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Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Ash Wednesday

17 February 2010

12 noon Service with Imposition of Ashes
7:30 p.m. Service with Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion

Midweek Lenten Services – Luther’s Catechisms

12 noon on Wednesdays

24 February, 3, 10, 17, and 24 March 2010

Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, 28 February 2010

after the 10:30 a.m. service

Lay Assistants

Sunday, 7 February 

Ushers



8:30 – Keith Siekierski


10:30 – Harold Bowers/Ed Kennedy


Lectors



8:30 – Missy Streubel

10:30 – Jason Eklund


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Missy Streubel

10:30 – Team 1


Acolyte


10:30 – James Cressman


Greeters


10:30 – John and Agnes Nelson


Counters


Pat Stowers/Dot Beaver

Sunday, 14 February 

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Ushers



8:30 – Jim Tuminella

10:30 – Merrill and Jo Ann Durrence


Lectors



8:30 – David Benner

10:30 – Jan Levengood


Communion Assistants
8:30 – David Benner

10:30 – Team 5


Acolyte


10:30 – Erin Cunefare


Greeters


10:30 – John and Margaret Holden


Counters


David and Lin Parker

Wednesday 17 February

Ash Wednesday (7:30 p.m.)

Ushers



John and Agnes Nelson


Lector



Stephanie Cunefare


Communion Assistants
Leanne Beutler

Carol Ireton

David Guptill

Sunday, 21 February

Ushers



8:30 – David Benner


10:30 – Cate Sulek/Paul Lefebvre


Lectors



8:30 – Michael Hardy


10:30 – Stephanie Cunefare


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Jan Levengood

10:30 – Team 3


Acolyte


10:30 – Abi Akamo


Greeters


10:30 – Merrill and Jo Ann Durrence


Counters


Leanne Beutler

Sunday, 28 February

Ushers



8:30 – Michael Hardy


10:30 – Will Arroyo/Walter Sobers


Lectors



8:30 – Jim Tuminella


10:30 – Jim Outman


Communion Assistants
8:30 – Leanne Beutler

10:30 – Team 2


Acolyte


10:30 – Deji (Michael) Akamo

Greeters


10:30 – Steve and Cindy Nelson


Counters


Jim and Cynthia Outman

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Paul Lefebvre

Team 5 =
Lynn Lefebvre – Captain




Stephanie Rhodes




Carolyn Davis

Team 6 =
Jason Eklund – Captain




David Guptill




Leanne Beutler

Floaters/Substitutes –Taylor Cunefare; Leanne Beutler

If you wish to serve as a Lector or Communion Assistant, please contact Margery Kellar at margerykellar@comcast.net and she will be happy to place you on the rotation and prior to your first reading or assisting, you will be trained.

If you wish to be an usher, please contact Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com and she will be happy to put you on the schedule.

If you wish to be a counter, please contact Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com and she will be happy to put you on the schedule.

General News and Notes

February Birthdays

9
Walter Sobers

Lisa Conley

11
Avery Balsavage

12
Mary Jane Outman

13
Allison Combee

18
Jim Brinkley

20
Meridith Oys

24
Henry Melchionda

25
Craig Chandler
Jason Eklund

28
Leigh Chandler
Stuart Holden
Newsletter Articles

To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Distribution

The newsletter is being received electronically via email to members of those who requested it.  We will continue to print the newsletter and place them in the mailboxes in the narthex but we strongly encourage you that if you have an email address, you receive your newsletter electronically.  This will save costs on paper, the copier costs and the time in collating the hard copy of the newsletter.

At any time, you wish to receive this newsletter via electronically please inform Stephanie Cunefare, sacunefare@hotmail.com or Leanne Beutler, Lbeutler@aol.com.

Book of Faith Bible Studies

Led by

Pastor Hardy

Romans

Wednesdays: 
February 3rd  and 10th @ 10:30 AM

Thursdays:
February 4th, 11th @ 7:00 PM

Fridays:
February 5th and 12th @   1:30 PM

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Healing Services: A New Approach

For some time now we have tried several different forms of worship experiences to make our healing services both meaningful and practical.  Entirely separate services with a meal included worked for a short time.  Stand alone meal-less services also worked for a short time.  Inclusion in the main service was also tried but with limited appreciation.  Of late, we have simply celebrated this aspect of worship as an after-service moment, but, again, with limited success.

We wish to introduce a new approach, one which we think will incorporate the healing service seamlessly into the main service.  Two prayer stations will be set towards the rear of the nave, one on either side and each attended by a worship assistant.  Persons desiring a word of prayer for healing and anointing may, as they return down either side aisle from receiving communion, stop at either station for that prayer.  When completed, they simply return to their seats.

The plan is to begin implementing this on the first Sunday in March, the 7th.  If it meets with acceptance, it will become a regular feature of the 10:30 service the first Sunday of each month.

Graceful Group Monthly Meeting

The Graceful Group will hold it’s next meeting on Thursday, February 11.  Come join us for a potluck lunch (main dish, salad, vegetable, or dessert) at 11:30 a.m.  Invite your friends to join our group.

Entertainment will be the “Terpsichore Dance Project” and their own “Frank Sinatra”.  This is a group of dancers and a singer.

Please make your reservation by calling or emailing JoAnne Durrence by Tuesday, February 9 if you plan to attend  (404-633-1833 or email gmdurrence@bellsouth.net).

We are always in need of helpers for table set up and clean up. Let us know if you can assist us in this way.

We will again have a table for books and magazines that you are willing to donate for someone else’s enjoyment.  You may read a book or magazine and bring it back for someone else to enjoy next month.  Unclaimed magazines will always be given to the DeKalb recycling program.

Mark February 11 on your calendar and join us for a great time of food and fellowship.

Help Wanted Ads:

YOUTH CHAIRPERSON(S)

JOB DESCRIPTION:  Plans, instructs, and leads Living Grace youth in a variety of activities to build confidence and promote spiritual, physical, mental, and social development. Demonstrates basic skills, safety precautions, and other techniques to prepare the youth for activities. Arranges for provisions, such as transportation, food, and equipment. May handle small amounts of money.

QUALIFICATIONS:  Our ideal candidate will have good communication skills, a strong sense of accountability, and at least one year of experience working with teens.

BENEFITS:  The satisfaction of being in service, leading, and having fun while getting to know our youth and parents.

APPLYING FOR THIS POSITION:  Please submit your resume to the church office.

NURSERY WORKER

JOB DESCRIPTION:  To take care of our little ones during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  Hours from 10:15 a.m. to 12 noon or until the last child is picked up.

QUALIFICATIONS:  Needs to have good skills in caring for young children from infants to 5 years old.  

SALARY/BENEFITS:  Salary is $25. per week with two Sundays of paid vacation and one Sunday of paid sick in the term of one year.  Vacation and sick leave will not be carried over to the next year.

APPLY:  Please submit your resume to the church office.

As we wait patiently for a resume from a possible candidate, Virginia Dick will be contacting all the parents of young children asking them to take a turn in keeping the nursery.  Basically, either staying in the nursery themselves or making sure that the nursery has a sitter for the “young saints” of our congregation.

Thank You

Thank you all for your cards, calls, visits, flowers and especially your prayers that were answered.  God is good. After 47 years at Saint Matthew/Living Grace I will miss you all as I move to Texas.  God Bless you.

Lorraine Koeves

Habima Theater

Cynthia Outman wants everyone to know that this year’s Habima Theater production will be, Disco Inferno, and that tickets go on sale February 9th.  The box office phone number is 678-812-4002.  The play opens Wednesday evening the 24th of March, and there are performances Thursday evening, Saturday evening, and two shows on Sunday the 28th.  The performances typically sell out, so call to get your reserved seat tickets.  A notice will be placed on the bulletin board in the narthex

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY

7 FEBRUARY 2010
Souper Bowl Sunday is here again!!  Baltimore Colts VS New Orleans Saints, what is your pick??  We have another team to help cheer on and that is our own LGLC Youth Group and funding the 2010 Mission Trip for Habitat for Humanity.  The kids will be banging pots after each service on Sunday, 7 February looking for pocket change.  Please give generously; otherwise they won’t stop making all that NOISE.

Council Meeting Minutes

12 January 2010

The meeting was called to order by Lin Parker at 7:01pm.

Attendance:  Meredith Collver, Mike Collver, Mike Ely, Jerry Chappell, Dot Beaver, Chris Keller, Lin Parker, David Hardy, Steph Cunefare, Carolyn Davis, Andy Sulek, Karen Bramlet, Jan Levengood.

Devotions:  In Missy’s absence we took turns discussing any New Year’s Resolutions that might affect us as it relates to church.

Minutes:  Approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report: Mike Collver.  We were able to pay all expenses and 6 ½ months of mortgage in 2009 with our regular offerings.  All bills are current.  Report accepted as presented.

Capital Campaign Report:  Ruth Scott absent.  No Report.

Pastor’s Report:  David Hardy. Book of Faith has begun again.  Topic is the book of Romans.  It has a good turn out.  One baptism-Aaron Patrick Combee.  We have potentially 4-5 families to join.  They have been attending regularly.

NEW BUSINESS

· February 28-Annual Meeting.  Hospitality Committee will provide direction on a meal.  The committee has been notified of this need.

· Committee Reports are due electronically to Leanne by 24 January for the Annual Meeting packet for the members.

2010 Budget Presentation: Jerry Chappell.  Mortgage payments will now come from the Building Fund account not from the general (regular) budget.  The Finance Committee will meet quarterly to review the progress of the budget and make necessary adjustments.  

Chris Keller made a motion to ACCEPT the 2010 Budget that was presented by Jerry Chappell for the Finance Committee.  Karen Bramlet seconded the motion.  No discussion.  Motion to ACCEPT was passed unanimously.  

Mortgage Reduction Fund Campaign (MRF):  Lin Parker.  Letters were sent to the congregation describing the project to have a special fund to pay off the mortgage.  Pledge cards will be developed and distributed.  Collection date for the cards will likely be at the annual meeting.  

Council Nominations Committee: Lin Parker.  Five names have been chosen.  Lin will contact these persons to discuss serving on the Council.  Only 2 persons will be needed.  Dot Beaver and Chris Keller have agreed to remain.  Andy Sulek and Lin Parker will not continue.

5th Sunday Hospitality: Steph Cunefare.  We have four 5th Sunday’s for 2010.  All dates have been volunteered for at this time.  


31 January-Youth Pancake Brunch (Youth group) Mission Trip Fundraiser.


30 May-Parish Education. VBS kick-off.  Never-ending salad bar.


29 August-Outreach 


31 October-Homecoming/Pig Roast. Discussion at a later meeting to confirm.

Sunday Morning Announcements:  Ruth Scott as presented by Lin Parker.  It has come to our attention that there are far too many morning announcements that may or may not be necessary.  Chris Keller made a motion that Pastor Hardy will draft a motion to present to council to discuss the subject of announcements at the beginning of the service.  2nd by Dot Beaver. Vote: unanimously yes.  

SPECIAL NOTE:  “A Policy on Announcements and Sales Goods” was developed, distributed electronically to Council Members on 14 January 2010.  Council members have voted electronically to accept this new policy.  

Flower Expenses:  Dot Beaver.  A concern was made about the billing procedures of Josh our flower supplier.  In order for our budget to work better we need a more regular schedule of billing from Josh.  Chris Keller made a motion for Pastor and Lin to discuss with Leanne about correcting the billing issue.  Dot 2nd the motion. Vote: unanimously yes. 

On-Going & Old Business:

· A request was made for the current Council to sit at a head table during the Annual Meeting.

· Order for the Annual Meeting will be to present nominations, budget, then committee reports.

· A DVD presentation in Pastor’s office will follow the close of the meeting.  The DVD is about fundraising for mortgage payments.

Carolyn Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Chris Keller 2nd the motion.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20pm.

Next Council Meeting:  9 February.

Respectfully submitted, 

Steph Cunefare (for Missy’s absence) 

Guidelines for Prayer Requests

Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends
Members

Bill Conley; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Lorraine Koeves; Fred Kroger; Julien Lange; Ree Lionberger; Debra Melchionda; and Linda Tuminella

Helen Cunningham

Mother of Margery Kellar

Alex Markert

Nephew of Linda Tuminella

Juanita Mitchell

Mother of Linda Tuminella
Anne Cressman

Mother of Marlene Hardy

MaryAnn Sweeney

Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Ursula Booch

Friend of Connie Holley
Marietta Sandidge

Mother of Jo Kroger

Barbara Marsh

Friend of Jan Levengood

Lib and Joe Hale

Friends of Connie Holley

Mary Mildred McArthur

Mother of Mary Jane Outman

Rosemary Stewart

Friend of Tom Bellamy

Sarah Jane

Sister of Tom Bellamy

Wynn Franke

Cousin of Margery Kellar

Max Carroll

Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Steve

Friend of Missy Streubel

Anita Reed

Friend of Jan Levengood

John Dilg

Friend of Cate Sulek

Father George Choyce

Friend of Leanne Beutler

Tom McGreevy

Husband of Doris McGreevy

Dale Garner

Friend of David and Sue Benner

Members in Armed Forces

Capt. Matthew Hardy, SC 1-41FA, 3ID - Iraq

Son of Pastor and Marlene Hardy

1st. Lt. Curtis Nelson, ACO2-3-AVN – Afghanistan

Son of Steve and Cindy Nelson

Health Ministry

“Long life to you!  Good health to you and your household!  And good health to all that is yours!”  1 Samuel 25:6 NIV

In February we often observe the beginning of Lent, Valentine’s Day and heart Month.  This month I would like to write to you about men’s health.

Men can live healthier, longer lives just by knowing their health threats and how to work through those risks.  Statistics show that heart disease is the number one threat with cancer, injuries, stroke, COPD (respiratory disease), diabetes, flu, suicide, kidney disease, and Alzheimer’s making up the top ten.  By listening to your body and adopting good lifestyle habits, you can decrease your risk for life-threatening health issues.  Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in U.S. men.  Early detection is critical.  Over time, the prostate gland may increase in size and place pressure on the urethra causing restriction in the flow of urine.  The enlargement can start when men are in their late 40’s and may or may not be related to cancer.  All men over 40 years of age should have a physician examine their prostate every year, and after age 50, many doctors recommend also having a PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) blood test each year.  A healthy, balanced diet will greatly reduce the risk for five of the top ten threats:  heart disease, cancer, stroke, diabetes, and kidney disease.  Fruits, vegetables, and whole grains are heart healthy selections and can fight some cancers as well.  They also help maintain a healthy weight that is necessary for the prevention of diabetes and kidney failure that is a complication of diabetes and high blood pressure.

Risky behavior can cut a man’s life short and is easily preventable.  Accidents from automobiles, falls, and the use of chemicals can be fatal or seriously debilitating so wear seat belts, drive safely, use chemicals in a well ventilated area, and use ladders carefully.  Also lose the smoking habit as it increases your risk of heart disease, cancer, and complications with respiratory disease and diabetes.

The three remaining threats:  flu, suicide and Alzheimers can be decreased by being proactive, eating right, and avoiding risky behavior.  Exercise, get an annual flu shot, don’t smoke, and eat a healthy diet to prevent illness and stimulate your brain.  Avoid falls which have an apparent link to Alzheimers, and avoid addictions to prevent suicides and self-harm.

Know your body, listen to its needs, and see your physician when things do not seem right.  Your families want a future with you so look at life and see what can be changed.  A few simple adjustments can give you better health and longer life.
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Upcoming events:

Wear red on Sunday, 14 February for heart month.

Join the LGLC team for the hunger walk on Sunday, 14 March.  There are brochures and envelopes for collecting money on a table in the narthex.  For online registration you can send people directly to http://acfb.convio.net/hw_lutheran.  This will take them to the site where people can register, join or create a team and/or donate.  You can use this link to email your friends or post status update on social networking sites like FACEBOOK.  Your congregation can receive a food grant from the funds you raise!  If your congregation has a food pantry, ministry or supports a local food bank, a portion of the funds you raise can go towards it!  Our benefiting partner is Lutheran Services of GA.

We will be having a Safe Driving Course here in the fellowship hall in May.  Jerry Lee will be teaching again and we will meet 20 and 21 May, from 10 am to 2:30 pm.  Bring a bag lunch.

The Memorial Service for Jim Axel will be held at Living Grace on Sunday, 14 February, at 3:00 pm.  Reception to follow.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) News

Living Grace Women of the ELCA 

General Meeting 

All women are cordially invited to attend the Women of the Church General Meeting on Saturday, February 13th, 2010 at 12:00 Noon at the church.  The Anna Circle will be our hostesses providing drinks, desserts and the program.  Please bring the covered dish of your choice and join us!

Sew-N-Sews-Book Bag Ladies

The Sew-N-Sews and the Book Bag Ladies next scheduled meeting is Monday  February 8th , 2010 from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the church.

The layettes made are not only used for indigent families, but are also used for children going into the Foster  Care  Program. Book bags are sewn, filled with supplies  and donated to Lutheran World Relief.

You may call   JoAnn Durrence @404.633.1833 or Sue Benner @ 770.493.4044 to find out additional information on how you can help.

Piece Maker’s

The quilting group will meet at St. James Church on Thursday February 4th, Thursday February 25th and on Saturday February 13th  - 9:00AM to 12:00N. 

The quilts are made and sent to Lutheran World Relief for distribution to those in need around the world.

You may call Agnes Nelson @770.458.3473 if you would like to participate.  

Prison Ministries

Books …Greeting Cards!

Remember that we are now able to accept both paperback and hardback books for stocking the prison libraries.

We are also collecting Birthday Cards, Valentine Cards, Easter Cards, note cards and greeting cards for all occasions so that the women can send their personal greetings to family members and friends.

Your donations for both programs can be placed in the designated box in the Narthex.   

Judy Knapp  of  Rock  of  Ages Lutheran Church, Stone Mountain, is the Clinical  Chaplin  at Pulaski State  Women's Prison in Hawkinsville, GA.  

Church Women United

On Friday, January 15th Church Women United held their Annual Meeting at Decatur First Methodist Church. Officers were elected and installed for the coming year. Grace Crary from Messiah Lutheran Church was elected to serve another two year term as President.  Viola Main and Sue Benner, Keywoman, represented Living Grace.

	Redeemer Lutheran Church
 Atlanta, Georgia
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 [image: image6.png]


Keynote Speaker: Dave Stark 
 Executive Director, Changing Church
David Stark currently divides his time in two ways; as a business consultant and President of BusinessKeys Int.; and as the Executive Director of the Changing Church at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville, Minnesota. He is the author of Christ-Based Leadership; co-author of four books, LifeKeys, Life Directions, Growing People through Small Groups, and a business book entitled Working with Purpose.  He is also the principle author on a series of small group training manuals entitled: People Together: the Next Generation of Small Group Ministry. David holds a B.A. in Biology and Chemistry from Claremont Men’s College and a Master’s of Divinity degree from Princeton Theological Seminary. Dave’s passion and commitment is to catalyze churches to engage the communities around them with the Kingdom and the Gospel.
He and his family reside in Minneapolis, Minnesota

February 5 & 6, 2010




Outreach Committee

Shearith Israel Night Shelter for Homeless Women

A total of 16 women have been served this year, to date.  The shelter is currently at its capacity of 13 residents.

Our twenty-sixth year of operations is going well!  There are still several nights open in February and March, just waiting to have someone volunteer!

Please consider setting aside just one night this February or March so that you can help us provide security and comfort for women without a home.

Call Sue or David Benner@ 770.493.4044 or email@dobenner@yahoo.com to volunteer.
NETWorks

Thanks to all who have so generously donated food items to the food pantry. The need continues for donations. You may place your non-perishable food items in the designated box in the Narthex. 

There is an opening for a volunteer to work in the administrative office on the fourth Monday of each month, 1:00PM to 4:00PM.  Please contact Sue Benner, suembenner@yahoo.com  or 770.493.4044. The NETWorks office is located at Tucker First Baptist Church.
Heifer Sunday

The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.  February 21st will be the next designated date for donations.

Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries.  Heifer International puts faith into action with its time proven principal of "passing on the gift".  Every family who receives livestock agrees to pass on one or more of its animal's offspring to another neighbor in need.
Special envelopes are provided on these   designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  

Samaritan's Purse

Operation Christmas Child

Thanks to all who contributed to the Samaritan's Purse Project. Your donations, in the amount of $7.50 or more to provide for the shipping costs of the boxes are greatly appreciated.  

You may still donate to this project through the end of February.  You may make your check out to Living Grace Lutheran Church with a notation for Samaritan's Purse Project.

Parish Education/Youth

January was a wonderful beginning to 2010 for Parish Education!  The Parish Education Committee has chosen dates and a theme for Vacation Bible School.  The dates for VBS are June 21-25.  The theme is entitled “Baobab Blast” from the Augsburg Fortress Publishing House (ELCA).  “What is a baobab?  A baobab is a gigantic tree found in Africa that creates its own ecosystem by providing basic life needs like leaves, nectar, fruit, and bark for many different creatures.  The baobab tree serves as a meeting place for many people to gather, discuss, and share stories.

“Baobab Blast” is an opportunity for children and youth to be a part of something extraordinary!

Please continue to donate brown paper (to be used during VBS), to be left in the Youth Sunday School classroom.

Dates to remember:  

7 February – Parish Education Meeting, immediately following the 10:30 service, in the fellowship hall.

27 February – Atlanta Community Food Bank Youth Outing along with St. John Lutheran’s Youth.  9 am – Noon (Contact Steph Cunefare for details).

Thank you for your donations and support.
Cathy Shirah and Stephanie Rhodes

Co-Directors, Parish Education

Stewardship

In a recent article in The Eastern Synod Lutheran, Bishop Michael of the Toronto, Canada Lutheran Synod, wrote on the topic of stewardship, discipline, love and thanksgiving.  His article ties very well into St. Paul’s teachings in the New Testament that we are the body of Christ, and individually, indispensable members of the body of Christ.  As a portion of stewardship, Bishop Michael exhorts us as follows:


a)
that we need to learn the discipline of thanksgiving, and that thanksgiving is the heart of Christian life.  We should be ever mindful, and thankful, of God’s grace to us, and be willing to share those gifts with other members of the body of Christ, as each of us is able;


b)
that we need to learn the discipline of letting go.  Anything that becomes an idol, for example:  our sense of security, property, or accumulated assets, which we feel are truly ours, and not gifts from our Heavenly Father, need to be rethought and reexamined.  Christ has admonished us, in Matthew, that “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

The use of our property, moneys, or accumulated assets, in a sharing and Christian ministry, is a true indication of our spiritual health.  Again, we need to be mindful that we are each members of the body of Christ, and individually, indispensable members of the Church;


c)
that we need to work at practicing the discipline of generosity.  Unless we contribute selflessly to the well being of the church, it is unlikely that we will experience a full and robust spiritual life.

All of the above principles promote spiritual well being, rather than simply a means of supporting a church institution.  As noted in Corinthians, of the heavenly gifts of faith, hope, and charity, the greatest of these gifts is charity, which promotes the spiritual health of the giver, and the spiritual health of the congregation.  You are, in fact, an invaluable member of Living Grace, and an indispensable member of the body of Christ.  

May we all consider the above disciplines as we begin the new year, and may all of our actions reflect our Baptismal promise:

“May your light shine before others that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father in Heaven.”

Will Arroyo, Co-Chair

Stewardship Committee

Worship and Music 


Living Out Our Baptism

Images of the Season

Ash Wednesday – 17 February

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters of Easter.  As we hear the readings, now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord.  During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection.  The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty.  What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness.  With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come. 

Senior Choir Rehearsal

The Senior Choir rehearses on Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m.  We welcome all who wish to praise the Lord with singing.  The choir sings in the 10:30 a.m. worship service every Sunday.

Handbell Choir Rehearsal

The Handbell Choir rehearses on Sundays, at 12:15 p.m.  The days of rehearsal for February will be 7 and 21 February.  We welcome all beginning with age 10 who wish to praise the Lord with ringing of handbells.  If you don’t know how to read music, we will teach you.  For more information, please contact Leanne Beutler, Director.

Upcoming Concerts

The Concordia Choir of Moorhead, Minnesota, will be presenting a concert at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Atlanta.  This event will be on February 26 at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free, but seating is limited. Doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Dr. René Clausen conducts the 72 voice a cappella choir in several spirituals and hymns plus some new dramatic pieces that Clausen has arranged. You may visit the choir's website at www.theconcordiachoir.org for additional information about this choir, which has performed in nearly every major hall in the United States including Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center.

Join the Atlanta Sacred Chorale on Saturday, 27 February, at 8:00 p.m., Emory University, Schwartz Center for Performing Arts for the performance of “The Armed Man:  A Mass for Peace.”  This is a powerful musical reflection on an issue that is at once timeless and timely:  the descent into and terrible consequences of war.  Hear Welsh composer Karl Jenkins’ compelling modern mass setting, drawn from music and texts across cultures and history, asking us to renew our hope and commitment for a new and more peaceful millennium.  Tickets are $20. for adults, $15. for seniors and students.  You may purchase them online at www.AtlantaSacredChorale.org.

Changes in the Service
On Ash Wednesday, we will be changing the Liturgy of Worship from Setting Three to Setting Two.  During the season of Lent, we eliminate the Canticle of Praise and sing a different Gospel Acclamation.  The psalms will also be sung in a different format.  Please take note of these changes in the bulletin.  

Special Days in February

2 February

Presentation of Our Lord

14 February

Transfiguration of Our Lord

17 February

Ash Wednesday

Living Grace Young Adult Group
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The Living Grace Young Adult Group 

having fun at their bowling event last month.

MONTHLY CALENDAR – SEPARATE FILE ELECTRONICALLY 

[image: image5.png]





LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!




To find out about all coming events and for the latest news from the Southeastern Synod and the ELCA you can subscribe to the  Southeastern Synod E-News Weekly by going to the Southeastern Synod web-site www.elca-ses.org.
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