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April 2007 Newsletter

The Reverend David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor

Web Page:  www.livinggracelutheran.org

Gathered to Celebrate, Called to Witness, Sent to Serve!

Establishment of Music Fund


On Tuesday, 13 March, the Church Council approved the establishment of a separate music fund.  The monies in this fund would be from donations from members of the congregation or other entities.

Reason:

Living Grace has a great opportunity to offer to the community and musical organizations in Atlanta and surrounding areas to present choral and instrumental concerts.  We have a wonderful space that has all the elements for excellent choral and instrumental groups.  Of course, we also have a wonderful pipe organ.


The fund would provide for us to underwrite concerts such as the Atlanta Sacred Chorale, organ recitals, chamber music groups, visiting choirs from places such as St. Olaf, Westminster and even Russia!  We already have scheduled the Atlanta American Guild of Organists meeting in September with an organ concert with Marilyn Keiser as the performer.  She is a well-known national and international recitalist.  

This concert is open to the public.  This will also be another outreach to our community.  


We also envision that if people would like to donate for a particular artist or concert, the concert could be billed in honor of or in memory of their loved ones.  Dr. Kenneth Sass and Leanne Beutler, Chair of Worship and Music would be coordinating and selecting dates and groups for the various concerts.  Leanne has been in conversation with the Youth Choir Director from Northminster Presbyterian Church in Alpharetta to see if they could use Living Grace as their starting point in their upcoming tour.  Also, Leanne has been discussing with Ken regarding some organ performers, such as himself to do a concert.


Our church is becoming known in the area as a wonderful worship space.  We would like to start as soon as possible.  Because of the spontaneous discussions, we already had a couple of members give to the “music fund” which totals $725.00.  If you wish to donate, please make the donation out to Living Grace and mark it for “Music Fund.”

Lay Assistants

Below is the schedule for the month of April and the first Sunday of May

Ushers

April 1


8:30 am – Keith Siekierski


10:30 am – Jeff Axel/Harold Bowers

April 5

7:30 pm – Cynthia Outman/Walter Sobers

April 6


7:30 pm – Stephen Arroyo/Jim Brinkley

April 8

8:30 am – David Henninger/Jim Tuminella


10:30 am – Kingsley & Bitsy Marske/


John & Agnes Nelson

April 15


8:30 am – David Benner

10:30 am – Will Arroyo/Phyllis Prunty

April 22


8:30 am – Tom Joiner


10:30 am – Mike Ely/Cate Sulek

April 29


8:30 am – Michael Hardy


10:30 am – Nikki Ireton/Olivia Kellar

May 6


8:30 am – David Henninger


10:30 am – Merrill & JoAnn Durrence

Acolytes/Crucifers

April 1


10:30 am – Melody Ireton – A



     Dakota Benner – C

April 8


8:30 am – Erin Cunefare – A



     Nikki Ireton – C


10:30 am – Cynthia Outman – A



       Aaron Durrence – C



       Olivia Durrence – TB



       Isabel Balsavage – TB

April 15


10:30 am – Olivia Kellar – A

April 22


10:30 am – Melody Ireton – A

April 29


10:30 am – Olivia Durrence – A

May 6


10:30 am – Isabel Balsavage – A

A = Acolyte

C = Crucifer

TB = Torch Bearer

Service Assistants

April 1


8:30 am – Lector – Tom Joiner




CA – Jan Levengood


10:30 am –Lector – Betty Bartling




CA – Team 1

April 5


7:30 pm – Lector – Ruth Cressman




CA – Team 2

April 8


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner

CA – Leanne Beutler/Jan Levengood


10:30 am –Lector – Stephanie Cunefare




CA – Team 4

April 15


8:30 am – Lector – Pat Searing




CA – Leanne Beutler


10:30 am –Lector – Agnes Nelson




CA – Team 3

April 22


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Missy Streubel


10:30 am – Lector – John Nelson




CA – Team 1

April 29


8:30 am – Lector/CA – Jim Brinkley


10:30 am – Lector – Taylor Cunefare




CA – Team 2

May 6


8:30 am – Lector/CA – David Benner


10:30 am – Lector – Gaelon Ratel




CA – Team 3

Team 1 = 
Will Arroyo – Captain




Jan Levengood




Stephanie Cunefare

Team 2 =
Margery Kellar – Captain




Lesley Campbell




Carol Ireton

Team 3 =
Jim Outman – Captain




Mary Jane Outman




Cynthia Outman

Team 4 = 
Marlene Hardy – Captain




Jo Kroger




Matthew Shull

Floater/Substitute – Leanne Beutler

Counters

April 1 – David and Lin Parker

April 8 – John and Margaret Holden

April 15 – Pat Stowers

April 22 – Dot Beaver/Leanne Beutler

April 29 – Will and Shirley Arroyo

May 6 – Gene and Susan Durrence

Coffee Cleanup Schedule

April 1- Shirley Arroyo

April 8 – Easter Breakfast

April 15 – Lin Parker

April 22 – Viola Main

April 29 – Betty Hitz

May 6 – JoAnn Durrence

Greeters

April 1 – John and Margaret Holden

April 8 – Merril & JoAnn Durrence

April 15 – Matt & Alice Adler

April 22 – David & Lin Parker

April 29 – Jim & Mary Jane Outman

GENERAL NEWS AND NOTES

April Birthdays

1
Pat Searing

Jeff Cox

3
Mary Boyd

4
Stephanie Cunefare

5
Chip Combee

10
Stan Gere

11
Andy Sulek

12
Clyde Carlson

14
Stella Hurst

19
Lin Parker

23
Ruth Cressman

24
Marlene Hardy
Jake Melchionda

27
Jason Axel

28
Patti Axel

29
Jo Ann Durrence
Sarah Lyons

Births


On 12 March, Simone Marthe Lange, was born in Winnipeg, Canada.  She is the fourth child of Pastor and Ilona Lange. 
Baptisms


On Sunday, 4 March, we celebrated the baptism of Hayden Noelle, daughter of Jeff and Erin Cook and Aidan Stuart, son of John and Shannon Donohue.  Both are the grandchildren of Bitsy and Kingsley Marske.

On Sunday, 11 March, we celebrated the baptism of James David, son of James and Allyson Combee, grandson of Pastor and Marlene Hardy.

New Members


On Sunday, 18 March, we received by Letter of Transfer and Affirmation of Faith, Douglas, Laura, Lucas, and Jasmine Leckband; John and Margaret Willis; and Paul and Lynn Lefebvre.
Membership List

Updates/Changes


Please make the following updates/changes to your membership directory:

Addresses:


Mary Ann Blessing


2438 Northlake Court


Atlanta, GA   30345


770/493-6344


Andrew and Nicole Hoppen


2728 Esquire Way


Tucker, GA   30084


770/939-5808


Paul and Lynn Lefebvre


3450 Evans Road


Apt. 119C


Atlanta, GA   30341


770/491-0679


John and Margaret Willis


3113 Castaway Lane


Atlanta, GA   30341

New Telephones:


Oak Lionberger



Cell – 706/716-0910


Little Lionberger



Cell – 706/716-0774


To submit additions, deletions, and/or changes, please send an email to Leanne Beutler, at Lbeutler@aol.com.  The submissions will be published in the newsletter.  If you have any questions, you may contact Pastor Hardy or Leanne Beutler.

Announcements for Bulletins

If you have an announcement to be placed in the Sunday bulletins, please let Leanne Beutler know no later than 12 noon Thursday before the Sunday it is to be printed.  You may send the announcement via email to the following address:  Lbeutler@aol.com.

Newsletter Articles


To submit a newsletter article, you can either have a hard copy into the church office by the deadline date listed or send an electronic format to Leanne Beutler at Lbeutler@aol.com.


Email Shepherd List


Those who wish to receive prayer updates who are already on the email list, please make sure that your email systems are set to receive emails from livinggraceprayers@gmail.com.  Laura Stickell had been getting returns from Comcast and WebTV addresses.  Also anyone who wants to be added to the list, just email to the address listed in this paragraph.

Thanks so much, Laura
Treasurer’s Report


The total offering received, in envelopes and loose offering, through February 28 was $42,297.65.  For the same period in 2006 we had received $39,779.19. Our level of giving has increased by 6.3% for the same period 2007 over 2006.


Our budgeted income for the first two months of 2007 is $70,952.50.


A complete outline of income and expenses for January through February 2007 is on the bulletin board for your review.

Graceful Group


Thursday, April 12, 2007


Gathering Time :  11:30 – 12:00


Lunch :  12:00 noon – Potluck – bring a friend and a dish to share                             (main dish, salad, vegetable or dessert)


Reservations:  Call or email JoAnn Durrence by Tuesday, April 10, 404-633-1833 or email gmdurrence@bellsouth.net.


It is extremely important that you make a reservation and tell JoAnn the category of dish you will be bringing.


Program:  Game Day and Socializing.  Bring your own or play games provided.  We will have Rummikub, Scrabble, Checkers, Bridge,  etc.  All are fun and easy to learn.


May Meeting:  Thursday, May 10, 2007 – Mark your calendar.


Gathering Time:  10:45 -11:10 - Program:  Performances:  11:15 A.M.


Return of the very popular Senior Ensemble from Horizon Theater with three new plays, written and performed by the members.


All three plays are about love.  In “You May See A Stranger”, Arnie, who lives at Lutheran Towers goes to a dance at St. Gregory’s Catholic Retirement Home with astounding results.


In “One Perfect Day”, a Jewish bride and her non- Jewish groom plan to have “a perfect wedding day.” 


In “Home Sweet Home”, the residents of a retirement home share their insights on aging and the meaning of friendship.”


Donation at the door to cover the cost.


Please invite your friends to join us for this special day.


BOOK and MAGAZINE EXCHANGE:  We will have a table for books and magazines you no longer want but someone else might enjoy. 


Note:  All leftover magazines will be recycled to the DeKalb recycling program.  You may read a book and bring it back for someone else to enjoy.


HELP needed:  We need help for set up and clean up.  Clean up means staying after  the meeting to be sure we leave everything in good shape.  Please tell JoAnn if you are willing to help for one time.

Altar Flowers


When you have signed up to give altar flowers for a Sunday, please submit your form to the church office by way of the offering plate or give directly to Charlette Beutler to insure your name appears and why you are giving the flowers.  You can also email to Leanne Beutler at LBeutler@aol.com. 


Tucker Days


The Tucker Day Celebration this year is Saturday, 12 May between 10 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  The celebration is on Main Street in Tucker.  Living Grace sets up a booth for the celebration.  We need volunteers at 9:00 a.m. to set up and throughout the day to tend the booth.  There will be a sign up sheet posted Sunday, 22 April for volunteers.

Lesley Campbell

Thank Yous!


Dear Ones,


Words escape me and emotions overtake me when I try to tell you how much each of you at Living Grace mean to Margie and me.  But let me try.  Thank you for the years we served Christ together at St. Michael's and Living Grace.  It is through the people there that we constantly saw Christ.  Bill Foege reminded us years ago that Christ is foremost a servant and to emulate Him is to serve.  How beautifully you do this day in and day out.


Thank you for the recent support in the farewell reception, the cards and letters, the phone calls and especially the prayers following Margie's fall.  Margie is on the mend and just needs an occasional reminder that recovery from such a trauma requires a lot of time.


Our challenge is to find a church that is second best, as we know we will not find another Living Grace.  Bob Hope's closing expresses our feelings well:  "Thanks for the memories."

Shalom,

Margie & Don

Guidelines for Prayer Requests


Please notify Leanne Beutler, Newsletter Editor via email at Lbeutler@aol.com or written note to add or remove a name from the prayer list.  If the name has appeared in three consecutive newsletters, it will be removed in the fourth newsletter unless you notify Leanne by the newsletter deadline.

Praying for Members,

Family, and Friends

Members


Charlie Althafer; Jim Axel; Walter “Wally” Bartling; Bill Crawford; June Crawford; Tom Droege; Martin Gruber; Sam Henderson; Laurel Jackson; Verna Jensen; Leyla Kellar; Julien Lange; Jerry Prunty; and Evelyn Woosley. 

Family and Friends

Ken Martin


Friend of David and Sue Benner

Lila Crittenden


Friend of Connie Holley


Nancy Rocquemore

Friend of Darrell and Jane Simmons

Ernie Duke


Friend of Jim and Phyllis Gerke

Henry and Ruth Roberts


Friends of Leanne Beutler

Marian Seckinger


Sister of JoAnn Durrence

Amy Carver Burk


Sister of Shirley Arroyo

Sigrid Mierbeith McShan


Friend of Viola Main

Valarie Arnold


Friend of Jan Levengood

Health Ministry of Living Grace


April is recognized as National Cancer Control month, and I would like to write to you about Digestive Cancers.  Digestive cancers are one of the most common type of cancer, and take the lives of many people.  Colorectal and stomach cancers have the highest number of new cases.


In Genesis 1:30, we read that originally, God gave us every green plant for food.  As your nurse, it seems very interesting to me that a plant-based diet is what the experts are now recommending to reduce the risk of heart disease and many forms of cancer, including digestive cancers.  Plant based doesn’t mean vegetarian, but rather a diet in which most of the calories are associated with plant-based sources (fruits, vegetables and whole grains).  Today our diet is quite different, and this is reflected in our increased disease and death rates.


What do I need to know about Digestive Cancers?


Colorectal cancer refers to any cancer in the lower digestive tract, and is the most common site of new cancer among American.  When colorectal cancer is discovered before it spreads to the lymph nodes, the survival rate is quite good.  Experts don’t know the exact cause, but most cases can be traced to growth of polyps (which can easily be removed during a colonoscopy).  Symptoms of colorectal cancer include a change in bowel habits, blood in the stool, and/or abdominal discomfort.  75% of these cancers occur in people over the age of 50.  All adults over 50 should have regular colorectal screenings (a physical, blood work, occult blood test and/or colonoscopy).


Besides, colorectal cancer, other serious types include cancer of the stomach, pancreas and liver.  If it is found early, stomach cancer can be treated with surgery and/or chemotherapy.  Pancreatic cancer can be difficult to diagnose early, but symptoms can include mid-abdominal pain, jaundice, and unexplained weight loss.  Risk factors include smoking, poorly controlled diabetes and chronic pancreatitis.  If discovered before it has spread, it can be treated by surgery.  Risk factors for liver cancer include chronic hepatitis and cirrhosis, and symptoms can include a hard lump below the right ribs, right-sided abdominal discomfort, and jaundice.  For all of these cancers, risk factors can include smoking, exposure to environmental toxins and a diet high in animal fats.  The type of treatment depends on when the cancer is found, and if it is localized or has spread to other areas.


May you and your loved ones be blessed in all of your health and eating.  Please contact me if I can be of any help to you or your loved ones.  I treasure my opportunity to serve as your health care partner and Parish Nurse.

Yours in Christ
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Jan Levengood

Parish Nurse/Health Minister


Health Ministry Calendar

Starting 31 March, we will have another Yoga class beginning at 2:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.  The fee is $60.00 for six weeks.  The dates will be 3/31, 4/14, 4/28, 5/5, 5/12, and 5/19.  Occasionally a Saturday is skipped because Jill, the instructor can’t come.  Let me know if you are interested!  The stretching and meditation make you feel wonderful!


Health Ministry Committee meeting on Saturday, 14 April, at 10:00 a.m.

Parish Education
Update on “49 Steps to Living Grace”:

Only 16 Steps to go!!


A great bunch of folks braved the wind and cold (Brrrr!) on our first Family Fun Day last St. Patrick’s Day.  We had a super time making stepping-stones for the pebble pathway leading to Quick Trip.  Thanks to all of you for your help, great teamwork and participation!  We made 26 beautiful and unique stones that day, for a total of 33 to date.  (Did you see them on display in the Narthex?)  For those of you who missed out on the fun, please stay tuned to the weekly bulletins for an announcement of a “make-up” day.  We need to make only 3 more small ones and 13 more large ones.


Thanks also to those of you who have already adopted stones!  3 large and 2 small stones have been adopted so far, totaling $115.00.  we have a ways to go just to break even on the materials, so please help if you can by making an offering to Living Grace, designating it to “Stepping Stone Ministry.”  Please direct any questions to Cathy Shirah, Ann-Margaret Holden, or Terez Ratel.

Thank you,

Cathy Shirah

Outreach Committee

Heifer Sunday
The Third Sunday of each month has been designated to be Heifer International Sunday.  April 15th will be the Sunday for this month!

Special envelopes are provided on these designated Sundays for contribution to this cause.  Heifer International is an organization that provides farm animals for families in developing countries. 

Hunger Walk
Thanks to all those who were participants in the Hunger Walk that took place on Sunday March 11th.  Final totals for donations of food and funding will be reported in next month’s newsletter.

Tucker Celebration Day
Come join the fun as we prepare to participate in the annual Tucker Day Celebration for 2007. Our registration has been submitted; Jim Brinkley will again provide a tent for our display booth.  

Volunteers will be needed to help out.  More details on our plans and sign-up sheets will be available in the near future.  The date is Saturday, May 12th 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM.


Annual Flea Market and Blood Drive
More fun!  The date for this year’s festival is Saturday, May 19th 2007 from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Sign up early for the blood drive to be sure that you get a time that is most convenient for you!

Please remember to save ALL the “stuff” from your spring cleaning and donate it to the church for the Flea Market.  All proceeds are used to help fund our Outreach programs.

Call Jan Levengood at the church if you have questions about the Blood Drive.  Call Sue Benner @770.493.4044 or any member of the Outreach Committee for further details on the Flea Market.

Worship and Music at Living Grace

Living Out Our Baptism

The Three Days

Maundy Thursday

The Holy Communion – Stripping of the Altar

7:30 p.m.


With nightfall and the beginning of this liturgy, our Lenten observance comes to its culmination.  We gather with Christians around the world in celebrating the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Our remembering is more than a retracing of the last days of Jesus’ life.  Rather, throughout these Three Days, through word, sacrament, and ritual, we participate in the saving power of Jesus’ Passover from death to life.  As the Three Days begin, we are invited to glory in the cross of Christ–our salvation, our life, our resurrection.  On this night we hear Jesus’ new commandment to love one another.  As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called to follow his example, living out our baptismal vocation with humility and care for one another, and especially for the poor and the unloved.  We gather around the Lord’s table to remember the sacrifice of Jesus’ life.  His love was revealed in 

the emptying of his life for us.  We share the holy meal, becoming what we eat and drink:  the body of Christ, offering ourselves in love for the life of the world.  At the conclusion of the liturgy, the altar and chancel furnishings are removed, preparing the worship space for Good Friday.  Through this stark ritual we recall that Jesus was abandoned by his followers, stripped of his dignity, and left to face the cross alone.  We depart in silence, ready to continue the celebration of the Three Days on Good Friday.

Good Friday

7:30 p.m.


With this Good Friday liturgy we continue our celebration of the Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.  Though we devoutly gather to recall our Lord’s passion, we celebrate the wonder and mystery of the cross in the sure hope of the resurrection.  At the heart of the liturgy is the passion reading according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a triumphant king who reigns from the cross.  The gospel enables us to call this Friday “Good,” for it celebrates Christ’s victory on the cross.  Jesus’ final words are not ones of desolation, but triumph:  “It is finished.”  As Jesus is lifted up from the earth, he draws all people to himself. On this solemn day we use the ancient Bidding Prayer, offering petitions for the whole world for which Christ died.  We depart in silence, ready to return for the Vigil of Easter and the culmination of the Three Days.  The worship space is devoid of paraments, banners, flowers, and other decorations.  Crosses that cannot be removed may be veiled.

The Great Vigil of Easter

at

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church

2601 Henderson Mill Road.

Saturday, 7 April, 7:00 p.m.

The Great Vigil of Easter begins this night.  You are invited to an ecumenical service—including the lighting of the new fire, blessing and kindling of the new Paschal Candle, the Vigil Readings, and the celebrations of Holy Baptism and the First Eucharist of Easter—joining the congregations of Living Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church and St. Bede’s Episcopal Church. 

Concert


The Atlanta Sacred Chorale will be presenting two concerts in April.  On Tuesday, 17 April at 7:00 p.m., at Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Kellett Chapel in Atlanta.  The second concert will be their Masterworks Concert on Saturday, 28 April, at 8:00 p.m., at Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church.  They will be performing Bach’s Magnificat & Schubert’s Mass in G.  Tickets are:  Adults $25; Seniors $20; and Students $18.  Our own tenor staff singer, Miguel Santiago sings with this group.

God' s Children Sing


We will be introducing music in the Pre-School Sunday School Class.  On the first Sunday of each month for the first 15 minutes, we will be singing songs and learning how to play rhythm instruments and even the chimes!  Music is a big part of our heritage as Lutherans.  By introducing music to the children of this age, they will learn the hymns, psalms and liturgy of the church.

Special Days in April

1 April

Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday

5 April

Maundy Thursday

6 April

Good Friday

7 April

The Great Vigil of Easter

8 April

The Resurrection of Our Lord

25 April

Mark, Evangelist

[image: image7.png]





LIVING GRACE Evangelical Lutheran Church

1812 Cooledge Road

Tucker, GA   30084

Phone:  678/406-9229
Time Sensitive Material • Please Expedite!






11

