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June/July 2006 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  ww.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JUNE/JULY

Sunday, Day of Pentecost, 4 June

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Sunday, The Holy Trinity, 11 June

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45

Sunday, 2 Pentecost, 18 June

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45

Sunday, 3 Pentecost, 25 June

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45

Sunday, 4 Pentecost, 2 July

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45

Sunday, 5 Pentecost, 9 July

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45

Sunday, 6 Pentecost, 16 July

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45

Sunday, 7 Pentecost, 23 July

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45

Sunday, 8 Pentecost, 30 July

Holy Communion at 8:15 and 10:30

Adult Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Rehearsal at 9:45
GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

June Birthdays

1
R.B. Helmey, Jr.

2
Pat Conley

5
Courtney Holden

20
Lloyd Meese

22
Andrew Stickell

26
Pat Stowers

28
Melody Ireton

Chris Oys


Doris McGreevy
Frances Byepu

29
Cate Sulek

30
Betty Hitz

July Birthdays

2
Jeff Axel

3
Dakota Benner    Virginia Dick

7
Tom Joiner

12
Carlton Joiner


17
Gayle Brooks
  Elizabeth Laughlin

20
Susan Durrence

24
Hilton Johnson

25
Frieda Joiner
Will Seybt, Jr.

Agnes Nelson
  Linda Cox

28
Susan Balsavage

30
Cathy Shirah

31
Alice Taylor

Facilities Calendar


As many activities are being planned using Living Grace’s facilities, please make sure you check the Facilities Calendar on the wall by the office before scheduling an event.  If you have any questions, please call the church office.  Thank you!

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through 30 April, was $84,823.91.  For the same period in 2005, we had received $84,109.06.  At the end of March, I had to report that our giving had fallen to 30% less than 2005 BUT in one month we have increased our giving to be .0085% above 2005.  I want to congratulate all the contributors of Living Grace for doing a great job when called upon.  We still have much to do to reach our budget, but if we keep working on it as we have over the month of April, I feel we are able to get there soon.  Our budgeted income for the first four months of 2006 is $115,753.00.


A complete outline of income and expenses for January and April 2006 is on the bulletin board for your review.

Coffee Hosts/Hostesses


It has been suggested that a sign up sheet be put up for the Sunday morning coffees.  There will be a place for those that are willing to serve as host and hostess in one column and a column for those who would be willing to provide refreshments.  Then anyone who wants to help with the refreshments can call the host or hostess and offer to provide some of the food.  There are those who do not feel that they can do the whole coffee hour, but are willing to help out.  This is how it was done at St. Michael’s and I think that it would work with us now that we will be having more people coming to the coffees.  Let’s give it a try.  Be sure to sign up for how you would be willing to help.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnals


The Council has authorized the purchase of 200 Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnals.  The ELW’s will be published in October and once we have them, will eliminate all the supplemental booklets we now use.  The publication price for the hymnals will be $20 each.  You will have the opportunity to contribute one or more “in memory of” or “in honor of” to help defray the costs.  An appropriate book plate will be placed in each hymnal so given.

Highlands Montessori School


The Highlands Montessori School would like to thank the Living Grace family for the opportunity you gave us in sharing in your facilities here during the past six plus years.  You gave us the ability to continue our growth from 1951; to bring to the children a religious environment; exposing many differnet cultures and faiths to your Christian setting; to have numerous family gatherings and acitivties here, and to enjoy the choir as their melodies drifted through the halls on some afternoons – all this was an added benefit to our school environment and our being here, and we thank you greatly!


The school administration and staff was blessed with the friendly and helpful relationships that were formed between the school and church; particularly people like Jan, Leanne, Sue and many others in our contacts, but especially so in Pastor Hardy; he greeted us warmly on a daily basis and was always available with immediate response to our questions, our concerns and on needs – it was to our comfort knowing he was in the building.


Because of Living Grace, HMS has had the opportunity to bring its Montessori philosophy and continuing growth to this neighborhood and we will go forward, as the church will, with faith and trust in God for our future whereever it may lead us.


We wish the best for Living Grace and its members in your beautiful new building and location, and your Christian gifts to the Tucker Community.

Anne Williams

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.
Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends
Members


Charlie Althafer; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Cynthia Outman; Joan “Jo” Richards; Evelyn Woosley; and Annabelle Wright. 

Family and Friends

Carol Balshan


Jane Simmons’s sister

Marian Seckinger


JoAnn Durrence’s sister

Marilyn Voorhees


Sister of Jerry Prunty

Lee Voorhees


Brother-in-law of Jerry Prunty

Jim Axel


Father of Jeff Axel

Barbara Tate


Sister of Norma Mackenzie

Cindy Hill and her sister Denise Bond


Friends of Philip Newton

Helen Cunningham


Mother of Margery Kellar

Joy Balser


Sister of Margery Kellar

Elda Patrick


Godmother of Margery Kellar

Anna Newman and Sherry Buchanan


Friends of Margery Kellar


Dave Cunefare

Brother of Ken and Uncle of Taylor and Erin

Carla Basile


Sister-in-law of Peggy Levengood

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Bill Holley


Friend of Jan Levengood

Growing in the Spiritual Life

A Conference for All God’s People

September 7-9, 2006

Peachtree Road UMC

Atlanta
$175.00 or $160.00 for 2 or more 

registering at the same time.

This is an exciting 3-day conference for people from all churches, denominations, or with no church affiliation.  

 . . .inspirational music, 

fresh ideas for developing spiritual practices 

and real community among the participants.  

If interested, please contact 

Patti Axel for a flyer and more information
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Falling into the 

Arms of God
Meditations with 

Teresa of Avila

A fourteen-week study of the writings of Teresa of Avila culminating in a weekend spiritual retreat.

If interested,  contact Patti Axel  

404-634-6884 or 

jpaxel@msn.com

Attend an

 informational meeting 

on 

Sunday, June 25 after the 10:30 service to discuss meeting times.
CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS FOR JUNE

PARISH NURSE

Each Tuesday and Friday, 10-2

S.M.I.L.E. GROUP

Saturday, 3 June, at 12 noon

COMMUNITY PRAYER AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL

with Northlake Church of Christ,

Saturday, 10 June, at 2 p.m., details to follow

SEW ’N SEWS

Monday, 12 June, at 10:00 a.m., at the church

QUILTING GROUP

Second Saturdays and Fourth Thursdays, at 9:00 a.m. at St. James Lutheran Church

BARNABAS BREAKFAST

Wednesdays, 7 a.m.

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSAL FOR 10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE

Every Sunday, at 9:45 a.m.

NEW MUSICAL ENSEMBLE

Sunday, 4 June, after the 10:30 a.m. service

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS FOR JULY

PARISH NURSE

Each Tuesday and Friday, 10-2

SEW ’N SEWS

Monday, 10 July, at 10:00 a.m., at the church

QUILTING GROUP

Second Saturdays and Fourth Thursdays, at 9:00 a.m. at St. James Lutheran Church

BARNABAS BREAKFAST

Wednesdays, 7 a.m.

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSAL FOR 10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE

Every Sunday, at 9:45 a.m.

DEADLINE FOR 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

23 JULY 2006

Health Ministry of Living Grace


God’s richest blessings on your summer months!  I hope you are able to spend time enjoying your loved ones and the beauties of summer.


This month I would like to address Childhood Obesity.  The problems associated with overweight children include emotional pain, social isolation, guilt, disease and disability.  Obesity refers to a weight more than 20% of normal weight.


How Serious is Childhood Obesity?


According to the U.S. Surgeon General,

· 22% of children aged 6-11 are overweight

· 24% of children aged 12-19 are overweight


Due to this overweight problem, our children are now showing signs of type 2 diabetes, formerly only a disease effecting middle-aged or older adults.  Our children are also experiencing high cholesterol and blood pressure 

· 14% of our youth report that they are engaged in no recent physical activity.


As you can imagine, many factors have contributed to the development of this serious problem.  Among the more common factors are increasing time spent on the computer, playing video games and watching television; high fat and high calorie snacks (most common consumed vegetables are French fries and ketchup!), ever increasing portion sizes (fast food portion sizes have tripled in the last 20 years) and dramatic increases in the amount of soda pop we consume.  These issues are certainly compounded by society-wide role of modeling of poor nutritional choices.


Okay, but What Can We Do at Home?

· Avoid trendy diet plans, and focus on avoiding foods high in sugar and fats, and reducing your portion sizes.

· Encourage eating for life, not for two-week weight goals.

· Don’t require children to “clean their plates,” and avoid always using food as a reward for accomplishment.

· Incorporate physical activity into children’s everyday schedule.

· Role model healthy food choices at home.

· Encourage groups to offer healthy foods at church and at social activities.

· Eat foods only in the kitchen or dining room, rather than in front of the TV or computer.


If I can be of any help to you or your family on this topic, or any health related topics, please contact me.  May our Great Physician richly bless and empower you and your loved ones.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News

Piece Maker’s
   In June, the quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Saturday June 10th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 N and Thursday June 22nd from 9:00 AM to 12:00 N.  

In July meetings will be held on Saturday July 8th from 9:00 AM – 12:00 N and on Thursday, July 27th from 9:00 AM – 12:00 N.

You may call Agnes Nelson if you would like to participate.  The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need.

Sew-N-Sews
This group that sews layettes for indigent families at DeKalb Medical Center will meet at the church from 10:00 AM to 12:00 N. on Monday June 12th and from 10:00 AM – 12:00 N, on Monday July 10th.  

If you would like to help you may call Joann Durrence.

Coming Events 

Heifer Sunday
Heifer International Sundays are Sunday June 18th and Sunday July 16th. Please consider a gift to this very worthwhile project!
Coffee Host/Hostess
Coffee Hosts and Hostesses are always needed to prepare for the Coffee Hour after the 10:30 Service.  You may sign up on the sheet provided in the Fellowship Hall.  Your help is needed.  If you are not sure of how to prepare, get in touch   with either Phyllis Prunty @770.237.9807 or Sue Benner @770.493.4044 to get the details!

Circles and Meeting Times

Anna Circle
Please call your Circle Leader for the date and time of the June and July meeting dates and times.

Dorcas Circle
Please call your Circle Leader for the date and time of the June and July meeting dates and times.

Miriam Circle
Please call your Circle Leader for the date and time of the June and July meeting dates and times.

Naomi Circle
Please call your Circle Leader for the date and time of the June and July meeting dates and times.

Future Cluster Meetings

Fall Meeting:
Will be at Messiah Church on Saturday October 14th, 2006.  Refreshments provided by Rock of Ages, decorations and favors by Living Grace.
Spring Meeting:
Will be at Living Grace Church on Saturday March 24th, 2007. Refreshments provided by Redeemer Church, decorations and favors by Trinity.

WELCA Convention
The WELCA Convention for 2006 will be held at the Baptist Retreat Center at Norman Park near Tifton Georgia on September 22nd-24th.  Details and registration information will soon be available.

Outreach Committee

Toco Hill Community Alliance
The Alliance continues to be in need of food for their food pantry.  Please remember those in need and bring your donations and put them in the box in the Narthex.  Items needed are: tuna, pasta, sauce, any canned foods and fruits, peanut butter, dry milk and other non-perishable foods.  

Your help is always greatly appreciated!

Tucker Celebration Day
The 2006 Tucker Celebration Day was Saturday, May 13th.  Volunteers staffed the Living Grace booth, gave out hundreds of bags of popcorn and chatted with many celebration day participants about our new facility and invited them to join us when we move in later this summer.

Sincere thanks to all the volunteers who staffed the booth and gave so generously of their time to help us announce the arrival of Living Grace to the Tucker area!!




Annual Flea Market

 Blood Drive and Hearing Tests
The annual festival was held on Saturday, May 20th 2006 from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

In addition to the variety of goods offered to visitors and the blood drive, a new service offered at the festival this year was an auditory professional who performed hearing tests. 

Over $800 was raised for the Outreach programs of Living Grace.  Thanks to all who volunteered their time to sort, price, sell and then to clean up afterward!

A very special thanks also, to former member Tom Haddock who graciously collected the leftovers for the FODAK charity, on very short notice!

Another offering to participants this year was the availability of refreshments provided by the Youth Group.  Their efforts raised over $100 for their mission trip to West Virginia! They also provided great help to the Flea Market sales effort throughout the day.

Remember to check our August Newsletter for a complete list of elementary, high school and college graduates!!




Parish Education News

Leave a Footprint in the life of a child…

Question:  How can an airplane fly without wings?

Answer:  It can’t

Question:  How can a car run without an engine?

Answer: It can’t

Question:  How can a church grow without a parish education program?

Answer:  IT CAN’T

Like wings on an airplane, and an engine for a car, Sunday School is essential to the growth of a church.  But, the Sunday school program can’t grow and thrive without volunteers.  I am sure that all of us remember our Sunday School teachers from when we were little.  I remember Mrs. Gruber during VBS helping us make fruit out of playdough, and hanging it from a tree branch to teach us about Fruits of the Spirit.  Mrs. Suhr bringing figs, dates and other food from bible times and teaching us about the land of Jesus.  I also remember David Benner holding class at the McDonald’s across the street, how better to get the attention of a bunch of teenagers!!  Come to think of it, he also brought Dunkin’ Donuts a lot.  

These were dedicated people who shared their time, talents, joy and knowledge and taught us something, whether we realized we were learning or not.  And even though that was a very long time ago (I won’t say exactly how long), I still remember their teaching and their caring about me and my education in the church.

We are working on an exciting curriculum planned for the coming school year and would love for you to be a part of it.  Look for more information in the coming weeks, but in the mean time…

Please prayerfully consider a role in the Parish Education department.

Sunday School Mission Statement

· Prepare our children to serve in God’s community

· Share God’s Word

· To teach Bible knowledge and build skills in using the Bible

· To apply that knowledge to life experiences

· To build lasting personal relationships within the church family.

· Enrich our children’s lives through the power of God’s wisdom and love
Ann-Margaret Holden


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2006

You’ll Go Bananas for Son Treasure Island!!

We’re excited about Living Grace’s 2006 Vacation Bible School to be held July 31 – August 4, 2006.  This year’s program is Son Treasure Island, a week of treasure-hunting adventure in the Caribbean Islands!  

Through their adventures, children will discover God’s Love is Giving, God’s Love is Kind, God’s Love is Caring, God’s Love is Forgiving and God’s Love is Forever!  We will have a great time with lively songs, hilarious skits, creative crafts, exciting games, thrilling Bible stories and tasty snacks – all of the things that make Vacation Bible School so much fun for children.  On top of that, we will be helping children learn about God’s amazing love.

Son Treasure Island can be an inspirational and educational adventure for your entire family.  Classes for children begin at 6:00 pm and end at 8:30 pm.

There will be a Volunteer Meeting July 11th after the 10:30 service in the Parish Hall.  Lunch will be provided, so come learn more about this exciting program, and how you can be involved.  Anyone can be a volunteer, not just those with children!  

Vacation Bible School Registration Begins July 9th.  Look for more information to come in the coming weeks.

Dates to remember

Volunteer Meeting – June 11, 2006 after the 10:30 service

VBS Registration Begins – July 9th
VBS 2006 Son Treasure Island 

July 31-August 4
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Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Day of Pentecost

4 June 2006


On Pentecost, the fiftieth day of Easter, the church prays that God would send forth the flame of the Holy Spirit and fill the church with an abundance of gifts needed to carry out its baptismal mission.  We pray that the Holy Spirit would lend fire to our words and strength to our witness.  We ask that God would send us forth to proclaim with boldness the wondrous work of raising Christ, who is our life and our hope.

The Holy Trinity

11 June 2006


The festival of the Holy trinity celebrates the mystery of God, both transcendent and immanent.  Though the nature of God is beyond our rational explanation, we ascribe glory to the one who is holy, whose glory fills the whole earth.  Christians are born of water and the Spirit, and when we make the sign of the cross, we remember our baptism in the name of the triune God.  Born anew in baptism and nourished at the Lord’s table, we now live as witnesses to God’s love for us and all the world.  

Senior Choir


The Senior Choir will not have Wednesday evening rehearsals during June, July and August.  However, the choir will be offering an anthem at the 10:30 a.m. worship service during these months.  They will be meeting at 9:45 a.m. in the nave to rehearse the anthem for that day.  If you like to sing but never had the time to come to weekly rehearsals, this is the time to join the choir.  We would love to have you.  For more information, please talk with a choir member or Ken Sass, Director of Music/Organist.



Junior Choir


The Junior Choir is on summer break.  Please see the bulletins in late July for the beginning of rehearsals for the new choir season.

A New Musical Ensemble


We had our informal meeting on Thursday, 18 May.  We will be meeting on Sunday, 4 June, after the 10:30 a.m. service for our first rehearsal.  All of you who would like to sing or play an instrument offering a variety of music for our worship services, please come join us and find out what we are all about.  For more information, please contact Leanne Beutler, Chair of Worship and Music or Ken Sass, Director of Music/Organist.

Community Prayer

Ice Cream Social


Our soon to be neighbors, Northlake Church of Christ has asked us if we would like to join them at our new site for prayer for our new ministry in Tucker.  Then afterwards, they have asked us to join them at their church down the street for an ice cream social.  So please mark your calendars for Saturday, 10 June, at 2:00 p.m., for this wonderful fellowship and welcome into the community.
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Special Days in June/July

4 June

Day of Pentecost

11 June

Holy Trinity

12 June

St. Barnabas, Apostle (transferred)

24 June

Nativity of St. John the Baptist

29 June

St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles

22 July

St. Mary Magdalene

25 July

St. James the Elder, Apostle

How to Plant Your Garden


First, you come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses. . . . 

· For the garden of your daily living,


Plant three rows of peas:

· Peace of mind

· Peace of heart

· Peace of soul

Plant four rows of squash:

· Squash gossip
· Squash indifference
· Squash grumbling
· Squash selfishness
Plant four rows of lettuce:

· Lettuce be faithful
· Lettuce be kind
· Lettuce be patient
· Lettuce really love one another
No garden is without turnips:

· Turnip for meetings
· Turnip for service
· Turnip to help one another
To conclude our garden we must have thyme:

· Thyme for each other
· Thyme for family
· Thyme for friends

Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  There is much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow.
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LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

2566 Briarcliff Road, NE

Atlanta, GA   30329-3111

Phone:  404/634-7505; Fax:  404/633-4339
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!
June/July 2006


