might be interested in coming with us, call Karen Bramlet @770-715-3852.  Meanwhile, we are still collecting pill bottles (labels removed) to take to MedShare. There is a box in the coat closet for them.  Thank you!

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Jim Axel; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Jerry Prunty; and Evelyn Woosley. 


Family and Friends

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley

Nancy Rocquemore

Friend of Darrell and Jane Simmons

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Amy Carver Burk


Sister of Shirley Arroyo

Sigrid Mierbeith McShan


Friend of Viola Main

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Health Ministry of Living Grace


Blessings on the beginning of your summer!  As we think about summer vacations and family, I want to discuss a very serious threat to the well-being of individuals, families, congregations, and our community.  Pornography seems to be everywhere we look, and we are aware that it can have a devastating effect on all of us and all we love.


How Serious is the Pornography Problem?  According to Enough is Enough (an organization dedicated to protecting people from pornography), there are now more porn outlets than there are McDonald’s restaurants in the U.S.!  Additionally, with wide scale across to the internet, porn is not available only in adult stores, but also in our homes, schools, work settings and public libraries.  Today sex has replaced health as the most often searched for topic on the internet.  This unfortunate situation is affecting our children as much as it is affecting adults.  Our children are spending more time on the internet every year, and they use it as their primary channel for staying in touch with friends, for doing homework, for playing games, and for shopping.  The majority of teens who are online have more than one email account and more than one online name, which they may use to try on different personalities or to compartmentalize their life.  A negative aspect of all of this is that 60% of online teens have been contacted by a total stranger, and 50% of teens with email/instant messaging have communicated with a stranger.  To round out this picture, experts agree that any exposure to pornography shapes a person’s attitudes, influences their decision making, and promotes unhealthy sexual expression.


What Can One Person Do?  There are a variety of things we can do to protect ourselves and those we love from the dangers of pornography.  Informed and Engaged Parents are the best prevention for a wide variety of problems, including pornography.  My prescription for all of us is that we consider the following actions.  Please share with me any other ideas you have.

· Pray for strength to resist worldly temptations, and lift up our children, their friends, their teachers and others in our prayers.

· Install an internet filter on your home computer.  Hold adults and children to the same zero tolerance policy.

· Locate your home computer in a high traffic area (so little privacy is available)

· Limit the time children have access to the internet.

· Develop a covenant with your children specifying expected behaviors and consequences (include a provision that allows spot checks into email accounts and instant messaging accounts/conversation).

· Encourage local schools and libraries to install internet filters.

· Work with other concerned Christians to encourage merchants to not market X-rated movies or hard or soft porn materials.


If you would like to discuss this or any other health topic, please see me.


We will be on the mission trip from 10-16 of June.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Outreach Committee

Heifer Sunday
The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.  June 17 will be the Sunday for this month!  

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need.


At present, we have received over $4,000 in donations toward the $5,000 that is needed to purchase a second ark.

Special envelopes are provided on these designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

John the Baptist

Sunday, June 24


We are now on the far side of the sun from Christmas and the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  In the Northern Hemisphere the days now begin to grow shorter as we celebrate the birth of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Messiah.  In comparing himself to Jesus.  John once said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  Though John was eager to see his own ministry eclipsed, Jesus honored John as being the greatest prophet.




Summer Choir


If you like to sing, but were unable to come to regular choir rehearsals, consider joining us for the summer.  The choir will meet at 9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary to rehearse an anthem for the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  Sing a Song Unto the Lord!

Special Days in June

3 June

The Holy Trinity

11 June

Barnabas, Apostle

24 June

John the Baptist

29 June

Peter and Paul, Apostles

AGO REGION IV CONVENTION

June 17-20, 2007

Make plans now to experience the beauty and the majesty of some of the South’s finest instruments.


These concerts are open to the public.
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LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!






Sunday, June 17, 7:30 p.m. Hymn Festival with David Arcus


First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta • 1328 Peachtree Street, NE, Atlanta





Monday, June 18, 8:00 p.m. Elizabeth & Raymond Chenault


All Saints’ Episcopal Church • 634 W. Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta





Tuesday, June 19, 8:00 p.m. Roberta Gary, Organist


St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church • 1790 LaVista Road, NE, Atlanta





Wednesday, June 20, 8:15 p.m. Mary Preston, Organist


Peachtree Road United Methodist Church • 3180 Peachtree Road, NW, Atlanta
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