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January 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  ww.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Colours and Sound

Since the second week in Advent, worshippers at our church have noted the special banners that have been hanging on the side walls near the front of the church: blue for Advent and now white/gold for Christmas/Epiphany.  We have heard many favourable comments about these.  They do add a splash of colour to the church and emphasize the season in which we worship.  We now have a complete set – the two you have seen plus violet for Lent, another gold/white for Easter, red for Pentecost and festivals, green for Ordinary time, and two blue for baptism.  Soon these will be hung along the walls of the church and rotated to the front in the appropriate season.  They will be, however, serving a purpose beyond decoration.

In a few weeks, each banner will be hiding a special box filled with sound absorbing material to take the edge off the sound bounce in the worship space.  Though it has improved somewhat, we still wish to make some further adjustments and the use of the banners becomes an artful way of disguising ugly material.  It is also a cost-effective approach to the problem.  Estimates have ranged as high as $32,000 for add-on materials on the walls.  This approach will be under $2,400 for all materials and labour and will add attractive colour instead of industrial overlays.
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The boxes behind the banners will be constructed and installed by our own Andy Sulek.  When next you are in church, please take a moment to look at the outstanding risers that Andy built and installed for the choir behind the organ.

Memorial Garden

When our new church building was being planned, it was decided that we would have a special space on the grounds for a memorial park or garden where people could find a place of quiet rest and reflection.  It would also be a place where members who chose to be cremated could have their ashes or cremains interred, a kind of in-ground columbarium.  The stand of trees to the east of the building would be the foundation for this garden.

Work has now begun on the creation of this special space.  Jim Tuminella, a member of our congregation and a landscape architect, is working on the final design and Dot Beaver, also of our congregation and a landscaper, is doing the beginning work.  The garden will have paths that connect that area to the labyrinth, also a place of quiet contemplation, and that flow through the garden.  Shrubbery screens will provide a degree of privacy and benches will provide places of rest.  Continuing a name from the former St. Matthew Chapel, the garden is to be known as the David Michael Holden Memorial Garden.  A memorial stone from the former St. Michael’s Chapel will be placed in the design.  Already the special dogwood in memory of Jenny Collver at St. Michael’s has been relocated to the garden to be incorporated in the overall design.

The first interments have taken place.  On 27 December, in the presence of her family, the ashes of Peg Carmichael were interred.  In the first week of this new year, the remains of Dorrie Gruber and Eva Keep were translated from the garden at old St. Matthew to the new garden. (“Translation,” by the way, is the correct term for the relocation of the remains of saints.)  And Michael Worcester’s cremains have also been interred.  Each place will be marked by a bronze plaque mounted on a block of granite from St. Matthew.  The first of these bronze markers will be placed in mid-January when they arrive from the foundry.

It will take some time for the final design to be fully realized and some time for the plantings to grow and mature, but this special place of memory and rest is underway.

While writing of memorials, this is a good place to mention that all memorial plaques that adorned the walls at the former chapels have been saved and are in safekeeping.  The interior design committee along with the Council and building committee will be determining their eventual placement throughout the church.

Pastor Hardy

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY

Baptism of Our Lord, 7 January

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Wednesday, 10 January

Healing Service at 6:00 p.m.

Light supper at 5:00 p.m.

2 Epiphany, 14 January

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

3 Epiphany, 21 January

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

4 Epiphany, 28 January

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Lay Assistants

As we start a new calendar year, we are going to try to streamline some of our office procedures.  Eventually, the lay assistants will no longer receive a schedule and as of January 2007, the assistants will no longer get a reminder in the mail.  The schedules will be posted in the monthly newsletters and the board in the narthex.  It will be the responsibility of the assistants to take note of the schedules in the newsletters and listed publicly in the church.  The lectors will continue to receive copies of their readings.  Below are the schedules for January and the first Sunday of February.

Ushers

January 7


8:30 am – Jim Tuminella


10:30 am – Don Linnartz/Matthew Shull

January 14


8:30 am – David Benner


10:30 am – David and Lin Parker

January 21


8:30 am – Keith Siekierski

10:30 am – Stephen Arroyo/Harold Bowers

January 28


8:30 am – David Henninger


10:30 am – Jason Dick/Chip Combee

February 4


8:30 am – Tom Joiner


10:30 am – Walter Sobers/Ed Stowers

Acolytes

January 7 – Dakota Benner

January 14 – Erin Cunefare

January 21 – Cynthia Outman

January 28 – Olivia Kellar

February 4 – Melody Ireton


Service Assistants

January 7


8:30 am – Lector – Pat Searing



CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am –Lector – John Nelson




CA – Team 1

January 14


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am –Lector – Agnes Nelson




CA – Team 2

January 21


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am –Lector – Betty Bartling




CA – Team 3

January 23


8:30 am- Lector/CA – Missy Steubel


10:30 am- Lector – Ruth Cressman




CA – Team 4

February 4


8:30 am – Lector – Allison Bordnick-Stock




CA – Laurel Gunnels


10:30 am – Lector – Bitsy Marske




CA – Team 1

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler


Counters

January 7 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

January 14 – Pat and Lyn Conley

January 21 – Jim and Cynthia Outman

January 28 – Pat Stowers

February 4 – David and Lin Parker

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

January Birthdays

2
Peter Phan

3
Roy Vreeland
Annabelle Wright

6
Nita Helmey

7
Michael Hardy

12
Mackenzie Lionberger

Alice Adler

13
Nikki Ireton

14
David Parker

15
Margery Kellar

17
Johnny Levengood

19
Jean Lemonds

Karl Ireton


Ann-Margaret Holden

20
Duncan Shirah

24
Becky Frye
Dot Beaver

25
Alison Durrence

28
Matt Adler

Membership List


The membership list has been updated with all the members and their addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses.  Each family will get a membership list which will be in their mailboxes 7 January.  For any additions, deletions, and/or changes will be published in the monthly newsletters.  The members can then update their copy of their list.  To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through November 30 was $233,398.42.  For the same period in 2005 we had received $232,642.77.  We are now running a little ahead in our current giving compared to last year.

Our budgeted income for this eleven month period is $318,320.75.

Senior Social Group


Graceful Group Meeting (Seniors)

· Thursday, January 11, 2006

· Gathering time:  10:45 A.M.


There will be a donation basket at the door to help cover cost of the speaker.

· Program:  11:15 - Speaker/storyteller:  Walt Drake, on the history of Decatur

· Lunch:  12:00 NOON – Potluck – bring a friend and a dish to share

· RESERVATIONS:  Call or email JoAnn Durrence by Tuesday, January 9, 404-633-1833, durrence@comcast.net


It is extremely important that you make a reservation and tell JoAnn the category of dish you will be bringing.


Book and Magazine Exchange - We will have a table for books and magazines you no longer want but someone else might enjoy.  Bring your books and magazines and go home with different ones.  Early birds get first pick.

Note:  All leftover magazines will be recycled to the DeKalb recycling program.  Please take back your books if no one else picks them up.


Membership:  If you have not completed a membership form, please see Matt.  We need this for contact information, birthdays, and emergency contacts.


Looking forward to the February meeting where we will have the "white elephant" exchange.  Start looking for that "white elephant" that you no longer want but could be someone else's treasure. It is all in fun.  For example, Agnes Nelson, who suggested this told about a group where a blue girdle and a bedpan were passed around for several years.  Get the idea?

Finance Committee


The Finance Committee will be meeting on Wednesday, 10 January, at 7:00 p.m., at Living Grace in the Adult Education classroom.

Something to Think About


Chances are there are projects around the house that may need to be done, the new light fixture in the dining room, or what about that squeaking door.  If there is, give Franklin Benner a call.  Over the phone he may be able to help figure out what he can do for you, everything from a doorknob to a new deck.  Just give Franklin a call at 678/920-1167

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.
Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; June Crawford, Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Julien Lange; Cynthia Outman; Jerry Prunty; Joan “Jo” Richards; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Jim Lively


Friend of Leanne Beutler

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Judy Kissell


Mother-in-law of Matthew Parker

Bill Franke

Uncle of Margery Kellar

Ruth Cherry


Friend of Margery Kellar

Marvin Cherry


Friend of Margery Kellar

John Cox

Friend of Jim and Millie and Jeff and Patti Axel

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner

Ethan Patterson


Friend of the Chandlers

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley

Nancy Rocquemore

Friend of Darrell and Jane Simmons

Trees at Living Grace


Trees for the grounds of Living Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church have been given by:

Alice Rhodes Adler

Eight red crepe myrtles in Memory of her eight sisters:  Edith Ryder McKenzie, Anna Ryder, Catherine Ryder Roth, Helen Ryder, Susanna Ryder, Esther Ryder Upperman, Dorothy Ryder Flory, & Martha Ryder

Matt M. Adler

Flaming red maple in Memory of first wife, Marian Rose Adler 1923-2001

Ardelle Anderson

White dogwood in Memory of Herbert Hunter

Will & Shirley Arroyo

Old Glory Maple in Memory of Gloria L. Arroyo & Everett Virgil Carver

Jeff & Patti Axel

White Dogwood in Honor of Lauren and Ryan Axel

Carol Balshan, Jane Simmons, and Ellen New

Cherry Tree in Memory of Mary, Bernie, & Unkie Shirey

Carol Balshan, Jane Simmons, and Ellen New

Lavender crepe myrtle in Memory of  mother, Frances C. Webb

Betty Bartling

Dogwood Tree in Honor of Walter Bartling

Dot Beaver

Flowering Cherry Tree in Honor of Allen R. Beaver

David & Sue Benner

Dogwood Tree in Honor of Grandsons:

Glenn Tanner, Richard Rumble, and Dakota Benner

Joey & Janet Benson, Mark & Karen Porter, Ben & Barbara Tallman, and Ila Kopeschka

Two Kwanzan flowering cherry trees in Memory of Daughter Susan K. Roberts and Son Chipper Kopeschka

Charlette & Leanne Beutler


Pink Dogwood in Memory of Willard Beutler and White Dogwood In Honor of Travis David Beckler

Susan & Jim Brinkley


Two crepe myrtles in Honor of children and grandson, Lucas
Collver Family


Two cherry trees in Memory of Jenny Collver  and in Honor of Dutch and Doug Collver

The Conley Family



Cherry Tree to The Glory of God

Stephanie Cunefare



Cherry Tree in Memory of Jayne and Matthew Rossen

Esther Droege




Pink flowering dogwood for environmental enhancement

Merrill & JoAnn Durrence


Red dogwood in Memory of Louise Nelson and In honor of Avery & Isabel Balsavage and Aaron, Olivia & Alison Durrence

Michael Ely




Kwanzan flowering cherry in Memory of Gertrude Marie Ely

Pat & Stan Gere


in Memory of Col. Giles H. & Blanche D. Gere

Phyllis & Jim Gerke

White Dogwood in Memory of Jack Cassady

Two pink crepe myrtles in Memory of Joseph & Anna Jones and Alfred Gerke

Betty Hitz

Red Crepe Myrtle in Memory of Thomas Hitz

Kevin & Louise Iconis


Pink Crepe Myrtle in Honor of our parents and children

Danella J. Jones

Three Forsythia Bushes to the Glory of God

Jorkey



 donation toward trees

Lorraine Koeves

Lavender Crepe Myrtle in Honor of Victor Koeves

Beth Kroger

Lavender Crepe Myrtle in Memory of Meinert & Kay Grumm

Jo & Fred Kroger


Pink Crepe Mrytle in Memory of Jennifer Otis

Elizabeth Laughlin


Old Glory Maple in Memory of Donald B. Laughlin

Red Crepe Myrtle in honor of grandsons: Grant, Benjamin, Erich & Carl

Pink Dogwood in honor of Grace, Deborah, Valerie, Ruth, and all others who have showed love and care for me during my time of need.

Lavender Crepe Myrtle in honor of Matthew Shull who has made it possible for me to continue coming to church.

Jan & Johnny Levengood


Crepe Myrtle in Memory of Eva M. Keep

The Liberian Congregation

Lavendar Crepe Myrtle to the Glory of God

Don & Margie Linnartz


Red dogwood in honor of Cynthia Outman

Denise Ligget & Missy Streubel


Pink Dogwood in honor of friendship

Amanda Lohnaas



Lavender crepe mrytle in honor of Annabelle Wright

Mary Anne Long



Old Glory Maple in Memory of Frank Long

Doris McGreevy


White dogwood in Memory of mother, Elsie Word and Godmother Emilie Koster

Pink dogwood in honor of children:

Patricia, Eileen, Thomas, Brian, Dennis, Kevin and Mary

Pink dogwood in honor of grandchildren: 

Ryan, Kevin, Maureen, Sean, Kathleen, Fiona, and Colin

Lloyd & Wanda Meese


Flowering Cherry Tree in Memory of Jenny Collver

Pat & Ellen New


Crepe Myrtle in Memory of Virginia C New

Lin & David Parker


One white oak and 16 Leyland cyprus in honor of grandsons:  Preston Oys, and Owen & Henry Parker

Ruth Scott



Flowering cherry tree in Memory of Frank F. Scott

Catherine Shealy


Red dogwood in Memory of H. Franklin Shealy, Jr

Cathy, Tim, Duncan & Logan Shirah


Red dogwood in Memory of Tim’s mother, Martha Lene Shirah

James E. Simmons


Old Glory Maple in Memory of Chester C. Simmons and

In honor of Darrell A. Simmons and Doris P. Simmons

Jane Elizabeth Webb Simmons

Lavender Crepe Myrtle in Memory of Gerald E. Bledsoe, and In Honor of Carol Ann Webb Balshan and Frances Ellen Webb New

Darrell Simmons, Maurice Balshan and Pat New   

Cherry tree in Memory of mother-in-law Frances C. Webb

Ed & Pat Stowers


Flowering cherry tree in Memory of Helen & Ed Stowers, Sr., and Doris Frederick, and Jim Collins

Kim & Larry & Marissa Wall


Red crepe myrtles in Memory of our gardening ancestors

Annabelle Wright & Amanda Lohnaas
 

Pink dogwood in Memory of Martha Lohnaas

ELW Hymnals


We thank all who have contributed towards the cost of the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnals.

Will and Shirley Arroyo

In memory of Harry Rossoll; Pete & Edna Peterson; Mamie & Ensio Hanel; Jack & Mary Oetgen; and Willard & Ursula Pittman

Dot Beaver

In memory of Weaver and Davis Family and In honor of Beaver Family

Michael Bennett

In memory of Maurine Fletcher and In honor of PFC John Augustus Steele

Charlette Beutler

In honor of grandsons Jonathan Beckler, Matthew Beckler, and Kevin Cade; granddaughter Christy Cade; and great-grandson Travis Beckler.

Leanne Beutler

In honor of mother, Charlette; sisters, Laurel and Linda; brothers-in-law, William and Charles; great-nephew, Travis; and friends, Stephanie and Philip and In memory of father, Willard and grandparents.

Mary Boyd


In honor of her prayer pal, Phyllis Prunty

Karen Bramlet


In memory of Vernetta Bramlet

Collver Family

In memory of Jenny Elizabeth Collver and Molly Kathleen Collver and In honor of Dutch Collver and Douglas Collver

Patricia Conley


In honor of the Conley Family

JoAnn Durrence


In honor of Laurel Gunnels

Laurel Gunnels


In honor of Charlette Beutler

Sam & Lanny Henderson


In memory of Sammy Henderson

Patricia Searing/David Henninger

In memory of Gilbert Searing and Miles Henninger

Connie Holley

In honor of Doris McGreevy and in memory of Ed Holley

Evan Housworth

In memory of his parents and In honor of his two loyal helpers; Sarah Blackwell and Beverly Bailey

Stella Hurst


In honor of Jean Lemonds

Kevin and Louise Iconis


In memory of loved ones

Danella Jones


To the Glory of God

Lorraine Koeves

In honor of JoAnn Durrence and Victor Koeves

Jean Lemonds


In honor of her children and grandchildren

Jan Levengood


In honor of Lorraine Koeves

Don and Margie Linnartz


In memory of Margaret “Peg” Carmichael

Mary Anne Long

In honor of her prayer pal, Alice Adler and in memory of Frank Long

Walter and Norma Mackenzie

In memory of Alma and John Oliver and Dora Brandt

Doris McGreevy


To the Glory of God

Lloyd and Wanda Meese


In honor of Cynthia Outman

John and Agnes Nelson

In memory of her parents, Joe and Emma Vesely and his parents, Lester and Peg Nelson and In honor of David and Mark

Jim, Mary Jane, and Cynthia Outman

In memory of Boyd J. Outman, Sally R. Outman and B.F. McArthur

David and Lin Parker

In honor of their grandchildren, Preston, Henry and Owen

Cathy Shirah

In memory of Martha Lene Shirah and In honor of Lucy Haddock

Matthew Shull

In honor of his parents, Bruce and Shari Shull

Darrell and Jane Simmons

In memory of past family and friends, present families and friends and In honor of God’s love and grace

Edward and Patricia Stowers


In memory of Brandy Stowers

Jim Tuminella

In memory Sam and Joan Drake and In honor of Juanita R. Mitchell, Joshua R. Mitchell, Emilie Tuminella, and Liz Tuminella, and to the Glory of God

Larry and Kim Wall


In honor of their parents

Annabelle Wright


To the Glory of God

Thank Yous!


We wish to thank you for the generous gifts which the congregation gave us at Christmas.  The love and support of the congregation makes our ministries easy and exciting.

Pastor Hardy, Ken Sass, and Leanne Beutler


Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for the Christmas checks and gifts you all gave me.  The love and support of the congregation is the essence of health ministry.

Much love,

Jan Levengood


CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS FOR JANUARY

PARISH NURSE

Each Tuesday and Friday, 10-2

SEW ’N SEWS

Monday, 8 January, at 10:00 a.m., at the church

QUILTING GROUP

Second Saturdays and Fourth Thursdays, at 9:00 a.m., at St. James Lutheran Church

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

“SPIRITS’ REHEARSALS

Sundays at 12 noon and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS

Sundays, 12 noon – 12:30 p.m.

WELCA

Dorcas Circle – Tuesday, 9 January, at 10

Miriam Circle – Saturday, 27 January at 10

HEALING SERIVCE

Wednesday, 10 January, at 6:00 p.m.

Light supper at 5:00 p.m.

DEADLINE FOR 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

21 JANUARY 2007

Health Ministry of Living Grace

Blessings in the Name of our new born Savior, Jesus Christ!  As we begin this journey together into the New Year, I want to visit with you about another type of trek…. one to good health.  One of the best ways to protect and promote health is by staying active, and one really good way is to walk to Jerusalem by Easter! In case you think I have completely lost my mind, I will explain it to you in a moment.

There is ample scientific evidence to support that for most people, walking can be an excellent form of exercise.  It is simple, can be done alone or with other people, requires little equipment, and national health experts now recommend that we get a 30-minute brisk walk every day. A healthy diet and physical activity such as brisk walking can reduce the likelihood of experiencing some chronic diseases by 50 to 70%!  Without an intentional exercise program, most of us only take 4,000-6,000 steps per day. Additional steps are needed to improve our health and loose weight.

Now to the “Walk to Jerusalem”. Starting in January, let us get as many members as we can to walk the 6,445 miles from Tucker to Jerusalem (as the crow flies) by Easter. Our sister congregation, Nativity in Bethlehem, GA will be joining us. We will tabulate how many miles each person walks in a week.

We should be receiving 50 free pedometers from Catholic Charities this week, and each person who wants to start a walking program may have one. In addition to actual miles walked, we also will give 1 mile credit for each 20 minutes of aerobic activity,(swimming,basketball,tennis, etc) We will have a mileage sign up sheet.  Participants register their name on the mileage sign up sheet and then record their weekly miles every Sunday. Total miles will be tabulated every Tuesday, recorded in the Sunday bulletin and displayed on the Walk to Jerusalem display board.

Each week you will receive a packet containing weekly devotions and scriptures. If you decide to take a meditative walk, you will have something to which to refer.

It has been said, that the best health advice is to take all of our steps, no matter how large or small, hand in hand with the Lord.  We can improve our health by walking more, and also being aware of our “walk with the Lord”. 


With all of your steps, why not challenge yourself to intentionally recognize the power of the Lord along side you. If you have any questions, please contact me.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

We will have a Healing Service on Wed. 10th of January with a light supper at 5PM followed by the Service at 6PM.

There were a number of people who expressed a desire to attend a Yoga class led by Jill Kneuppel when we had our health fair. We will start classes on January 20th (Sat) at 2:00PM at Living Grace and meet for six weeks (last class day Feb. 24). When you come, bring a yoga mat, a pillow or yoga block and a strap or ugly necktie. You will need to sign a release at the first session and pay a six week session fee of $60.00.  If you cannot make all six weeks of class, the cost for drop-in single classes is $15.00 per class. If you have any questions, e-mail Jill at wellbeing@bellsouth.net or contact me. Hope to see a number of you in January!!  

Outreach Committee

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for            Homeless Women

For the 22nd consecutive year, Living Grace is participating in staffing the shelter for two weeks.  Our first week was from Wednesday November 15th through Tuesday November 21st.

Our next week is from Sunday January 7th through Saturday January 13th.   As of this writing, volunteers are needed for the evenings of Wednesday January 10th and Thursday January 11th.  

See if you can clear your calendar for one of those nights.  Your one night of service means so much for the women who are working so hard to become independent, once again. 

David and Sue Benner serve as coordinators for this project.  Call them @770.493.4044 or speak to them at any time for additional information.

Med - Share

Saturday, January 13th, is the next opportunity available for volunteers to help sort medical supplies that are then provided to many deserving groups who desperately need these very valuable medical resources.

In addition to this date, please mark your calendars for the following additional dates that Living Grace will be participating in this project:

Saturday - March 10, 2007

Saturday – May 12, 2007

Contact Don Linnartz @770.455.6060 to volunteer.

Lutheran Services of Georgia: Hockey Night in Georgia

You are invited to enjoy a night watching the exciting Gwinnett Gladiators host the visiting Alaska Aces on Saturday night, February 3rd.

$4 of the first 200 tickets sold will be supplemented by the Gwinnett County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to benefit Lutheran Services of Georgia.

Order forms are available at the usher’s desk.   


Catch the Spirit 2007
 “Recapturing the Spirit”

“Because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen…”

II Corinthians 4:18a

Keynote Speaker: Pastor Scott J. Suskovic, Senior Pastor, Christ Lutheran Church in Charlotte a large suburban congregation with worship attendance of 1,150 in three worship services; traditional and contemporary. 

Catch the Spirit is held February 9th and 10th, 2007 at Christ the King Lutheran Church, 5575 Peachtree Parkway, Norcross, Georgia 30092 - 770-449-1211.  

Price of attendance includes snacks and lunch on Saturday.

$25.00 per person if postmarked by Jan 31, 2007.  

$30.00 at the door.

Registration information booklets are being prepared and will be ready for mailing soon.  Online registration will be available on the Christ the King website, www.ctklutheran.org, shortly.

Questions? Contact The Rev Landa Larson (770) 449-1211 x105.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News
Global Education and Advocacy Mission Seminar Trip to India

On February 15, 2007, two young women from the Southeastern Synod, Lisa Hamm and Louise Brooks, will embark on a twelve-day mission trip to India.  The purpose of this mission trip will be to enable those participating to immerse themselves in the realities faced by women in India today.  During this trip women from the United States, Hong Kong, Singapore and Japan will strive to get a better understanding of the plight of an Indian woman.  

The world of these women means an existence of living in an environment of a 36% literacy rate; the reality of children being sold into prostitution and biggest risk of a woman getting aids can be from getting married.  Having experienced these challenges, the women participating in this mission trip will seek to build relationships with the women of India, share the Gospel of Jesus and find ways to advocate for them when they return to their respective countries.

It will cost approximately $7,500 to send Lisa and Louise on this mission trip.  Both young ladies, being college students, need your help to finance their trip. One of the ways you can support these young women is to consider financing an hour or more of their trip expenses.  The mission will last for 12 days or a total of 288 hours.  This equates to a cost of approximately $26 per hour for both young women.


A donation of $26 will provide the cost of one hour of this mission trip.  A donation of $624 would pay for a full day.  Your generous donation, for whatever part of a day you can afford, will ensure that both Lisa and Louise will be able to participate in this most important mission effort.

In addition to your financial support, Lisa and Louise earnestly ask for your prayers to support them to be successful in this mission trip of education and understanding.

Please make your checks for support payable to:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

   
For: India Seminar 

You may place your checks in the offering plate or give them to Louise Iconis or Sue Benner.

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Epiphany of Our Lord


The Epiphany of Our Lord brings the twelve days of Christmas to an end and begins a season that will focus on God’s revelation in Jesus.  The day is filled with surprises, mysterious visitors, and exotic gifts.  God’s story leads us through unexpected twists and turns, and the mission of God’s people introduces us to faith partners we have never expected.

Senior Choir


We welcome all singers who love to sing to come join the Senior Choir.  We rehearse on Wednesdays, from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  We sing at the 10:30 a.m. worship service, with a 10:00 a.m. warm-up.  If interested, please speak with a choir member or Ken Sass, Director of Music.

Junior Choir


The Junior Choir has weekly rehearsals after the 10:30 worship service.  We welcome all children from first grade through eighth grade.  We would like the Junior Choir to sing for the worship services once a month.  Our attendance for the past three months has been a little low.  We encourage all children to come and try out the choir.  For more information, please talk with Leanne Beutler, Director.

Handbell Choir


Some members have asked, “Where is the handbell choir?”  The choir went on a little hiatus as we moved into the new Sanctuary.  We would like to start having rehearsals for the handbell choir starting in February so we can play for Easter and the Easter season.  If you are interested, please leave your name in the church office or email Leanne Beutler, Director, at Lbeutler@aol.com and let us know if evenings during the week or Saturday or Sunday afternoons would be better for rehearsal time.

Junior Chime Choir


We would like to start a Junior Chime Choir.  We are looking for any children in the age group of 6 through 15 years of age that would like to learn how to play chimes.  


If your child/children would be interested in joining this choir, please let Leanne Beutler, Director, know by sending an email to Lbeutler@aol.com giving the name of your child/children and what times would be good for rehearsals, evenings during the week or Saturday or Sunday afternoons.

Special Days in January

1 January

Name of Jesus

6 January

Epiphany of Our Lord

7 January

Baptism of Our Lord

18 January

Confession of Peter

25 January

Conversion of Paul

18 January through 25 January

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
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