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February 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!



Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, 25 February 2007

after the 10:30 a.m. worship service

and a light lunch will be served



WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY

5 Epiphany, 4 February

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

6 Epiphany, 11 February

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Transfiguration of Our Lord, 18 February

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Ash Wednesday, 21 February

7:30 p.m. Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes

1 Lent, 25 February

Holy Communion at 8:30 and 10:30

Sunday School at 9:30

Senior Choir Warm-Up at 10:00

Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of February.

Ushers

February 4


8:30 am – Tom Joiner


10:30 am – Walter Sobers/Ed Stowers

February 11


8:30 am – Michael Hardy


10:30 am – Will Arroyo/Jim Brinkley

February 18


8:30 am – Jim Tuminella

10:30 am – Bitsy Marske/Phyllis Prunty

February 21 (Ash Wednesday)


7:30 pm – Matthew Shull

February 25


8:30 am – David Benner


10:30 am – John & Agnes Nelson

Acolytes

February 4 – Melody Ireton

February 11 – Olivia Durrence

February 18 – Isabel Balsavage

February 25 – Cynthia Outman

Service Assistants

February 4


8:30 am – Lector – Allison Bordnick-Stock



CA – Laurel Gunnels


10:30 am –Lector – Bitsy Marske




CA – Team 1


February 11


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am –Lector – Taylor Cunefare




CA – Team 2

February 18


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am –Lector – Gaelon Ratel




CA – Team 3

February 21 (Ash Wednesday)


7:30 pm – Lector – Leanne Beutler




CA – Team 1

February 25


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am – Lector – James Reynolds




CA – Team 4

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler


Counters

February 4 – David and Lin Parker

February 11 – John and Margaret Holden

February 18 – Dot Beaver/Leanne Beutler

February 25 – Will and Shirley Arroyo


Greeters

February 4 – Matt and Alice Adler

February 11 – Cathy Shirah and Terez  Ratel

February 18 – Clyde and Mary Carlson

February 25 – Don and Margie Linnartz

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

February Birthdays

1
Denise Liggett

9
Walter Sobers

Lisa Conley

11
Avery Balsavage

12
Mary Jane Outman

13
Allyson Combee

18
Jim Brinkley

19
Martin Gruber

20
Meridith Oys

22
Vic Koeves

24
Evan Fillon

25
Craig Chandler

26
Ansley Stallworth

28
Leigh Chandler
Stuart Holden
Baptisms


On Sunday, 7 March, we baptized two children.  Avery Kirsten Joiner, daughter of Carlton and Lee Joiner and Matthew Douglas Pearch, son of Douglas and Melanie Pearch.

Membership List

Updates/Changes


Please make the following updates/changes to your membership directory:

Addresses:


Karen Bramlet


3650 Ashford Dunwoody


Unit 511


Atlanta, GA   30319


Evelyn Woosley


4395 Glenda Way


Doraville, GA   30360


770/448-7175

Email addresses:


Jim Tuminella



jimtuminella@bellsouth.net


Linda Tuminella



ltumi@bellsouth.net


David Henninger



henningerd@bellsouth.net


Clyde Carlson



cpc41622@aol.com


Chip and Allison Combee



jacombee@alltel.net   and/or



jacombee@windstream.net

Telephone Numbers:


Laurel Gunnels



678/451-9965

New Associate Member:


Stella Hurst


962 Seville Drive


Clarkston, GA   30021


404/299-2852


stellahurst@msn.com


To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering through 31 December 2006 was $262,526.35.  For the same period in 2005 we had received $255,249.06.  Our 2006 giving was 2.85% more than 2005.


Our budgeted income for 2006 was $347,259.00.

Altar Guild


Living Grace is in the process of establishing an Altar Guild.  Serving in an Altar Guild is not like participating in social groups, for the Altar Guild is a ministry.


In thanksgiving and in response to all God has done for us, we are called to offer ourselves to Christ’s service.  The basic motivation for serving in the Altar Guild is gratitude.  Members are grateful servants, ministers of God, ministers of God’s people, ministers of the liturgy, and ministers of the worship space.


Traditionally Lutherans have favored the term Altar Guild members but increasingly the word Sacristan is used.  Different congregations use different words, it is a matter of local preference.  In an effort to enlist men to serve in this ministry, the term Sacristan may be less intimidating.  An important quality for all members of an Altar Guild is a sense of awe in the presence of the Holy God – a spirit of reverence.


Tasks of the Altar Guild are not a burden but a delight, not a duty but a high privilege.


At this time, I am asking you to consider becoming a “Sacristan” an Altar Guild member.  We plan to coordinate a schedule based on each volunteer’s time available to serve.  Please contact Pat Searing at 770/939-9630 for more details.

Annual Committee Reports


The Annual Committee Reports are to be prepared by each chairperson of the committees and submitted to the church office by Sunday, 4 February.  If you have your report in an electronic version, please send to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.

Med Share International


Please save your empty prescription pill bottles and bring them to church to be taken to Med Share International.  Remove the labels or mark through the name of the bottles.  These will be taken to Med Share when volunteers from Living Grace go and help sort medical supplies that are then provided to many deserving groups or countries who desperately need them.  Please place the pill bottles in the box in the closet in the narthex marked Med Share.

Thank you,

JoAnn Durrence

Volunteer Opportunities


Living Grace will be working with a number of other Lutheran churches in the metro area building houses with Habitat for Humanity.  Our church needs a coordinator to help schedule people from our congregation to assist with the actual building, to encourage financial support from our members, and to serve as a contact with the other involved churches.  If you would be willing to serve in this capacity, please talk with Pastor Hardy.


A second opportunity is to serve as a driver for Villa International.  Villa is a residence on the Emory campus which houses medical personnel from around the world who are studying in Atlanta, primarily at Emory or CDC.  Living Grace provides financial support to Villa.  Pastor Hardy is currently treasurer of the Executive Board and Agnes Nelson is one of the board members.


Guests at Villa do their own meal preparation, so drivers come in several times a week to drive the guests to local grocery stores so they can do their food shopping.  You can sign up to drive one or more times a month.  All it takes is about two hours of your time, and you will meet some wonderful people.  If you can help Villa by being a driver, please talk to Agnes Nelson for more details.

Hunger Walk


The Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday, 11 March, at Turner Field in the Blue Parking Lot.  Registration is at 12 noon with the 10K run starting at 1:00 p.m. and the 5K and Fun Run starting at 2:30 p.m.  If you wish to participate, see Jan Levengood for more details.

Congratulations Patti!
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Patti Axel received the Daisy Award for the Outstanding Nurse at Children’s Health Care here in Atlanta.  We are proud of you Patti!

Nativity Lutheran Church
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is Launched in Bethlehem
Thanks to your support, both financial and prayerful, as well as some mighty fine singing, we are off and running.  We are very blessed to have such a fine Mission Partner as Living Grace Lutheran Church and we look forward to a partnership in Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ for years to come.


We have had a good month with steady worship attendance each Sunday.  We were delighted to have 40 in worship on Christmas Eve for our Lessons and Carols Service at 10 a.m. and we will close out the month as well as the year with worship on New Years Eve and a Pot Luck brunch to follow.  


We are getting comfortable in our new setting and we continue to go door to door, canvassing neighborhoods for the unchurched as well as those looking for a place of worship in their neighborhood.  We are eager to share the Good News in Barrow County and are meeting many fine, delightful people.  


We thank you for your prayers as we continue to do ministry in this area and will keep you posted.  We look forward to participating in activities such as the Walk to Jerusalem and the Amazing Atlanta Lutheran Youth so we will be actively working with you in some cases.  May God Bless you!



Pastor Don Hanberry and Patti Axel

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.
Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Clyde Carlson; Jim Carmichael; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Hilton Johnson; Lorraine Koeves; Jo Kroger; Julien Lange; Cynthia Outman; Jerry Prunty; Joan “Jo” Richards; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Jim Lively


Friend of Leanne Beutler

MaryAnn Sweeney


Friend of Shirley Arroyo

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner

Ethan Patterson


Friend of the Chandlers

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley

Nancy Rocquemore

Friend of Darrell and Jane Simmons

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Henry and Ruth Roberts


Friends of Leanne Beutler

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS FOR FEBRUARY

PARISH NURSE

Each Tuesday and Friday, 10-2

SEW ’N SEWS

Monday, 12 February, at 10:00 a.m., at the church

QUILTING GROUP

Second Saturdays and Fourth Thursdays, at 9:00 a.m., at St. James Lutheran Church


GRACEFUL GROUP

Thursday, 8 February, at 11:30 a.m

S.M.I.L.E. GROUP

Saturday, 3 February, at 12 noon

WELCA

General Meeting, Saturday, 17 February, at 12:00 noon – Dorcas Circle hosting

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY MEETING

Sunday, 4 February, at 12 noon

SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

“SPIRITS’ REHEARSALS

Sundays at 12:15 p.m.

JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSALS

Sundays, 12 noon – 12:30 p.m.

HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL

Sunday, 11 February, at 1:00 p.m.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Sunday, 25 February, after the 10:30 a.m. service – light lunch will be served

DEADLINE FOR MARCH NEWSLETTER

SUNDAY, 18 FEBRUARY 2007

Health Ministry of Living Grace


February is recognized as healthy heart Month.  In Proverbs, we are reminded that a cheerful heart is good medicine and that a person’s heart reflects the person.  This month I would like to speak to you about Personal Responsibility and your Health.  Indeed, as we think about the contribution of our heart to our health we are struck with several insights:  (a) there is a strong relationship between our actions and our true values, (b) we can change both our actions and our values, and (c) our health is intertwined. . . our physical health is affected by our emotions, values and relationships.


How does Personal Responsibility affect our Health?


The media frequently discusses health and lifestyle topics.  We pick up newspapers and read about someone suing a company for making a beverage too hot, for causing their lung cancer, or for making them overweight.  The sad truth seems to be that we can bring much (certainly not all) of our poor health on ourselves.  In fact, up to 60% of our poor health can be directly traced to lifestyle choices that we make.


What does God’s Word teach us about Personal Responsibility?


We certainly do not want to give the impression that any or most diseases are the direct fault of the person, but rather that our Christian freedom encourages us to make healthy choices all day, every day.  Certainly we can emphasize with Paul, that the things we ought to do, we do not do, and the things we should not do, we do (Rom. 7:19).  Thanks be to God that He provides the motivation and the will to do that which is good and healthy, all day, every day (Phil. 2:13).


I have some ideas that I hope will help you in living well.  In taking our health responsibility seriously, I think it would be helpful if we. . .

· Remember that our God is awesome, and HE wants us to live and be well!

· Focus on what we can do, not what we cannot do.

· Set small reachable goals and build in some rewards.

· Work the words no and less into our vocabulary(supersizing our meals, also seems to supersize our diseases and health insurance bills!).

· Consider that our physical health is strongly related to nutrition choices, balancing rest and work, getting regular exercise, and stress management.

· Health has always been more than physical, and we need to take responsibility for our emotional, relational, spiritual and intellectual health too!


I pray that your health journey is affirming, satisfying and a blessing to you and your loved ones.


Since February is Heart month, let us wear red on Sunday, 4 February.


Let me remind you of the Classic  Warning Signs of a heart attack:

· Uncomfortable pressure, fullness, squeezing or pain in the center of the chest lasting more than a few minutes.

· Pain spreading to shoulders, neck or arms.

· Chest discomfort with lightheadedness, fainting, sweating, nausea or shortness of breath.

Less Common Symptoms––More Likely in Women

· Back, jaw, neck, stomach or abdominal pain

· Dizziness, nausea or vomiting

· Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

· Unexplained anxiety, weakness or fatigue

· Palpitations, cold sweat or paleness


Keep up the good work of walking and exercising on our journey to Jerusalem!  Remember to write down your miles/steps on the clipboard next to your name.


I will teach the Heartsaver AED course from 10:00 a.m. until about 1:00 p.m., on Saturday, 10 March, in the Conference room.  Please let me know if you are interested.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, 21 February 2007


Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent with ash on our foreheads.  This cross echoes our baptismal anointing, when we were buried with Christ.  The ash is a chilling reminder of our mortality, but because our death is now in Christ, our endings are beginnings.  The Lenten disciplines of acts of kindness, prayer, and fasting are tools of discipleship that can lead us to renewal as we bury all that is holding us back from being truly alive.

Martin Luther, renewer of the church (1483––1546)

Sunday, 18 Febraury 2007


For those in the habit of remembering the work of Martin Luther on Reformation Day, this commemoration may seem out of place.  But it is a custom to remember saints on the day of their death, their “heavenly birthday.”  On this day Luther died at the age of 62.  For a time, he 


was an Augustinian monk, but it is his work as a biblical scholar, translator of the Bible, reformer of the liturgy, theologian, educator, and father of German vernacular literature that holds him in our remembrance.  In Luther’s own judgment, the greatest of all of his works was his catechism, written to instruct people in the basics of faith.  And it was his baptism that sustained him in his trials as a reformer.

Special Days in February

2 February

Presentation of Our Lord

18 February

Transfiguration of Our Lord

21 February

Ash Wednesday



LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
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